
Kay Burgi 

My husband Phil and I have attended Denver Friends Church for 
more than 40 years. I serve on the Spiritual Life Board of Rocky 
Mountain Yearly Meeting, chair the Missions Committee of the local 
meeting, and play piano for Sunday worship. Tuesday mornings I 
volunteer in the surgery waiting room of the nearby hospital. We 
are pictured here with our three grandchildren (Matthew, 12; Jo-
anna, 10; and Rachel, 6) who live in Redmond, Oregon. 

Another fun job I enjoy is chairing the camp committee for our 
Friends camps at Quaker Ridge Camp. I’m probably the oldest per-
son on the grounds but I love the energy and potential generated by 
the young people and try to keep up with their new, young ideas. 
Our theme this summer was “Incredible Hope.” Last year’s theme 
was “Outrageous Faith.” Any guesses for 2012?  



81 

Sunday 
December 4 Incredible Hope 

BIBLE READING: Lamentations 3:19-25 
The theme for our summer camp last year was “Outrageous 
Faith,” so this year the camp committee decided to go with a 
theme on hope as a natural follow-up. After considering sev-
eral suggestions we settled on “Incredible Hope.” That opened 
up many spiritual applications in my mind but at first I didn’t 
catch on to why it held such appeal to the younger members 
of the committee. They immediately thought of the green 
monster superhero, the Incredible Hulk. I imagine a Hallow-
een costume of the Incredible Hulk may show up at camp but 
the emphasis will be kept on the incredible hope we have in 
Christ.  

Do we see Jesus as a superhero—someone who has su-
pernatural powers and will use them to make everything right 
in our world? We know Jesus would always be on the side of 
good and fighting against evil. There is a big difference be-
tween Jesus and these super heroes besides the fictional part. 
If Jesus is to be our Savior, our Super Hero, we must ask him. 
He doesn’t just swoop in and make everything right; he awaits 
our invitation to come into our lives and walk with us. As his 
disciple we learn how to live a righteous life in the midst of 
an unjust world. This will be the invitation for the young peo-
ple at camp. In the midst of their doubts and insecurities there 
is one all powerful, all knowing, and all loving who wants to 
be their Savior and Friend. We are praying this eternal truth 
will be revealed anew to these young minds.  

SONG: I Will Call Upon the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, I pray for our young 

people who live in such turbulent times. May they find in 
you security and hope.  

—Kay Burgi 
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Monday 
December 5 Hope Is… 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 118:5-14 
 “Here’s hoping the Rockies make it to the World Series this 
year” is often heard in the Denver area at the beginning of 
baseball season. Hope is wishful thinking based on some ex-
pectation that it could happen. Whether or not the Rockies 
made it to the World Series will be history by the time you 
read this, but their prospects aren’t looking good right now. 
And if not this year, there’s always hope for next year.  

In contrast, the Christian view of hope is a confident 
expectation based on what is accepted by faith. Based on what 
God has done in the past and what is promised in his Word, 
we have hope for what the future holds. Hope is very much 
like trust because it is based on previous experience and af-
fects the way we look at the future. I might say, “I hope it 
rains tomorrow” in an “it-would-be-nice” way, but when I 
say, “My hope is in Christ” I reveal my life’s view. It is in 
Christ that I have joy, fulfillment, and optimism for the future. 
I am trusting in God’s goodness for me. This trust is what 
gives me hope. When life seems to be spinning out of control, 
I can go to God’s Word, read the promises, remember past ex-
periences, and wait for God’s Spirit to quiet my soul. Nothing 
looks too difficult with Jesus by my side. 

SONG: The Solid Rock 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, may the God of hope  

fill me with all joy and peace as I trust in you, so that I may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit  
(Romans 15:13). 

—Kay Burgi 
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Tuesday 
December 6 Our Heavenly Hope 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 62:5-8 
As my parents aged I became more concerned about my fa-
ther’s relationship with God. Did we have that assurance that 
he would spend eternity with God? On a visit to Ohio I told 
them how important it was to me to know that I would see 
them in heaven. Mom had no doubt at all. Dad’s answer was, 
“I don’t know.” I told him he could know for sure and then 
chickened out by telling him to talk with his pastor. When his 
pastor approached him on the subject, he refused to talk. 

On my next visit I told him again how important this 
was to me. Dad and I had a special relationship and he would 
listen to me—maybe because I live so far away. His response 
this time was, “I hope so.” “No, Dad, you can know for sure,” 
I said, and quoted 1 John 5:11-12. By this time Dad lived in a 
nursing home and knew his time was running short. More 
than for my peace of mind I wanted him to have hope. 

The third and last time I asked Dad if I would see him in 
heaven he said “I reckon.” Not the most affirmative response 
but we had made progress. He had been visited by a respected 
former pastor and related several times how much that meant 
to have him come and pray for him. We could see Dad was no 
longer struggling with his approaching death but comfortable 
that he was ready. Even more than ready, he was eager to be 
free of this life. He died very peacefully on our son’s fortieth 
birthday.  

SONG: When We All Get to Heaven 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank You, Father, for the 

hope you give for today and for all our days.  
—Kay Burgi 
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Wednesday 
December 7 Roller Coaster of Hope 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 50:14-21 
Numerous books tell stories of hope and courage, true stories 
of individuals overcoming difficult situations by putting their 
hope in God. And many Bible stories recount the experiences 
of individuals facing hopeless situations who saw God’s pro-
vision in the midst of their despair. Joseph is a wonderful ex-
ample. 

Joseph’s life was a roller coaster of good times and bad 
times. He began life as the favorite son of his father; then he 
found himself sold into slavery by his brothers. From a posi-
tion of honor in Egypt to spending years in prison, Joseph 
then returned to become second in command in the nation. 
He must have had times of great hope and times of great hope-
lessness. Where was God in these times of difficulty? His life 
philosophy is recorded in Genesis 50:20: “You intended to 
harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.” 

Looking back I wonder if I have experienced times of 
hopelessness. Maybe when my father had open heart surgery 
in the late 1950s when only one heart surgery in ten was suc-
cessful. We seven kids faced the possibility of losing our fa-
ther. Thankfully he survived the surgery and lived 50 more 
years. I remember we prayed together as a family the morning 
of the surgery and affirmed our trust that God would care for 
us. We had confidence in the goodness of God. God was and 
still is the Sovereign God.  

SONG: O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You have shown yourself to be 

worthy of our hope and trust, dear God. Help me to see all of 
life as orchestrated and directed by you.  

—Kay Burgi 
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Thursday 
December 8 Waiting on the Lord 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 130 
As the Christmas season approaches there will be a lot of 
wishful thinking about possible presents under the tree. Some 
wishes may not be too realistic but it is still fun to dream. Af-
ter we’ve opened our gifts, we may be elated to have our 
hopes realized or we may decide to go shopping the day after 
and fulfill our own hopes. 

Christmas is the height of materialistic hopes but we 
have emotional and spiritual hopes as well. We may not be 
able to articulate them so easily but they affect how we feel 
about ourselves and how we view God. Maybe we feel entitled 
to better health or a better marriage and life just hasn’t turned 
out that way. The discouragement from unfulfilled hopes af-
fects us emotionally. One definition of depression is unful-
filled expectations.  

How much healthier to trade the discouragement for the 
promise in verse 5: “I wait for the Lord, my whole being 
waits, and in his word I put my hope.” I am not a patient per-
son. So while I am waiting for God to reveal himself to me, I 
choose to be active in pursuing him. I read Scripture, I pray, I 
meditate, I contemplate. I keep my focus on him so I will hear 
his voice. The physical world is so much more real to us and 
so focusing on the spiritual side of life requires intentionality 
to concentrate. In our minds we know material things will not 
bring us happiness but we devote an exorbitant amount of 
time and energy in their pursuit. We can change that if we so 
choose. 

SONG: I Know Who Holds Tomorrow 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You are my Lord and my God.  

I want my relationship with you to be a growing, vital part of 
my life.  

—Kay Burgi 
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Friday 
December 9 Our Hope to Share 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 1:24-29 
Modern communication has brought events from all around 
the world right into our lives. We may feel overwhelmed with 
information. How often we hear, “What is this world coming 
to?” This is where we as Christians can step up and speak to 
the hope we have in Christ. We have a confidence in God’s 
sovereignty that lifts us above these worries. 

Unfortunately, sometimes it is the Christians who are 
the spreaders of doom and gloom. Instead of seeing all the 
good in the world they focus on the bad. Yes, there is evil pre-
sent but we have a message of hope that our world desperately 
needs to hear. We know that good will triumph—not because 
of wishful thinking but because we know the power of the 
resurrected Christ. In conversations at the water coolers or 
over the neighbor’s hedge we can speak words of the hope we 
have in Christ.  

My husband and I served in the Peace Corps in our 
younger years and learned to see the glass as half full. An op-
timistic viewpoint brings encouragement and energy. And we 
have every reason to be optimistic because we know how the 
world’s story will end. The word optimism does not appear in 
the Bible but optimism is Christian hope. It is not based on 
wishful thinking but on the sure knowledge we have of the 
indwelling Christ, his words of promise, and his victory over 
death. We will someday share in his glory. 

SONG: We’ve a Story to Tell 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: This hope I have in you, dear 

God, is not something to be kept to myself but needs to be 
shared with those who fear what the future holds. May I be 
bold to speak your love and goodness. 

—Kay Burgi  
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Saturday 
December 10 New Hope 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 2:1-15 
An intriguing personality is the woman from Jericho who 
played such an important role in the history of Israel. Rahab is 
an unlikely candidate for the Hall of Faith listed in Hebrews 
but her name appears. She lived in a very wicked city and 
earned her living in what was probably a very common but 
immoral profession. From her association with male travelers 
she had heard accounts of the Israelites and the God who pro-
tected and provided for them in dramatic ways. 

Rahab was a smart woman and recognized that the God 
of the Israelites was the One True God. When the spies came 
to her house, she saw her opportunity to escape from pagan 
idolatry and worship this true God. With little knowledge or 
understanding she placed her hope of survival in the promise 
of the spies to spare her when they overthrew Jericho. As soon 
as they left, she hung the scarlet rope out the window as her 
part of the bargain.  

Rahab took big risks in lying to the authorities and be-
traying her country. How did she become convinced this was 
her salvation? Were the spies that convincing or was she that 
desperate? This Gentile teaches the Israelites, and us, much 
about hope. Her testimony was: “You are God, my Savior, and 
my hope is in you all day long” (Psalm 25:5). Our God is a 
God of new beginnings and happy endings. Rahab marries 
into the royal lineage of King David and our Lord, Jesus. 

SONG: My Hope Is in You, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I thank you, Father, for  

the forgiveness and hope for the future you have provided 
through your gift of salvation.  

—Kay Burgi 


