
Kay Burgi 

My husband Phil and I are either packing for our next trip or unpack-
ing from our last. Our most important trips are to reconnect with 
our three grandkids in Bend, Oregon. We travel to Ohio to visit 
family, to Ecuador for volunteer mission work, to Europe for engi-
neering conventions, and take just-for-fun trips near our home in 
Denver, Colorado. 

We have enjoyed the faith community at Denver Friends for 40 
years and take pleasure now in watching the youngsters we spon-
sored in Jet Cadets serve in positions of leadership and raise their 
own families in the church. Phil is presiding clerk of the meeting 
and I’m most visible at the piano during worship. Behind the scenes 
I chair the Camp Committee for our summer camping program. Our 
theme this year was “Outrageous Faith” and it has stimulated my 
thinking. I haven’t figured out the “outrageous” part yet, but I’ll 
share with you some things I’ve discovered. 
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Sunday 
October 31 Outrageous Faith 

BIBLE READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10 
The suggestion for the theme for our three summer camps 
came from the book, Optimism Factor: Outrageous Faith 
Against the Odds by M. Blaine Smith. Without reading the 
book myself, I’ve been challenged to take this theme and make 
it understandable to our young campers. But in order to ex-
plain “outrageous faith” to others, I must first understand it 
myself. 

Youth are familiar and comfortable with the word outra-
geous. It means going beyond the usual standards of what is 
right or decent. We see it in the purple hair, the ‘50s plaid 
jacket, the tattoos and the piercings. One Sunday morning a 
teen showed up for church in quite an outfit, with butterfly 
wings and all. When I asked the youth sponsor what that was 
all about, her reply was, “Who knows for sure? She doesn’t 
want to look like you.” Conforming to adult patterns of dress 
is just not cool. 

Dress patterns aside, we hope the young people in our 
churches are seeing some Christlike behavior they consider 
worthy of emulation. They are quick to see inconsistencies in 
talk and actions. Following Jesus’ example we want them to 
see behavior that is outrageous in giving grace, outrageous in 
caring for others, outrageous in forgiving, outrageous in lov-
ing, and outrageous in living a transparent life. Such outra-
geous behavior would certainly be out of the ordinary and 
would perhaps catch their attention. 

As we worship today let’s make a conscious effort to be 
present for others beyond our usual comfort zone. May our 
words and our conduct reflect that we are Jesus followers. 

SONG: More Like the Master. 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Fill me anew today with your 

Holy Spirit that I may be a giver of your grace. 
—Kay Burgi 
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Monday 
November 1 Simple Faith 

BIBLE READING: Habbakuk 3:17-19 
Would you say you have outrageous faith? Outrageous is such 
a strong word and makes me think of a faith that is far beyond 
anything I have. Outrageous faith might apply more to people 
with a serious illness or who face a tragic situation in their 
lives. Not someone like me who lives a very mundane, un-
complicated life. 

I take heart from a quote by J. Hudson Taylor that hangs 
on our wall: “What is necessary is not that we have great faith 
but rather that we have simple trust in God’s great faithful-
ness.” I can understand simple. 

Youth like to use over-the-top expressions like 
“awesome,” “way cool,” or “outrageous.” I relate more to 
words like stable, sincere, or authentic. When things are not 
going well, will I have faith that God is still in control? Hope-
fully I have developed a relationship with the Triune God that 
will keep me steadfast when life spins out of control. When 
my husband severely fractured his leg in the jungle of Ecuador 
and was airlifted twice for surgery, I focused on how thankful 
I was that I was there for him, thankful that we had serious 
painkillers, thankful for familiarity with the hospitals from 
previous mission trips. I recognized it as a serious situation, 
and discovered this paraphrase of a familiar hymn in my 
journal: “in seasons of distress and grief, my soul is calm for 
God is near.” 

At the time I wasn’t thinking this was faith—I simply 
knew God was sovereign and all would be well. Maybe I have 
a stronger faith than I realized. 

SONG: What a Friend 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, whatever this day 

holds, may I have a steadfast faith in your unfailing love. 
—Kay Burgi 
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Tuesday 
November 2 Confident Faith 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 20:15-21 
The Bible is full of stories of men and women who exhibited 
outrageous faith in difficult times. Hebrews 11 includes a long 
list of them. One name not on that list, but someone who 
fascinates me, is King Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. The author 
of Chronicles says this king’s heart was devoted to the ways of 
the Lord. When he heard three nations had joined forces to 
attack Judah, Jehoshaphat proclaimed a fast and prayed, “O 
our God, we do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon 
you” (v.12). God, through his prophet, told Jehoshaphat ex-
actly what to do and the next morning they set out for battle. 

The outrageous part is that before they even arrived at 
the battlefield, King Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing 
praises to the Almighty and he put them out in front of the 
warriors—not because of the victory he expected to be theirs, 
but to praise God for who God is, for God’s love and mercy to 
them. Earlier in this chapter King Jehoshaphat gave a beautiful 
declaration on the power and might of God: “You rule over all 
the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your 
hand, and no one can withstand you” (v. 6). 

Praising God in advance is a declaration of faith. We 
don’t worship God because he does what we might be asking 
or hoping for, we worship God because he is the Almighty 
One: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth 
is full of his glory” (Isaiah 6:3). What a wonderful expression 
of faith to fill my thoughts throughout this day! 

SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: We give you thanks, O God for 

your love endures forever. We honor and praise you as our 
sovereign God. 

—Kay Burgi 
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Wednesday 
November 3 Bold Faith 

BIBLE READING: Mark 2:1-12 
Try to picture yourself in this familiar story. A famous person 
comes to town and everyone crowds around trying to get close 
to him. All of a sudden debris falls from the ceiling and the 
people push in even closer. Out of the dust a mat slowly 
descends and light appears through the opening. Jesus steps 
up to the crippled man on the mat, takes his hand, and lifts 
him up. (This is such a great story for children with all the 
noise and action.) 

Who came up with this crazy plan? The crippled man or 
one of his friends? Either way it was a pretty outrageous idea 
that certainly showed creativity and determination. Someone 
had faith that this Jesus could heal and made it happen. If you 
were in the crowd that day, would you be marveling at this 
man’s faith or would you be complaining about all the dust? 
Would you be worrying about the expense to fix the roof or 
would you be one of those praising God for the wonderful gift 
of healing? We know the religious people in the crowd were 
upset with Jesus for using his power in this way. 

Faith is abstract and not something young children 
easily grasp, so this story is often used to teach how friends 
help each other. Their compassion was channeled into activ-
ity and they brought their friend to Jesus. The belief that Jesus 
can make a difference in a person’s life is reason enough to 
motivate us to make it happen—with whatever means we 
have. It may require a bold action on our part, but it will be 
our faith that drives us to the action. 

SONG: Change My Heart, O God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May I be aware of needs  

around me today, O Lord, and give me the “outrageous”  
faith to administer your grace. 

—Kay Burgi 
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Thursday 
November 4 Patient Faith 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 11:1-6 
My assignment this past year in Quito, Ecuador, was to cata-
log books for a missions training center—a wonderful assign-
ment for a book lover. A special blessing was coming across 
the missionary book, New Song in the Andes, the story of how 
the gospel message came to the Quichua Indians in the moun-
tains of Ecuador. A young missionary woman, Julia Anderson 
from Kansas City, went to live with the Quichua in 1902. She 
spent her days learning their language, sharing her faith, and 
translating the New Testament. The occasional signs of Chris-
tian faith she might observe would be quickly snuffed out 
with the next fiesta. The pull of alcohol and the community 
gatherings enticed the new believer back into darkness. When 
she retired after 50 years, Julia Anderson felt she could count 
on one hand the number of Quichua she was sure to see in 
heaven. When asked by friends what kept her faith going, she 
replied, “The greater the darkness, the more need there is of 
light.” 

Shortly after her arrival Julia had a vision of souls saved 
and a choir of Indians singing the gospel. She knew herself 
and she knew her God, so she remained faithful to the work 
God had called her to do even though she received so little 
encouragement. And the rest of the story? Just 20 years after 
her retirement there were 7,000 baptized believers and a wor-
shiping community of 20,000 Quichuas. Julia never knew of 
the breakthrough but she knew what God had asked her to do. 
She had faith to trust in what she would never see. At the turn 
of the century there were more than 100,000 Quichuas who 
considered themselves Christian. 

SONG: My Life Is in You, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May I be faithful today to  

whatever you are asking me to do, O Lord. 
—Kay Burgi 
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Friday 
November 5 Authentic Faith 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 33:12-22 
Incredible stories of faith are found in the early missionary 
years in China. J. Hudson Taylor was the pioneer in faith 
missions—going to the field with no guarantee of financial 
support. Taylor spent more than 50 years in China and his 
mission brought 800 missionaries on faith to China. In fact, 
the China Inland Mission, now OMF International, instructed 
their missionaries not to let supporters know of their needs. 
They were to pray and marvel at how God would meet their 
need. This dependence on God for every need resulted in men 
and women of proven faith. 

Friends also had missionary work in China in the Nan-
jing area. We were going to be in the area last year and hoped 
to see evidences of their presence. On the Internet we discov-
ered a Chinese church with an English service. Arriving early, 
we peeked through the window at the packed-out Chinese 
service. The worshipers began singing in Chinese, “Jesus is all 
the world to me.” What an emotional moment as we were 
privileged to see from a 100-year perspective the impact of 
those faithful pioneer missionaries. 

Philip Yancey defines faith as “believing in advance 
what will only make sense in reverse” (Prayer: Does It Make 
Any Difference, p. 210). The missionary biographies tell of 
despair, depression, and doubts—but also commitment and 
conviction to serve with little or no fruit. Our challenge may 
be our witness to a family member or a neighbor but we must 
remain faithful and trust in God for the outcome. 

SONG: Jesus Is All the World to Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: As much as I want to know the 

“whys” of today, I trust you, Father, in all. 
—Kay Burgi 
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Saturday 
November 6 Relevant Faith 

BIBLE READING: Romans 1:8-17 
The theme, Outrageous Faith, has captivated my thinking for 
several months as we prepare for the summer camping season. 
How does one explain faith to young campers? Faith is some-
thing more easily observed than defined. Biblical personalities 
and missionary biographies make for exciting stories but are 
pretty far removed from the experiences of today. 

But there are examples of bold faith all around if we just 
take the time to notice. The testimony of Cassie Bernall at 
Columbine High School—who confessed her faith with a gun 
in her face—had a profound effect on teens here in Colorado. 
But just speaking up when you observe discrimination or 
intimidation would be a courageous act of faith. It may not 
seem like a big deal but it’s so easy for us to ignore the wrongs 
in our daily lives while waiting for the “big test.” 

In my circle of experiences I see faith every six months 
when my friend has an appointment with her oncologist. Fear 
of the future is conquered by faith that God will provide grace 
for all her needs. I see faith when a couple adopts an abused 
child and makes a lifetime commitment to nurturing that 
child no matter what. I see faith when our son left the engi-
neering profession to be a youth pastor. An investment in the 
future of kids was more important than an engineer’s salary. 
Each of the counselors at our camp exercise faith as they 
expend their energies to make Christ real to their campers and 
encourage them in their Christian walk. Look around and see 
where you see faith alive in the lives of others and also in 
your own life. And give praise to God. 

SONG: My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Encourage my faith, O Lord, 

that I may be of service to others. 
—Kay Burgi 


