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Friday 
April 3 To Follow Jesus 

BIBLE READING: John 18:1-5 
I have often heard believers reflect together about what it 
looks like to follow Jesus, and there are few questions that I 
have spent more time meditating. This question can encom-
pass our entire faith, yet also adapt to every personal and pri-
vate situation. It demands thought in every micro- and meta-
narrative of our faith.  

As I read John 18, the question becomes, “What does it 
mean to follow Jesus in the garden?” We read that Judas knew 
where to take the detachment of soldiers, “because Jesus often 
met there with his disciples.” I imagine the garden to be a 
place of serenity where Jesus shared his most intimate and 
vulnerable moments. Now it is about to be invaded by 
“soldiers together with priests and the Pharisees…with lan-
terns and torches and weapons.” This group was armed, ready 
to inflict whatever wounds they needed to in order to get their 
job done. But I suspect that although he wasn’t an armed sol-
dier, Judas’s involvement caused the most damage as one clos-
est to Jesus and therefore able to inflict the greatest pain.  

John uses another phrase that screams for my attention: 
“knowing all this was going to happen.” What does it look 
like to follow Jesus who left heaven, knowing life would be 
full of suffering and that even his closest friends would make 
efforts to deeply wound him? But he did it anyway, motivated 
by a love so powerful that it drives out all fear. This is what it 
means to follow Jesus in the garden, to the cross, into the life-
giving kingdom, and into the arms of the Father. 

SONG: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, that is my prayer—  

to follow you—no turning back…no turning back. 
—Joshua Bunce 


