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Sunday 
January 25 A Broad Place 

BIBLE READING: Job 36:5-16 
This week we will be exploring the expansive nature of God’s 
character and the invitation given to God’s children to live a 
life in witness to this expansive God. This description of God 
given by Elihu in Job ends in a favorite passage of mine, one 
that has given me tremendous comfort in seasons I have char-
acterized as full of distress and constraints. “He also allured 
you out of distress into a broad place where there was no 
constraint, and what was set on your table was full of fat-
ness” (v. 16 NRSV).  

On the journey of faith, I have known times that my 
questions and my uncertainty have felt as though they were 
constricting my chest. My Christi-
anity seemed too small at times to 
contain all my experiences and 
sincere searching. I have come to 
see that many of those constraints 
were not from God, but from insti-
tutions and places of power and 
corruption that failed to represent God’s true nature. The more 
lives I got to know personally, lives of those who seemed like 
my “other” or my opposite, the more I realized how broad the 
kingdom of God must be to have a place for all of us. I have 
learned that hurry wounds a questioning soul and God invites 
each of us into places where we have the space to change.  

As we are invited to trust this God, we must believe that 
part of our deliverance is from our own small-mindedness 
into a vast understanding of God’s bountiful table set for all. 

SONG: Called Me Higher (All Sons and Daughters) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, make us into a people 

who are not afraid to follow you into broad places. 
—Jennifer Buck 

Share your thoughts with the writer and 
other readers in the Fruit of the Vine 
community. Use the simple sign up at 
www.myFriendsCommunity.com 
to join the conversation. 
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Monday 
January 26 Living in a Small Way 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 6:11-18 
The Message paraphrase opens this passage by reminding the 
Corinthian church that they fenced themselves in and the 
smallness they feel comes from within. Paul desires to invite 
them to enter a wide-open, spacious life. This expansiveness 
comes as an invitation from God to understand how this mar-
velous life given from God is not to be wasted.  

One example given by Paul is the idea of corruption or 
compromise. The Corinthian Christians had limited the gospel 
by focusing on small rituals and rules rather than the fullness 
of forgiveness and grace.  

So often we try to narrow our communities and focus on 
who is “in” or who is “out” rather than living as a people 
more concerned with living confidently as God’s children. If 
we center ourselves on Jesus, our need to control and limit 
others fades as we surrender all control to God. God’s love 
beckons us to live completely as God’s people, with different 
concerns than the world’s games of “in” groups and “out” 
groups. God does not fence people in; we fence ourselves in. 
The opposite of living our lives in a small way invites us into 
a space without borders. We are a Spirit-led people who fol-
low the movement of God wherever that leads us, which often 
is to a place so much greater than we could have imagined. 

SONG: Cannot Keep You (Gungor) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, forgive us for the times  

we have tried to keep you in and have created false barriers. 
We confess the times we have fenced ourselves in. Guide us 
to live openly and expansively as we follow you. 

—Jennifer Buck 
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Tuesday 
January 27 

Opening the Book  
of My Heart to His Eyes 

BIBLE READING: 2 Samuel 22:17-25 
Sometimes, coming to terms with what God’s extravagance 
can give to our lives means that all of the things we have 
constructed have to fall apart. There are seasons when our 
human efforts feel like a mess of broken pieces. Sometimes 
that is a by-product of our sin or the structures of sin around 
us, and other times there is no reason other than that things 
have fallen apart. God has to clear away what was to make 
room for what will be.  

If God is going to build something bigger in our lives, it 
often involves the bittersweet process of change and transfor-
mation. God desires to be constantly making new things in 
our lives, re-creating us and inviting us into something 
deeper. Part of the power of this prayer of David’s in Samuel 
is that it involves a heart that is surrendered. David under-
stood seasons where God changed him and worked in the 
broken pieces of his life.  

The Message speaks to God rewriting the text of his life 
when he “opened the book of my heart to his eyes” (v.25). 
David testifies to this truth: God does not waste. God also does 
not abandon his people. None of our experiences are ever 
wasted because our God is anything but wasteful. God re-
writes our stories and our outcomes so that our stories tell of 
God’s greatness. Our invitation is to have our eyes open to see 
that work happening in our life and in the lives around us. 

SONG: Every Season (Nichole Nordeman) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, I surrender the pieces of 

my life before you. Keep me alert to your ways so I don’t miss 
anything you’re doing. Rewrite the story of my life. 

—Jennifer Buck 
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Wednesday 
January 28 The Unforced Rhythms of Grace 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 11:25-30 
Part of understanding the extravagant nature of God is learn-
ing about God’s expansive grace and rest. For those burnt out 
or worn out, Jesus desires to teach us how to live freely and 
lightly.  

One of those lessons is to live faithfully and give great 
effort into our work, but not to need to earn anything or save 
anyone. Our job is not to earn our keep or secure eternal life 
for any individual. We are invited into the life of freedom 
following a God who saves. Keeping company with this Jesus 
promises an apprenticeship in rhythms that will allow us to 
recover our life.  

God invites us to see the ordinary, everyday moments of 
our lives transformed into encounters where we see God 
around us and working in us, forming us into the image of the 
Son. Some of the most powerful language from this passage of 
Jesus teaching in The Message  is where we are invited to 
“learn the unforced rhythms of grace.” Grace is so radical in 
our grace-less world that it takes time for us to learn its 
rhythms. God does not force these rhythms onto us, but the 
way of Jesus welcomes us into a new way to be human.  

The breadth and depth of God’s freedom allows us to let 
go of the compulsion to try to do it all, or fix it all, and for-
gives us for all the moments when we forget that truth. 

SONG: Oh Great God, Give Us Rest  
(David Crowder Band) 

PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, give us ears to listen and 
willing spirits to follow you into real rest. Free us from our 
burdens and teach us how to live freely and lightly. 

—Jennifer Buck 
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Thursday 
January 29 The Only Good Ground for Life 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 13:5-15 
We are called to be a fearless people as followers of God. We 
can have confidence in this because we know that the grace of 
Christ is the only good ground for life.  

God’s blood is the only invitation to find salvation and 
have true life. And once we have experienced this, or even 
just a taste of this good life, we see what impossible things are 
now possible. And with this fearlessness in mind, the author 
of Hebrews challenges us not to be privileged insiders but 
instead to go outside and follow Jesus into all the abandoned 
places. Our God is in the business of redemption, and this 
work happens through the people of God participating in that 
redemption. Relaxing comes with accepting the reality that 
God will provide for our needs and give us his presence al-
ways.  

I have found it to be true that taking in the grace of 
Christ is a daily invitation to follow God into the unknown 
places and a daily challenge to resist the other voices that 
want to lead me on other paths. Because I know the blood of 
Christ to be the only true thing, then the task set before my life 
is to let the power of that blood do the hard work of putting 
me back together. My desire is to be re-formed in the way that 
gives God the most pleasure and provides everything I need to 
please God. 

SONG: Jesus’ Blood Never Failed Me Yet (Jars of Clay) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May God, who puts  

all things together, makes all things whole, who made  
a lasting mark through the sacrifice of Jesus, provide  
you with everything you need to please him and make  
you into what gives him most pleasure.  
(Paraphrase of the prayer in Hebrews 13:19-21 MSG) 

—Jennifer Buck 
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Friday 
January 30 Free to Live a Free Life 

BIBLE READING: Galatians 5:1-10 
Living in God’s expansive freedom is a daily choice we are 
invited to make. Freedom doesn’t come accidentally. It isn’t 
something we stumble into. Freedom is part of the nature of 
God, something we are lured into, impelled by God’s persua-
siveness. It is an active process we participate and cooperate 
in with God by both accepting the reality presented by God 
and actively entering into it.  

The author of Galatians stresses this choice by giving 
this guidance: “When you attempt to live by your own reli-
gious plans and projects, you are cut off from Christ, you fall 
out of grace” (v. 4 MSG). These words may seem harsh, but 
the writer wants the believers in Galatia to understand that we 
trade all obligations of a life of slavery for all the advantages 
of the free life of God when we give up our own religious 
plans.  

There are seasons of our life when we all trade freedom 
in Christ for the slavery of the world that masks itself as free-
dom. The hard-won freedom that Christ claims for all of us 
echoes what theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer calls “costly 
grace.” Costly grace is the opposite of cheap grace—freedom 
without cost or limits. God wants to give costly grace with 
extravagant generosity, but we trade it for principles and 
systems that cheapen grace.  

The invitation of freedom is to serve one another in love, 
giving us the opportunity to watch this freedom grow. God’s 
faithfulness is always truer than the false freedoms around us. 

SONG: He’s Always Been Faithful (Sara Groves) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, aid us in living freely, 

animated and motivated by God’s Spirit. Allow the life of the 
Spirit to work out its implications in every detail of our lives. 

—Jennifer Buck 
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Saturday 
January 31 Be Glad and Rejoice 

BIBLE READING: Joel 2:12-24 
God desires that the teachings he gives feel like rain out of 
heaven, intended to refresh and nourish our souls. God does 
not always promise security or safety, but only the gift of 
presence. Scriptures promise us that the kind and merciful 
God will remain true to those traits. God is extravagant in love 
and, as Joel reminds us, “always ready to cancel catastrophe”  
(v. 13 MSG).  

As our week comes to a close, may this be our prayer: 
“We read these words of your prophet and think of the times 
we have been unfaithful to you and the times you have been 
faithful to us. When all of life is said and done, we want our 
lives to bear witness to your grace and freedom. This is shown 
both in our faithfulness and in the seasons when we abandon 
your teachings. So our hope for today is that your teachings 
would permeate our heart, soul, mind, and strength in every 
moment of our lives, and that your grace would be evident in 
those moments when we ignore your teachings. Creation 
reminds us of the great things you have done and your love 
gives us so much to celebrate.”  

So whether we are in a season when that celebration 
comes easily, or whether it is a more difficult song, God con-
tinues to make each of his people more holy.  

SONG: Love You Swore (John Mark McMillan) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, we know how deeply you 

love us but sometimes we confess that we are afraid. In the 
midst of our current storms, our prayer is that you would be 
our harbor. Remind us constantly of who you are and our 
desperate need for you. May we cling tightly to you and hold 
loosely to the other realities around us. May your Spirit be 
poured out in our lives, through your Word, your teachers, 
and your prophets so that each of us may know you more. 

—Jennifer Buck 


