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When not chasing around my two small 
boys, I am an adjunct professor at George 
Fox University and its seminary. I am a 
lifelong Friend from Northwest Yearly 
Meeting. My spouse, Joel, and I also 
sojourned in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
while I obtained my MDiv at Princeton 
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(quakeroatslive.blogspot.com). 
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  Wednesday 
January 1 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 11; 12:1-3 
What gives you hope? I find myself to be a fairly hope-full 
person. Sure, I see all the inequity in the world and all the 
problems, the insufficiencies in myself. Yet I feel so much 
hope each day. (Well, most days, at least.) 

I locate hope in human history—in seeing the people 
who have allowed God to transform their lives in world-
changing ways. I’m reminded of the “great cloud of witnesses” 
in Hebrews 12, following the stories of so many strange and 
misfit heroes and heroines of the faith in Hebrews 11. I find 
hope in these people, and in the stories of so many others 
since then, because they provide a spiritual community that 
reaches across time. They whisper words of encouragement in 
my ear; they cheer me on. In their stories I see that I’m not 
alone in yearning for the kingdom of God, the beloved 
community, the utopian dream of a perfect world, a “more 
perfect union,” heaven on earth—shalom. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is within you and 
among you” (Luke 17:21 AMP), and I think by living into that 
kingdom, we’re participating in a spiritual community that 
isn’t bound by time. By actively seeking that kingdom and 
moving toward it, we’re allowing a portal to open up into our 
world—a portal of light and hope, a window into that 
universally yearned for shalom. When we do this, we are 
living in the kingdom of God and we are bringing that 
kingdom to others—the Inward Light of Christ pouring out 
into the world like a light through a clear window on a dark 
night. This provides me the beginnings of hope. 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Light of the World, may our 

lives be windows to your kingdom, allowing life and hope to 
permeate the world around us. 

—Cherice Bock 

What Gives You Hope? 
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Thursday 
January 2 What Gives You Hope? 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
I find incredible hope in seeing the work of Jesus and his 
Spirit across time, in the people and in the glimmers of the 
shalom kingdom of God I see through their lives. One of my 
favorite things about being a Bible and church history 
professor is rehearsing each semester the story of how God 
has broken into human history in profound and life-changing 
ways. Yes, the Bible and church history have their share of 
recorded wars and political intrigue, legalism, and petty 
quarrels. But they also show us a picture of a God who shows 
mercy, grace, and righteous anger against injustice and who 
promises deep relationship with those who will walk in God’s 
ways. Jesus comes and offers the hope of the kingdom of God 
here, now, and coming to fruition in new ways all the time. 

Quaker history fills me with hope. Though not perfect, 
at our best we are a people who intentionally seek after the 
living God and are led into situations where we see a need 
and work against injustice: prison reform, mental health 
reform, abolition, women’s suffrage, fair and healthful 
working conditions, fairly traded products. I’m so grateful for 
the kindred spirits in Friends history—ordinary people taking 
small steps against injustice, making a real difference in the 
direction of human history, becoming prophets. I see people 
who have followed their passions and their convictions; 
who’ve listened to the Inward Light; who’ve taken baby steps, 
failed, and built or joined a movement. I pray for the grace to 
be one of those people, and for the grace of fellow travelers. 

SONG: The Servant Song 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh God, source of all hope, 

thank you for those who have preserved history that we might 
know your ways and follow you more truly. May we sow 
seeds of hope and peace in our world. 

—Cherice Bock 


