
 The origin of our Evangelical Friends 
Mission (EFM) work in Bhutan took 
place in October, 2000, when John and 
Sangi Vanlal (from Nepal) made a visit 
to Bhutan. Two months later Rupak 
and Pramila Tamang began to plant 
churches in the heavily Buddhist 
country. By 2005 the work had  
grown so much that both Rupak and 
Pramila quit their jobs and took up the 
ministry full time. In 2005 the work in 

Bhutan was “adopted” by EFM as an 
official mission field. 

 The Bhutan Friends Mission now has 
churches planted in eight districts in 
Bhutan, across distances of well over 
100 miles. (A 125 mile journey from 
Thimphu by car takes 7-8 hours!) 

Bhutan & the 
Friends Mission 

 Bhutan is nestled up  
against the Himalayan  
mountains. Two of its 
neighbors, India and 
China, make it look  
tiny by comparison.  

 The population of the  
whole country is less than ¾ of a 
million people. This is fewer people 
than a city like Columbus, Ohio. 

 The capital city is Thimphu [pictured at 
right]. Like Jerusalem was the center 
for early Christians, Thimphu is the 
base of operations for expansion 
throughout the country and beyond for 
our Friends ministry in Bhutan. 

 The Kingdom of Bhutan was a “closed 
country” (closed to foreigners) up until 
1974 when the country began to relax 
its restrictions. However, today as a 
means of limiting the number of 
tourists—and preventing the country 
from becoming over-run—the 
government requires all tourists who 
do not have personal contacts with 
Bhutanese citizens to post with a travel 
agency a tariff of $250 for each day 
they will be in the country. 



Beyond Bhutan 
Nima Dawa Sherpa and his wife, 
Neelu Rai, (photo on left) and 
daughter Rachel (8) and son Adriel 
(5) were the firstfruits—the very first 
converts out of Buddhism—that 
resulted from the evangelistic work 
begun in the capital city of Thimphu 
by Rupak and Pramila Tamang in 
December, 2000. 

As new Christians being discipled  
by the Tamangs, they soon caught 
the church planting vision of the  
Bhutan Friends Mission and sensed  
a call from God to be involved in this 
great work of spreading the Gospel.  

As they matured in the Lord, their 
vision crystallized into a desire to 
plant churches in Sikkim, India—just 
across the border from Bhutan. As a 
result, the family is currently living 
in the Indian state of Sikkim and 
they have now planted three cell 
churches there with about 150 
people involved.  

Nima and his family are currently 
being supported in Sikkim by a 
financial partnership between  
Derby (Kansas) Friends Church  
and the Bhutan Friends Mission. 

Disciples make disciples;  
churches plant churches;  
missions start missions. 



Himalayan range to evangelize and plant 
churches among the different tribal 
groups living there. 

Four different phases of the outreach 
ministry of the “mother church” are: 

1. Training 40+ youth with computer 
skills. This ministry has great 
evangelistic potential since “IT”  
(internet technology) is a current  
craze among youth in Bhutan. Young 
Christians in the Friends Church are 
able to witness to friends as they use 
Facebook and e-mail and are able to 
download many Christian songs  
that have great potential for 
influencing their friends for Christ. 

2. At the Thimphu Friends Church each 
week the Sunday school is able to 
provide milk and bread for about 50 
children who attend. This holistic 
ministry is a great encouragement to 
families, and obviously an incentive for 
the children to become faithful in 

attendance. Because of the tight-knit 
nature of most Bhutanese families, this 
milk-and-bread ministry actually helps 
to bring entire families to the Lord. 

3. Since Thimphu is the capital city and 
administrative center for the country of 
Bhutan, many people come to the 
hospital there for medical treatment. 
Some, experiencing the healing power 
of prayer, become believers and are 
able to return to their hometowns with 
a powerful Christian witness. Some of 
these people are government workers, 
while others are contractors, shop-
keepers, and other key people in their 
communities. Many of them become 
involved in the church’s vision to plant 
a new cell church, which in turn has 
the goal of planting three other cell 
churches in the immediate area.  
(A cell church in Bhutan is a  
Christian gathering of 5-30 people.) 

4. Thirty mothers have been taught how 
to read and write. 

Leadership  
Development  
Our Friends ministry in Bhutan now 
includes 37 organized churches, with 
eight more groups not yet organized. 
This total of 45 represent about 800 
members. Bhutan Friends Mission centers 
around “the mother church” in Thimphu, 
a church with about 300 members. 

Leadership development is a very 
important part of the work being done in 
Bhutan. The Friends Bible School in the 
capital city exists to train the 45 current 
leaders and other young leaders as they 
are discipled in order to reach the goal of 
planting 108 churches in Bhutan by 
2020. This leadership development 
ministry has the goal of training 12-15 
new leaders each year. The Friends Bible 
School has classes on subjects like: 

Intimacy with God 

Holy Spirit Empowerment 

Right Relationships 

Biblical Truth 

Dying to Self and Living for Christ 

The Church and the Kingdom 

Evangelism and Compassion and Missions. 

The church planting goal of the Bhutan 
Friends Mission involves sending 
missionaries into various areas of the 



A testimony  
from Chandra 

One fine morning the pastor who 
had baptized my father called me 
to attend a youth meeting in his 
church. Though I was full of guilt 
for not attending church, I went 
to the meeting. There was a 
speaker from Kathmandu, Nepal, 
and he shared from Matthew 
6:14-33. My perspective changed. 

After the meeting was over, the  
pastor called and offered me the 
opportunity to go to a short-term 
Bible school. I went to the Bible 
school where I was taught who 
God is and what His plan is for 
me. After Bible school I realized 
that going away from Him was 
my great mistake, and I decided 
not to do that again.  

I am so blessed now. I am happy 
that I am a partaker of eternal 
life. My life is good now and also 
meaningful. Moreover, I became 
a person with a vision to plant 
churches here in Bhutan.  
Do pray for me. 

Rupak and Pramila Tamang 
Rupak and Pramila Tamang, the founding national leaders 
of our Friends work in Bhutan, have three boys. David is in 
10th grade, Samuel in 6th, and Semon in the 5th grade.  

Last summer Rupak and Pramila operated a youth camp 
which involved the young people playing games, doing 
skits and putting on dramatic presentations of the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son, the Parable of the Ten Virgins, and the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Rupak and Pramila have as their life verse  
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV): 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age. 

Also Isaiah 60:1-5, 54:1-5, Haggai 1:1-15, Matthew 9:35-38 

Prayer requests 
for Bhutan  
Friends Mission: 
 Pray that strong and 

effective leaders be  
raised up for the work 
of planting churches  
to steward a strong 
disciple-making 
movement that is  
self-sustaining. 

 Pray for the Lord to 
raise up individuals and 
churches to adopt the 
Bhutan Mission in prayer 
and partner with EFM  
for monthly financial 
support. Currently the 
budgets are under-
funded for Tamang’s 
personal support and 
the mission’s field 
ministry expenses.  

 Pray for the mission  
as they develop an infra-
structure to support the 
movement, including 
purchasing land and 
constructing a Training 
Center in the capital  
city of Thimphu. 


