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Sunday
January 22 The Power of Attention

BIBLE READING: Acts 3:1-5

Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look 
at us!” So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get 

something from them (Acts 3:4-5).
When I was growing up in the 50s, my dad would usually lis-
ten to one particular preacher on the radio. From time to time 
during those sermons, the preacher would ask his audience, 
“Are you listening?” It was his cue that he was about to say 
something of importance.

In a similar way, my high school biology teacher would 
cue his classes that a particular segment of a lesson was likely 
to show up on a test. You could always hear the pencils start 
scribbling on notebook paper whenever Mr. Adams would say, 
“You’ll probably see this again so you might want to write this 
down.”

Throughout the years since, I have noticed that people 
who deliberately focus their attention are more likely to re-
member, more likely to accomplish, more likely to experience, 
more likely to gain good from the opportunities they encounter. 
Whether riding through a mountain pass, holding a new baby, 
or sitting at a family dinner, the attentive person will notice 
what others do not notice, and will gain blessings from all their 
experiences.

In a heightened sense, this is also true of our encounters 
with the Divine. Whether in the midst of solitary quiet moments 
or in the intensity of crucial events, those with their attention 
on God will find themselves growing ever closer to him, even 
though sometimes by very unexpected means.

SONG: In the Garden
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

strengthen me in your Spirit that I may always keep my 
attention on you.

—Harold Arnett
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Monday
January 23 Beyond Expectation

BIBLE READING: Acts 3:6-8

Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give 
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” 

(Acts 3:6).
As a former industrial arts teacher and persistent remodeler for 
over forty years, I confess to affection for good tools. “Good 
tools make good work and make work good,” could be sten-
ciled on the wall of my workshop, if there was room for any-
thing to be stenciled. Knowing this about me, my wife, Randa, 
bought me a new cordless power drill/driver for Christmas a 
couple of years ago.

I was a bit disappointed when I opened the gift. The new 
drill was tiny, about half the size and weight of the one I al-
ready had. “I don’t need a toy drill,” I thought to myself. But I 
plugged it into the charger anyway. An hour later, I tried it out.

I couldn’t believe how much power it had! It had the same 
torque as the older, larger, heavier drill. With its light weight, I 
could use it for a couple of hours of overhead drilling or driving 
without my arm and shoulder beginning to ache.

As I reflect on deeper things in my life, I can see that 
many times what at first disappointed me in God’s response to 
some request or longing actually proved to be far better than 
the thing or situation for which I had asked. What he provided 
brought greater growth, greater blessing, greater good than I 
could have even imagined.

SONG: He Touched Me (Bill Gaither)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father God, thank you for 

loving me enough to provide me with better than I expected 
throughout my life.

—Harold Arnett
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Tuesday
January 24 The Power of Change

BIBLE READING: Acts 3:9-10

When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they 
recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the 

temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him (Acts 3:9-10).

A few decades ago, I preached for a small congregation in 
Clinton, Kentucky. One Sunday, one of the elders shared with 
me that he’d had a conversation with the new county extension 
agent who had recently moved there.

“I invited her to come to church here and she asked me 
who our preacher was. When I told her, she couldn’t believe 
me. She said, ‘Harold Arnett from Todd County?! He was the 
meanest kid at Trenton Elementary School!’”

Of course, I had no idea what could possibly have given 
her that idea. Other than punching a kid in the nose a time 
or two or chasing down some pesky brat in the parking lot, 
I couldn’t remember doing anything from that long ago that 
might explain her perception.

Had she seen me visiting an elderly person in the nursing 
home, or teaching a children’s Sunday school class or hold-
ing my three-year-old on my lap while I rocked him to sleep, I 
think Evelyn would have seen a different person from the one 
she remembered. Even though we may not have been healed of 
leprosy, had our vision restored, or gone from lame to leaping, 
we can nonetheless bear witness to the Lord’s great power in 
our lives. When we bear in our lives the fruit of the Spirit, those 
who know us well will see the witness of his touch and power.

SONG: I’m a New Creation (David Ingles)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Spirit, give me wisdom 

and grace that my life may bear witness of the Light that lives 
within me.

—Harold Arnett
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Wednesday
January 25 The Power of Caring about Others

BIBLE READING: Acts 4:32-35

And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there 
were no needy persons among them (Acts 4:33b-34a).

It seems like every year brings a new story of farming fami-
lies in southern Kansas rallying together to help someone with 
planting or harvest. Sometimes it’s due to illness or an acci-
dent. In even darker times, it’s due to the farmer’s death or a 
death in the family.

Whatever the cause, the response is always inspiring. 
Pictures of a dozen or more great combines moving in sequence 
across the rolling plains of grain never fail to move me. Swirls 
of dust rise up in a red ball sunset, silhouetting farmers and 
their machines along the long horizon. Beyond those swirls, 
those who are not busy driving trucks are readying supper 
enough to feed all who are helping. Among men who rarely 
speak of things like love, great love is shown in the sweat and 
work. It is all done with no expectation of pay other than the 
heartfelt “thanks” that will be spoken again and again.

It is not that these farming families have nothing else to 
do; their own crops need harvesting or planting, depending on 
the season. Their own livestock need tending, and their own 
fences need mending. It is rather that, at least for this special 
situation, they all set aside their own needs so that they can 
attend to the needs of others.

In moments such as these, we see what love can do; we 
see what we can become.

SONG: Count Your Blessings 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus who died for me, let 

me see you in those who are in need and remember that all 
the good that I have has been given to me by your own hand.

—Harold Arnett
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Thursday
January 26 Other than Expected

BIBLE READING: Acts 14:21-28

Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, strengthening 
the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We 

must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” 
they said (Acts 14:21b-22).

I planted my first and last corn crop when I was sixteen. Dad 
cosigned a loan for me to borrow six hundred dollars to buy 
seed and fertilizer. In addition to all of the usual labor with the 
tractor and equipment, I did the unusual part of walking every 
row and hand spraying four acres in early July when smart-
weed threatened to take over the smaller field. Thanks to the 
Lord’s blessing and my hard work, the crop looked great—until 
the southern corn blight hit less than a month later and devas-
tated the crop. After the harvest was over, I had barely enough 
money to pay off the loan. I happily gave up my notions of 
being a farmer and became a school teacher instead.

In some respects, that summer was almost a failure; all 
that investment of money, time, and labor left me with nothing 
to show. On the other hand, it gave me a tremendous sense of 
maturity. I proved that I could do the work, handle the equip-
ment, and manage the money. I also learned that without the 
hand of God’s blessing, all the work in the world means nothing.

Walking in God’s grace is not about never experiencing 
disappointment, trials, and even heartache. It is about reaching 
our destination regardless of the obstacles that we encounter. In 
the end, all of the loss and pain will seem like nothing for the 
joy of the kingdom of heaven.

SONG: Farther Along
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I give you praise for every 

trial, every hardship, every disappointment, for through them, 
you have supplied your grace and increased my faith.

—Harold Arnett
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Friday
January 27 Another Open Door

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 2:12-17

Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found 
that the Lord had opened a door for me, I still had no peace of 

mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-
bye to them and went on to Macedonia (2 Corinthians 2:12-13).

If memory serves me correctly, and it still does most days, I have 
moved at least twenty-seven times. Sometimes it was from one 
house to another a few miles away; sometimes it was hundreds 
of miles away. Sometimes it was due to changing jobs; some-
times it was due to just changing my mind.

I have lived in six different states, so far, held more than 
a dozen different full-time jobs, and preached as a bivocational 
minister for at least eleven different congregations.

I have found that God has always provided something for 
me to do no matter where I am or how I got there. I initiated 
contact with only one of those eleven churches. In every other 
case, the opportunity came to me unsolicited. In addition to 
preaching, there have been other opportunities for service as 
well: Boy Scouts, civic groups, charity work, neighbors who 
needed a little help, or some drifter stranded on the road.

I’ve known people who were almost terrified to even think 
about moving or finding a different job: “I’m afraid I might do 
something that would take me out of the Lord’s will.”

As Jonah found out, trying to go the way opposite to our 
calling doesn’t work out so well. Otherwise, God seems to be 
more flexible than we are. He has always been able to use willing 
people, no matter where they live or what their circumstances.

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, help me glorify 

you in all things, whether in the comfort of old familiar 
surroundings or in the adventure of changes in my life.

—Harold Arnett
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Saturday
January 28 Opportunity and Opposition

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 16:5-9

But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door 
for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who 

oppose me (1 Corinthians 16:8-9).
I had just started a new job as a college executive. My new boss 
was positive and encouraging, my colleagues were friendly 
and welcoming, and the faculty seemed genuinely pleased 
to have me on board. “This is great!” I thought, “What a nice 
opportunity.”

A few months and a few hundred decisions up the road, 
there wasn’t much that felt like honeymoon anymore! Student 
complaints, faculty complaints, staff complaints, and parent 
complaints seemed to flow like a small river. There were also 
the inevitable conflicts that arise among administrators, no 
matter how reasonable and well-intentioned.

It is tempting for many of us to want to give up when 
we encounter opposition or unpleasantness. “Oh, I guess I was 
wrong; I guess this wasn’t the great opportunity I thought it 
was.” The truth is, though, that it is extremely rare that any 
change does not provoke resistance from someone. Usually, 
the more significant the opportunity, the more significant the 
opposition.

There are many great and wonderful things that have been 
accomplished in the name of Christ which would never have 
been achieved had people of faith concluded that opposition 
was an indication that God’s blessing was not upon them. If we 
only enter those open doors that involve no adversity, we will 
rarely find ourselves accomplishing the good that God desires.

SONG: Through It All
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, help me to remember 

that I can accomplish all things through your strength. Fill me 
with your Spirit and lead me always.

—Harold Arnett


