
Luke Ankeny 

Recently, after being outvoted by my wife (Heidi) and our three sons 
(Samuel, Jacob, and Braden), we brought home a free puppy, one 
without a hybrid designer name combining the three dog breeds she 
claims as her own (Labrador, Blue Heeler, and German Shepherd). 
We call her Reese. As I suspected, there is no such thing as a free 
puppy, as she has thus far cost me both money and sleep. We are in 
the season of having a new puppy in our house, and I will admit that 
she is fun to take naps with. 

We live with Reese in our new-to-us home that we moved into last 
summer and live in by making monthly payments to the bank. Built 
in the 1940s, the house has had three owners, with the previous 
tenant having lived there since 1959. Our current next door neighbor 
has been in our neighborhood since 1963. As someone who has 
moved around a lot, I am learning to appreciate the season of lon-
gevity and putting down roots during our season of home ownership. 

This week’s Scripture reading comes from verses 1-8 of Ecclesiastes 
chapter 3 and looks at the different seasons, activities, and rhythms 
we find in life. I enjoy variety in seasons and activities and reading, 
and this portion of Ecclesiastes reminds me that God is involved in 
all of them. As you read this from Ecclesiastes and my thoughts, I 
trust the Holy Spirit will guide you as you reflect on the reading and 
consider the seasons of your own life. 
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Sunday 
May 18 Harvest 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 
As I write this, harvest is just finishing up here in southern 
Idaho. Last spring crops were planted; then irrigated, weeded, 
cultivated, thinned, and fertilized over the summer; and now 
the farmers are busy getting all of their crops gathered in 
before the snow flies. The sugar beets are all stacked in their 
huge piles and the combines are busy filling trucks with corn. 
Not living on a farm anymore, I just sit back and watch—and 
dodge sugar beets falling off of trucks when I’m out on a run 
along country roads. 

Living in a rural, agriculturally-based area—with its 
focus on life and plant cycles—has given me a healthy per-
spective in viewing all of life. My boys and I stop at a local 
dairy to watch a calf being born—and we learn about birth. In 
the third grade I looked out our front window and watched 
my dog get hit by a sugar beet truck—and I learned about 
death. 

Mostly in the spring and summer, but sometimes in the 
fall, seeds and starts are placed in the ground and watered. 
These fruits, vegetables, and other crops grow until they are 
uprooted and then become a source of life. Life happens out of 
the death of the plants. Spiritually speaking, the cycle of 
planting and uprooting is a good reminder for us, for we are 
encouraged to die to self so that we might receive life through 
Christ. 

SONG: I’ll Fly Away 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help us to understand the 

rhythms and cycles of life and death; help us to grow, learn, 
and serve as you plant and harvest in us. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Monday 
May 19 Hoop Dreams 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:3 
Coaching high school basketball is one of the things God calls 
me to do to serve the community where I live. I am grateful 
that the people with whom I church see this call as an impor-
tant aspect of my pastoral ministry. Our season starts in a 
couple of weeks, and as I think about the underclassmen I will 
coach on the junior varsity teams, the idea of a “time to tear 
down and a time to build up” rings true in my ears. 

In the movie Hoosiers, the coach is asked what he is 
going to do to get his basketball team where they need to be; 
he replies simply that he needs to “break them down and 
build them back up.” Some of the players on this year’s team 
will experience tearing down of bad habits, mental blocks, 
and attitudes so they can reach their potential both as men 
and as basketball players. 

Tearing down is not fun, especially when we are the 
ones being torn down and God is doing the tearing. Some-
times several layers are in the way and the tearing hurts. 
Building up can be an enjoyable experience when we get to a 
place where we are ready to listen and be obedient to God as 
he lavishes love and grace on us, continuing to build us up 
into becoming more like Jesus Christ. Transformation takes 
place in tearing down and building up. 

SONG: You Are the Potter, I Am the Clay 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, may your Holy Spirit 

work in us, and may we be receptive to the transformative 
work you want to do in us as we simply strive to be like  
Jesus. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Tuesday 
May 20 Comedy Central 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:4 
While not the main focus in today’s writing, I do believe we 
need to have an understanding that weeping and mourning 
are a part of life, and that God is with us as we weep and 
mourn. This Scripture passage teaches that the alternatives to 
weeping and mourning are laughing and dancing, which quite 
honestly are two things I enjoy more than crying and grief. 

This may or may not be appropriate, but my dream 
experience of corporate worship would involve an abundance 
of both laughing and dancing. Is there a better time for these 
two, potentially Holy Spirit-inspired things to exist? How 
awesome would it be if the Holy Spirit gave everyone the gift 
of laughter so that for ten minutes or more, we could connect 
with God through nonstop, corporate laughter?! 

Dancing is fun; and I always laugh when I dance, be-
cause I am not that good a dancer. There is something about 
moving a bit while worshiping God through song that brings 
body, mind, and spirit together. Plus, I have a goal to put the 
“quake” back in Quaker. 

In our home we laugh a lot, and sometimes we even 
dance around. Laughter is contagious, making everyone who 
joins in feel good. Perhaps besides connecting with God in 
worship through laughter and dancing, we also need to serve 
others by providing them with the opportunity to laugh and to 
dance. I’m guessing the world would be a much better place if 
we did. 

SONG: I’m So Happy and Here’s the Reason Why 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, give us the gift of divine 

laughter and dance as we worship you in our churches and  
in our homes; and give us opportunities to share the gifts of 
laughter, dance, and enjoyment of all that life has to offer 
with others. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Wednesday 
May 21 Being There 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:5 
One of privileges I have as a minister is spending time along-
side the people I church with during significant life moments. 
Three “big” moments are birth, death, and marriage, but being 
with people in the hospital or their homes because of sick-
ness, surgery, or tragic accidents ranks right up there as well. I 
don’t take this honor lightly, always appreciating the opportu-
nity to serve and minister in whatever capacity the Holy Spirit 
leads. 

Depending on the situation, during these life moments 
there are opportunities to embrace, opportunities to refrain 
from embracing, and opportunities to do both. I’m not much 
of a hugger, but at times (both good and bad) a hug is neces-
sary and needed—times to embrace. Weddings are times for 
good hugs, even when it’s for the dad of the bride for assur-
ance that he can make it through the ceremony in one piece. 
The hugs that come with tragic accidents and death are som-
ber; my best advice is to just stand there and hug as long as 
the person receiving the hug needs it. 

In death and tragedy I have also found the ministry of 
refraining to be important as well. The majority of the time I 
show up to sit with people, without saying a word—simply 
being present with them so they know that I am there and I 
care. Reassuring that they don’t have to worry about me, I am 
there to support and help as needed. 

SONG: He Knows My Name (I Have a Maker) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, lead us to an  

understanding of when it is time to embrace and  
when it is time to refrain from embracing, and help us  
to minister effectively for your kingdom in both ways. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Thursday 
May 22 To Hoard or Not to Hoard 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:6 
As a family, we have made a decision as followers of Jesus to 
live as simply as possible so we can focus our attention on the 
things that matter most to us—our relationships with each 
other, our relationships with other people, following Jesus, 
and ministering in and for his kingdom. Part of our simple 
lifestyle involves knowing when it is time to keep something 
and when it is time to throw something away. 

This practice lends itself to be helpful during our pur-
chasing conversations. If we need and will use an item for a 
while, we might make a higher quality purchase with the 
intent that it will last longer and remain in good shape. We 
tend to keep things that are useful and have a purpose, and get 
rid of those things that aren’t and don’t. 

Living with children who like to collect anything and 
everything makes it a bit harder to teach the importance of 
throwing something away, but I think they appreciate the 
uncluttering of our lives and the ability to keep the things that 
are important and useful to them. 

We have also found the practice of keeping and throw-
ing away in a healthy manner helps our children not to be-
come too attached to their material possessions. Gift giving on 
birthdays and during Christmas supports the simplistic nature 
of our view about possessions, refraining from quantity and 
focusing on quality. 

SONG: Simple Gifts 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, grant us the freedom  

and wisdom involved in keeping and also in throwing  
things away. May we become experienced at both. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Friday 
May 23 Open Worship 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:7 
When gathering for worship on Sunday mornings, I most look 
forward to the time of Open Worship. Collectively we wait in 
silence, communing with God, expecting that the Holy Spirit 
may move some present to minister to the entire congregation 
through the spoken word. I like that in Open Worship there is 
both a time to be silent and a time to speak. 

We teach about Open Worship quite a bit, helping us 
remain in tune to what this time of worship is all about. Dur-
ing our teaching we emphasize the importance of praying 
through the question of whether or not our leading to share is 
of God. We explain the mysterious nature of this time of wor-
ship and about the need to be faithful in sharing when God 
nudges us to share. 

Risk is involved in Open Worship for the pastor and 
elders if they are unwilling to trust the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit—we never know what is going to happen. At the same 
time this sense of risk makes Open Worship so meaningful 
and life-giving. We have teenagers in our church who like 
Open Worship more than anything else during our gathered 
times of worship; they appreciate the trust involved between 
us and God, and between all of us in the room together. Dur-
ing Open Worship there is a time to be silent and a time to 
speak, and we would do well to let the practice of Open Wor-
ship shape the other parts of our lives. 

SONG: Teach Me to Stop and Listen 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, may Open Worship—or  

at least the idea of it—be present in all aspects of our lives  
as we focus on you; may we be moved to action by your still, 
small voice. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Saturday 
May 24 Peace and Love 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:8 
I struggle with today’s Scripture because two of the things I 
understand and try to always live in to—love and peace—and 
the other two I don’t understand or don’t try to live in to—
hate and war. I know that here on earth because of humanity, 
there are times for these four things, but if I had my say in the 
matter (and I guess I do in my corner of the world), I would 
just opt for love and peace, and be perfectly content to do 
without war and hate. 

War and hate rub me the wrong way because you can’t 
have one without the other. In order to be at war with some-
one, you would have to hate them; and hatred for someone 
could often lead to some type of war. 

Love and peace are easy for me to grasp and practice 
because this is what I feel in my heart, what I feel the Holy 
Spirit leading me into in all aspects of my life and ministry. 
When I read about the stories of Jesus’ life in the Gospels, I see 
love and peace. And since I am trying to model myself after 
Jesus, I might as well start with these two things. Like with 
war and hate, I think love and peace go together; you have to 
have the package deal in order for both to happen well. 

SONG: Peace Like a River 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, instill in each of us the 

desire to love our neighbors as ourselves and to live at peace 
with others. May our practice of these two things be a witness 
to those who dwell in war and hate. 

—Luke Ankeny 


