
Luke Ankeny 

In the fall of 2011 my wife (Heidi), our three sons (Samuel, Jacob, 
and Braden), and I returned to my hometown of Homedale, Idaho, 
when I was called to pastor at Homedale Friends Community 
Church. I left Homedale in 1995 when I graduated from high school 
and since then have lived in five states, seven cities (some of them 
twice), and twelve different houses. 

Recently I have been reflecting on my journey with Christ and my 
journey through life—particularly in the areas of moving, working a 
variety of jobs, trying to follow Christ obediently, and experiencing 
our many family adventures. My travels have definitely shaped my 
faith and my relationship with Christ, just as the excursions of peo-
ple in the Bible affected them and their connection with God. I 
hope you enjoy this week’s ride as we take a look at some of those 
people and the trips they took. 

Now that we are back in Idaho and Northwest Yearly Meeting, we 
get the impression that God wants us to stay put for a while—which 
we are more than happy to do. I am, however, looking forward to 
the adventure of rediscovering Idaho, and whatever else God has in 
store, with Heidi and my three sons by my side. 
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Sunday 
December 2 God’s Plans 

BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 29:10-14 
When I was a senior in high school, my pastor’s wife gave me 
a book with the words of Jeremiah 29:11 written inside the 
front cover. At the time I was getting ready to visit a college. 
The phrase “For I know the plans I have for you” stood out to 
me then, and it has been a constant reminder of God’s pres-
ence in my life ever since. 

Unlike the original recipients of Jeremiah’s letter, I have 
never lived in exile. But I have moved across the United 
States a couple of times and not known if I would ever make 
my way back to the geographical place I’ve known as home. 
Other times I really had no clue what direction in ministry or 
occupation God wanted me to go. In these circumstances I 
believed and trusted the words of God spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah—that I would not be harmed, that I would 
prosper, that I would have “a hope and a future” (Jeremiah 
29:11). 

We do have a part to play in the plans God has for us: 
“Seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). As we journey 
with Christ, we need to make sure we are doing our best at 
pursuing God with all of our being. When we pursue God in 
this manner, we can trust that he will speak to us and that we 
will learn to follow him obediently. 

SONG: Step by Step (Oh God, You Are My God) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to pursue you 

with all of my heart. Remind me often that you have plans for 
me and help me listen well so that I know what they are. 
Amen. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Monday 
December 3 

God Is with Us  
(or Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat) 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 37:12-36 
I like this story of Joseph being betrayed by his brothers and 
sold into slavery—because I know how the story ends. If I 
read this story for the first time and thought it ended with Jo-
seph being sold into slavery, my opinion would be different. I 
wouldn’t like this Scripture because of the family disloyalty 
and the act of selling one person to another. 

In no way, shape, or form can I relate to Joseph and the 
events he went through on what he thought was a normal trip 
to visit his brothers. But I do understand that bad things can 
happen to us and that our intended plans do not always go 
our way. When life events seem less than positive, it is easy to 
get depressed, to have an attitude suggesting that life is not 
fair and everything bad happens to us, to think that God is 
either mad or no longer with us. 

Negative and unintended things have happened to me in 
my life’s journey. Sometimes my response leaned towards 
thinking that the world was ending; but I was always re-
minded that although things were hard or unfortunate, God 
was still with me and good can come out of the bad. My diffi-
cult situations have never developed into having as much au-
thority as Joseph was eventually given, but God has used 
these circumstances to draw me closer to him and to minister 
to others. 

SONG: Blessed Assurance 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, when unfortunate events 

in life come my way, help me remember that you will never 
leave me. Thank you for guiding me through the storms of life 
and for allowing me to minister out of my experiences. Amen. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Tuesday 
December 4 Listening with Others 

BIBLE READING: Numbers 22:21-35 
When I read this story, I’m always surprised that Balaam  
doesn’t seem to be too excited about the fact that his donkey is 
talking to him. Perhaps animals talked with their owners more 
back then. 

In this Scripture I’m really struck that God can choose to 
speak to us through livestock, leading me to believe that God 
might speak to us through anything or anyone—including the 
people we “church” with on a regular basis. At times in my 
life, I have struggled to see God even though he was standing 
right in front of me. In other instances I would have missed 
the opportunity God was presenting if not for other people 
listening to God’s voice with me. 

Often these people do not speak the word God has for us 
directly but, like Balaam’s donkey, hint that there is some-
thing else we need to pay attention to. Our job is to not behave 
like Balaam did toward his donkey, but rather we keep our 
eyes and ears open for God’s revelation through the help of 
other people. 

On the flip side, I desire with great enthusiasm to be like 
Balaam’s donkey with other people, helping them to notice 
God’s activity in their lives, to hear his voice, and to avoid 
possible disasters in their lives. 

SONG: Teach Me to Stop and Listen 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, thank you for revealing 

yourself to me through other people, and thank you for  
allowing me to nudge people in your direction. Help me to  
be attentive as Balaam’s donkey to your activity around me. 
Amen. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Wednesday 
December 5 In the Wilderness 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 4:1-11 
This Jesus story helps me connect with the person of Christ. 
As I read these words, I sense his humanity which helps me 
know I can be like Jesus in situations of temptation. Jesus’ 
journey into the wilderness is probably not the highlight of 
his earthly career, but this important event helped Jesus main-
tain his focus on God and the mission set before him. 

Jesus is tired, alone, and in the wilderness when he is 
tempted three times by Satan in areas of potential weakness 
for just about anybody. Yet he does not give in. We learn here 
that one way to combat temptation is by speaking Scripture 
boldly against the one tempting us, knowing God can give us 
just the right words exactly when we need them. 

I have had some wilderness or desert experiences where 
I felt alone and vulnerable. While I wasn’t hungry, I had areas 
of weakness that were an easy attack for Satan. I would like to 
say that I triumphed in all of those situations of temptation, 
but that simply wouldn’t be the truth. When faced with temp-
tation, I have had victories at times and at others fallen flat on 
my face. But I have learned much from both types of experi-
ences as I continue to work hard at being like Jesus when 
faced with temptation. 

SONG: Draw Me Close to You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, as I face temptations from 

the evil one on my travels in this world, please give me the 
strength to stay strong against those attacks. Amen. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Thursday 
December 6 He Did It, For a While 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 14:22-36 
I have never been on a boat trip quite like the one Matthew 
describes in this Scripture passage, but I do love to ride on 
boats and I love to look at boats. When I go to the Oregon 
Coast with my family, we enjoy walking through marinas and 
looking at all the different boats docked there. 

While studying this section of Scripture, my mind usu-
ally focuses on the fact that Peter was not quite “cutting it” in 
the faith category. I fail to remember that before he sank, Peter 
actually did walk on water. Jesus’ call to follow him is a call 
to be like him. And for the moment before he started sinking, 
as he walked on the water away from the boat, Peter was just 
like Jesus. 

I often wonder if Peter doubted his own ability or if he 
doubted that God could grant him the ability to walk on wa-
ter. Regardless, the great thing is that Peter didn’t give up try-
ing to be like Jesus. In this story I assume that Jesus and Peter 
walked back to the boat together. In other stories involving 
Peter, we see him still aspiring to be like Christ—something 
we all need to do as Christ-followers . 

I tried walking on water once when on vacation at the 
Oregon Coast. While that experience did not go so well, it 
doesn’t mean that I will stop trying to be like Jesus in all areas 
of my life, including walking on water. 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, empower me to want to be 

like you in all aspects of my life, including some of the really 
cool things you did, like walking on water. Amen. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Friday 
December 7 

You Never Know What Is  
Going to Happen 

BIBLE READING: Acts 9:1-19 
In my life I have been overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit a few 
times regarding a specific direction I was to go, but never have 
I had an experience like Saul on his trip to Damascus. 

It’s hard for me to grasp the sudden change in Saul’s 
heart—how he could go from wanting to kill the disciples one 
day to being a disciple the next. In my mind, transformation 
and involvement as a ministry leader needs to take more time. 
I’m glad that the kingdom of God is not based on my thinking, 
though, and that God can choose to transform people over-
night if he sees fit. 

Besides Saul’s conversion experience in this story, I 
really appreciate that God decided to speak to someone else 
about Saul—and that the someone else was a person Saul did 
not even know. I’m reminded that as we “church” together, 
we need to listen to God together. If someone is feeling called 
to do something, perhaps we need to pray and listen with 
them to ensure that they are hearing correctly, that God is in-
deed calling them to a certain ministry. In this case, Saul was 
able to speak out of his story and Ananias was able to speak 
out of his encounter with Jesus regarding Saul. I’m guessing 
both of their experiences gave Saul’s transformation credibil-
ity with those he persecuted before his conversion. 

SONG: Change My Heart, Oh God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, please help me see  

your transforming work in people’s lives. Help me to listen 
with other people as they seek to minister in and for your 
kingdom. Amen. 

—Luke Ankeny 
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Saturday 
December 8 Going With Jesus 

BIBLE READING: Luke 9:1-6; Matthew 28:16-20 
Lately I have been thinking about the fact that Jesus wants us 
to be like him. Our Scripture reading for the day reminds me 
of this truth. We see this truth lived out in Jesus’ first disci-
ples when Jesus was still with them, and we see this truth 
lived out after Jesus had gone back to heaven. 

What does it mean to be like Jesus and make disciples 
for his kingdom? How do we go about doing this? We need to 
start by reading the stories of Jesus in the four Gospels, being 
guided by prayer, seeking to live out what we read on a daily 
basis. Like Jesus, we need to surround ourselves with a  
community of people also interested in following Jesus and  
to encourage each other as we minister together. We need to 
disciple each other like Jesus did through teaching, hands on 
learning, and amazing encounters with the living God. 

Part of our responsibility is to be like Christ to other 
people, and we need to understand that in many cases, we are 
already involved with the people who need to see Jesus 
through us. This understanding calls us to pay attention to the 
Holy Spirit’s leading in connecting with others in our 
neighborhoods, places of work, organizations, and any place  
we interact with other people on a regular basis. As we go 
about our day, let us remember that anywhere we go, we are 
going with Jesus leading the way. 

SONG: Where He Leads I’ll Follow 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, grant me the desire to 

want to be like you. Give me the strength needed to go and  
to be as you have called me to be. Amen. 

—Luke Ankeny 


