
Curt Ankeny

My wife, Kris, and I have lived in Clayton, Ohio, for thirteen years and 
work in Richmond, Indiana, for Reid Health—Kris is the director of 
Food and Nutrition Services and I am a certified medical coder for Reid 
Health Physician Associates. I also teach a few online political science 
courses for two community colleges in the area. We have been married 
for forty years and have two grown children. Our daughter, Ariana and 
her husband, Justin, live in Loveland, Ohio, with their three children, 
Henry (8), Sam (5-1/2), and Amelia (3). Ariana is a high school teacher 
in Kentucky and Justin is an attorney in Cincinnati. Our son, Jordan, 
lives and works in Indianapolis. We consider ourselves Oregonians but 
we have lived in the Midwest for the past thirty-two years, spending 
time in Iowa, Indiana, and now Ohio. I was inspired to write this series 
after thinking about the variety of people that God uses to advance his 
kingdom.

In the photo with me are Kris and our son Jordan at the Iowa v. Purdue 
game last October in West Lafayette, Indiana.
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Sunday
August 13 What a Motley Crew!

BIBLE READING: Mark 3:13-19; 4:13-20

Many years ago while perusing the used books at the Newberg 
(Oregon) Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Shop (at that time housed in 
a former church near Newberg Friends Church) I came across 
a copy of Mr. Jones, Meet the Master, a thin volume of sermons 
by Peter Marshall. He served as a minister and as chaplain of 
the United States Senate from January 1947 until his untimely 
death from a heart attack in February 1949. One of my favor-
ite sermons is titled “Disciples in Clay” in which Marshall de-
scribes Jesus’ disciples and their unique qualities and quirks.

Marshall posits that the men Jesus chose to be his 
disciples would not be the type that a selection committee 
would choose, given the responsibility of finding twelve men to 
assist Jesus in his ministry—particularly as individuals chosen 
to carry on his message to the world. As Marshall notes, Jesus 
must have seen some potential in this group of very different 
individuals that probably no one else saw. That potential was 
not immediately realized even though they spent three years 
with Jesus. They saw all the miracles, heard all the sermons, 
traveled with him, shared meals with him, and yet they were 
still cowards in Jesus’ last days. It wasn’t until Pentecost that 
they gained their courage and strengthened their faith to go out 
to share the good news of the gospel. And just like their Lord, 
all but one were killed in their mission to spread his message 
to the rest of the world.

SONG: Where He Leads Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I realize that sometimes I 

am just like the disciples and don’t do a good job of honoring 
you. Help me today to be the best example I can be.

—Curt Ankeny
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Monday
August 14 Peter

BIBLE READING: Luke 5:1-11

Peter may be one of the best known disciples, certainly much 
more so than Simon the Zealot, Matthias, Thaddeus, and the 
other James (the Lesser). Peter was recruited along with his 
brother Andrew, and as Peter Marshall notes, he may have been 
the least likely candidate to be selected if Jesus had used that 
search committee. Marshall describes Peter as older, balding, 
perhaps a bit paunchy, “an uncouth person—not at all refined, 
or cultured, or educated. Blustering, blundering, clumsy, im-
pulsive, he does not strike us as being material for the minis-
try.” Marshall also notes that he may be stubborn, a person set 
in his ways, whose ideas may be hard to change. It took a dream 
from God (Acts 10:9-48) to convince him that the gospel was 
also for the gentiles. As we read in Acts 11, once convinced, he 
defended his change of heart. 

This was a man who made bold statements and promises 
“I will never deny you!” and then often failed to keep those 
promises. He could always be counted on to be the first disciple 
to say something if a question was raised by Jesus (“Who do 
men say that I am?”). Peter was a changed man after receiving 
forgiveness from Jesus and being informed that upon him, Jesus 
would build his church. The narrative of Luke in Acts informs 
us of the mighty leader that Peter became and how God used 
his gift of boldness to call others to join the kingdom. Are we 
willing to be as bold as Peter in proclaiming our faith?

SONG: Give of Your Best to the Master
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to be more like 

Peter—to be bold and to be ready to share the faith that lies 
within me. Amen.

—Curt Ankeny
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Tuesday
August 15

James and John— 
Sons of Thunder

BIBLE READING: Matthew 4:18-22

Peter Marshall portrays these brothers as being very successful 
fishermen, partners with their father, and successful enough 
to be able to hire servants to operate additional fishing boats. 
Sure of themselves, they are loud and swaggering, calling out 
to others on the water, asking how they are doing that day and 
bragging about the size of their catches. They have earned their 
nickname because of their attitudes. Their attitude of entitle-
ment and boldness is borne out when they have the audacity 
to ask Jesus if they can sit on each side of him in his kingdom. 

Peter Marshall suggests that perhaps Jesus was drawn 
to James and John because, being a carpenter, he knew about 
hard work, and felt this was an excellent preparation for the 
ministry. In return it is possible that as these brothers looked 
at Jesus and took a measure of him and his character, they had 
the same feelings of respect and appreciation for Jesus. Like 
the other disciples, they were changed during their time with 
Jesus, losing some of those rough edges and becoming two of 
his most loyal disciples. John became one of Jesus’ most loved 
disciples, author of the book of John along with several letters 
to other Christians in the early church. John is believed to be 
the only disciple to die a natural death, and James is believed to 
have been the first disciple to be martyred when Herod Agrippa 
had him killed with the sword (Acts 12:1-2).

SONG: I Will Serve Thee
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I am thankful that you 

use all kinds of people to spread your kingdom, including me. 
I pray that I will be a worthy follower today and every day. 
Amen.

—Curt Ankeny
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BIBLE READING: Mark 2:13-17

Matthew and others in his occupation were considered by 
many Jews to be  sell-outs, collecting taxes for the conquering 
Romans in addition to their commission, and therefore were 
not held in very high esteem. As a tax collector, Matthew was 
good with numbers and keeping track of who had paid their 
taxes and who had not. When we look at the first chapter of 
the gospel that is attributed to him, we see that he starts out in 
a very organized way, recording Jesus’ lineage beginning with 
Abraham through King David and up to Jesus’ own earthly 
father, Joseph, and grandfather, Jacob. He carefully notes that 
this lineage represents fourteen generations from Abraham to 
David, fourteen generations from David until the exile of the 
Israelites, and fourteen generations from the exile until Jesus’ 
birth (Matthew 1:1-17).

I have heard it suggested that Matthew purposely shared 
Jesus’ background to convince fellow Jews of Jesus’ legitimacy 
as a teacher who should be followed. Would we call Matthew a 
bean-counter today? I like to think of Matthew as one of those 
people who used his God-given gifts to honor God!

Matthew, like most of the other disciples, did not take 
much convincing to leave his work behind and follow Jesus. 
After his call to Matthew, Jesus invites himself to his house for 
dinner where he is criticized by the religious leaders for eating 
with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus reminds them that his 
ministry focus is not going to be for those who already follow 
God, but for those who need to know about the good news he 
is bringing.

SONG: Grace Greater Than Our Sin
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to use my gifts to 

honor and to serve you.

—Curt Ankeny

Wednesday
August 16 Matthew



59

BIBLE READING: John 20:24-29

We don’t find Thomas mentioned much in the Gospels, except 
when listed with the other disciples and in his encounter with 
Jesus in our Scripture reading. In John 14:5 Thomas asks for 
clarification when Jesus tells his disciples he is going to pre-
pare a place for them: “Lord, we don’t know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus declares himself to 
be the way, the truth, and the life—no one comes to the Father 
except through him.

The most prominent impression that Christians have car-
ried down through the ages is that Thomas was a doubter and 
would not believe that Jesus was risen until he saw some proof. 
Thomas was not there when Jesus first appeared again to his 
disciples, and when told by the others about seeing Jesus he 
was doubtful. As we read in today’s passage, a week later Jesus 
returns and shows Thomas his hands and his side. With that 
proof Thomas proclaims that Jesus is Lord and God. Jesus uses 
this as a lesson and states that blessed are those who have not 
seen him, yet they believe.

Peter Marshall comments that the “Kingdom is a venture 
of faith—not of doubt.” Marshall also suggests that perhaps 
Thomas was the disciple who sometimes slowed things down, 
advocating delay when a decision was being made: “This is not 
the time…Let’s wait and see.” Thomas, once the doubter, was 
convinced after seeing the evidence; according to legend he 
traveled the farthest of any disciple, going all the way to India 
to share the good news, where he was martyred for his faith.

SONG: He Leadeth Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, forgive me for those times 

when I may doubt your leading. Help me to be a faithful 
follower. Amen.

—Curt Ankeny

Thomas
Thursday
August 17
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BIBLE READING: Acts 8:26-40

For these last two days of the week I want us to consider two of 
the less known disciples, Philip and Nathanael. We can learn 
more about these two (as well as other lesser-known disciples) 
from what has been written about them from sources other than 
the Bible.

Philip, one of the first disciples, is the person who in-
troduces Nathanael to Jesus (John 1:43-51) and speaks the 
truth about Jesus and his ministry: “We have found the one 
Moses wrote about in the Law and about whom prophets also 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Philip believes 
and knows that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
prophecies and is open to sharing that belief.

He is known also for his sensitivity to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, most aptly demonstrated by his meeting with the 
eunuch from Ethiopia who is traveling home and is confused 
by the words he is reading in Isaiah. As someone who spent 
three years with Jesus, Philip is the best person to explain the 
meaning of this Scripture and to confirm that the promise has 
been fulfilled in Jesus.

In these two instances, with Nathanael and with the 
eunuch, Philip is the right person at just the right time to be 
used by God to testify to Jesus and his ministry. He was able to 
speak from his own experiences—which in the case of his time 
with the eunuch gave even more authority to his words. 

As a missionary in Asia, Philip traveled to Heliopolis, 
Egypt, where he was martyred.

SONG: Will You Let Me Be Your Servant? (The Servant 
Song)

PRAYER SUGGESTION: I pray that you will help me to 
listen more closely to the Spirit’s leading and that when I hear 
the still small voice, I will act. Amen.

—Curt Ankeny

Philip
Friday
August 18
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BIBLE READING: John 1:43-51

As noted yesterday, Philip is the person who introduces 
Nathanael to Jesus, citing him as the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament writings that promised a Savior. The calling of 
Nathanael (also called Bartholomew) has always been intrigu-
ing because of the way Jesus described his character—a man 
without deceit. What does that mean? I believe it means that 
Nathanael did not “beat around the bush” or mince words. 
There was nothing false about him. When told by Philip that 
Jesus is from Nazareth, Nathanael’s first response is, “Can any-
thing good come from there?” Philip is not deterred by this com-
ment and challenges his friend to “come and see” if it is true. 
Jesus confirms his calling and also his insight into Nathanael’s 
character by informing him that he saw him standing under a 
fig tree and knew about him. In today’s Scripture we read of 
Nathanael’s response; Jesus replies that Nathanael believes be-
cause Jesus already knew about him, and promises him that as 
his disciple he will see greater things than this. 

The Bible doesn’t tell us much more about Nathanael. 
Some historians have suggested that Nathanael was the only 
disciple with royal blood, tracing his lineage to David’s son, 
Absalom. According to tradition he traveled to Phrygia and 
Heliopolis with Philip and translated the book of Matthew in 
India. He also visited Armenia where he is the patron saint. 
Perhaps his practice of being a straight shooter in preaching the 
gospel was what caused his martyrdom at the hands of “impa-
tient idolaters.”

SONG: Spirit of the Living God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, your disciple Nathanael 

was an example of someone who always told the truth and 
was not false. Help me to always be consistent in my words 
and actions. Amen.

—Curt Ankeny

Nathanael
Saturday
August 19


