
Curt Ankeny

My wife, Kris, and I have lived in Clayton, Ohio, for twelve years—the 
longest sojourn in our thirty-nine years of married life. Our daughter, 
Ariana, and her husband, Justin, live in Loveland, Ohio, with their 
three children, Henry (7), Sam (5), and Amelia (2). Ariana is a high 
school teacher in Kentucky and Justin is an attorney in Cincinnati. Our 
son, Jordan, lives and works in Indianapolis. We consider ourselves 
Oregonians, but we have lived in the Midwest for the past thirty-one 
years, spending time in Iowa, Indiana, and now Ohio. Kris and I both 
work for Reid Health in Richmond, Indiana. Kris is Director of Food and 
Nutrition Services and I am a medical coder at Reid Health Physicians 
Associates. I also teach a few online political science courses for two 
community colleges in the area. I was inspired to write this series after 
meditating on our church’s vision statement.

With me in the photo are my two grandsons, Henry and Sam, on New 
Year’s Day after we successfully completed a Lego Landmark model of 
the Eiffel Tower. We are looking forward to building a model of the 
Louvre together.
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Sunday
October 2 Extending Biblical Hospitality

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 4:7-11

Each Sunday morning at my church, Happy Corner Church of 
the Brethren, one of our pastors begins the service by reciting 
our vision statement: “Sharing the compassion of Jesus through 
biblical hospitality, nurturing spiritual growth together, and 
empowering rising generations.” In my last series of devotions 
for Fruit of the Vine I focused on the last of the four clauses 
in our church’s vision statement: “empowering rising genera-
tions.” As I was considering a theme for this series I was in-
spired to consider another portion: “sharing the compassion 
of Jesus through biblical hospitality.” I focus our attention this 
week on the idea of biblical hospitality. In the New Testament 
we find several exhortations to extend hospitality to others. We 
can also recall stories about hospitality throughout the Bible. 

This is my goal for our time together this week: To con-
sider how we can share the compassion of Jesus through bibli-
cal hospitality. As we consider some of the examples we find 
in the Bible, I hope we can apply this discipline in our efforts 
to extend biblical hospitality to our families, friends, and work 
colleagues. I also hope that as you read this week’s devotionals 
you are able to call to mind times when you have experienced 
hospitality and/or had the opportunity to extend hospitality to 
your friends and family.

SONG: Open My Eyes, That I May See
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, through the examples of 

biblical hospitality that we read this week help us to open 
our spiritual eyes to someone who needs to receive the gift of 
hospitality.

—Curt Ankeny
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Monday
October 3 Abraham

BIBLE READING: Genesis 18:1-14

One of the first examples of hospitality comes from the life of 
Abraham. When the three messengers from God show up at 
Abe’s front door, he demonstrates a spirit of hospitality. Wel-
coming strangers in such a desolate land was a cultural norm—
something you just did when someone showed up at your door. 
Right away he requests that water be provided to quench their 
thirst and that their feet be washed. Abraham also instructs 
Sarah to cook some bread and meat for their guests. As a good 
host, Abraham provides for the physical needs of his guests, 
even though he really doesn’t know who they are, the reason 
they have stopped to see him, or how their message is going 
to affect him personally. Through his actions as host to total 
strangers, Abraham gives an example of what many of us do 
whether at church or at home—we provide food! 

How many of us associate times of hospitality and fel-
lowship with sharing a meal together? In offering hospitality 
in this way, aren’t we striving to meet some of our guests’ basic 
needs? In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus said that when we provide 
food, shelter, clothing, visitation—meeting people’s physical 
and social needs—we are serving him. In Hebrews 13:1-2 the 
exhortation is given to Jewish Christians to not neglect hosting 
strangers with the reminder that, like Abraham, they (we) may 
be entertaining angels. Even if we are not serving angels, when 
we practice hospitality we may be providing encouragement to 
someone who needs to be uplifted or who just needs a meal!

SONG: Give of Your Best to the Master
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to be ready to 

share the gift of hospitality with others in whatever form it 
might take.

—Curt Ankeny
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Tuesday
October 4 The Widow’s Generosity

BIBLE READING: 1 Kings 17:7-24

In this story we read about the generosity provided by the 
widow who is getting ready to prepare one last meal for herself 
and her son. They face the prospect that they may go hungry, or 
perhaps eventually die, because there is no food in their house 
and very little food to be found in the country. Encouraged by 
Elijah to make some cakes for the three of them, the widow 
goes ahead and prepares enough for herself, her son, and their 
guest. As promised, God rewards her generosity by making sure 
that her jars of flour and of oil are never empty as long as there 
is a famine in the land. Later, her generosity is again rewarded 
when Elijah brings her boy back to life after he becomes ill and 
dies. The widow again has the opportunity to praise God that 
her baking supplies would never run out and that she and her 
son would not go hungry—blessing her life and reinforcing her 
faith.

Why was the widow so generous when she knew that she 
might be baking her last meal? Are we willing to share with 
others, even when we realize we won’t have much left for 
ourselves? Perhaps in this country, with all of our abundance, 
it may be hard to identify with the shortages that the widow 
faced. But aren’t we called to be generous, especially out of our 
abundance, including our possessions, our money, or our time? 
Isn’t this another way to demonstrate hospitality?

SONG: Spirit of the Living God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I pray that you would 

instill in me a spirit of generosity to everyone that I meet—
whether it is a stranger, a friend, or a member of my family.

—Curt Ankeny
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Wednesday
October 5 Jesus, A Servant-Host

BIBLE READING: John 13:1-19

As he was facing death on the cross, Jesus still took time to be 
a host to his disciples. In several chapters in the book of John, 
known as the Upper Room Discourse, Jesus instructs his dis-
ciples. But he doesn’t just encourage them through his words, 
he also demonstrates love through his actions by washing the 
disciples’ feet in an example of true servanthood. We are part of 
a Church of the Brethren congregation which once a year shares 
Maundy Thursday practices of foot washing, sharing a meal, 
and communion. Early Brethren adopted the example of Jesus 
washing feet as a sign of Christian love and brotherhood. The 
Love Feast, which incorporates three elements (foot washing, a 
simple meal shared together, and communion), memorializes 
the activities of the Last Supper and helps us to consider the 
attitude of Jesus as a servant and as a host, breaking bread with 
his disciples.

As a host, Jesus truly served his disciples and provided 
an object lesson during one of their last times together, remind-
ing them to be servants to one another and the people they 
would meet. We probably don’t wash the feet of our guests, but 
as hosts we seek to serve them as we open our homes, welcome 
them to our table, or provide a place to stay—seeking to emu-
late Christ’s example of servanthood.

SONG: The Servant Song
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Today I pray that you would 

give us a greater sense of the importance of serving others 
and focusing on their needs, and less on our own needs and 
desires.

—Curt Ankeny
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Thursday
October 6 Dinner Guests

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:9-13

One of the ways our church demonstrates biblical hospitality 
is through our Monday Night Meals. Every second Monday of 
the month, Kris and I head up a team of people who vary in age 
from elementary school to retirement to plan and organize a 
free community meal. Other couples or families are responsible 
for planning the other Monday night meals, including a team 
that serves the meal whenever there is a fifth Monday. Most of 
us have been committed to this ministry since we began offer-
ing these meals in January 2011.

At first we weren’t sure who, if anyone, would come! The 
first evening, there were probably just about twenty people who 
came. In the following weeks we were pleased that more people 
were coming to our free meals. After a short time we discov-
ered that it wasn’t just people who experienced a weekly food 
shortage, or who were short of cash at the end of the month, we 
became aware that people were coming—some from our own 
church—for the fellowship! Now in our sixth year, we have 
outgrown the overflow area at the back of our sanctuary and 
we have moved into the gym which is closer to our kitchen. 
We have attracted a group of regulars who, in many ways, have 
become like family, further cementing the idea that perhaps 
they are attending for the fellowship as well as the food. We 
have also learned to be gracious hosts, despite the few negative 
comments or actions of some of our guests. It also reminds me 
of the biblical exhortation to welcome the stranger(s) among us.

SONG: Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, give me a gracious heart 

and an attitude of service to everyone that I meet today.

—Curt Ankeny
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Friday
October 7 Serving Those Who Can’t Pay Us Back

BIBLE READING: Luke 14:1-23

In this Scripture there are two stories—the first records the 
comments of Jesus when he is attending a banquet. Then Jesus 
follows that with a parable to reinforce his comments. The 
story is about a man who invited all of his friends and perhaps 
relatives to a dinner party. When they RSVP, all of them come 
up with a reason they cannot attend the party. Frustrated, the 
host broadens his invitation list to include the poor, the crip-
pled, the lame, and the blind. Even then he can’t fill the hall he 
has rented, so he tells his servants to hit the streets again, check 
the alleys, and invite the unloved and unlovely to come and 
celebrate with him because he wants his banquet hall to be full. 

What is Jesus trying to tell us in these examples? First, 
I believe he was speaking to the religious leaders at the ban-
quet, to remind them that even though they may have thought 
they had a free ride into heaven, his real purpose was to call 
all people to himself, including those considered to be outsid-
ers. Second, I believe we need to consider the message of the 
parable, offering our hospitality to all people who come to our 
churches or enter our worship spaces, with the idea that we do 
so even though they can’t pay us back in any large way. This 
serves as a reminder that everyone we meet is a child of God 
and a deserving recipient of our hospitality.

SONG: O, How He Loves You and Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, give me a spirit of 

openness and acceptance of all people that I meet. Help me to 
recognize you in them.

—Curt Ankeny
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Saturday
October 8 Opening Our Hearts and Our Homes

BIBLE READING: Mark 1:29-34; Acts 10:9-23

On the first day of this series we considered the words of Peter 
and his encouragement to practice hospitality as one of the dis-
ciplines of being a Christian. Peter probably spoke on a per-
sonal level, having seen or experienced at least two examples 
of hospitality in his own life. The response from Peter’s mother-
in-law after being healed was to get up and serve her guests. 
And, from what I can tell from the gospel narrative, her house 
also became a place where Jesus performed more healings until 
sunset. She ended up serving more than just thirteen people; 
she may have opened up her home or maybe her front yard, to 
the sick and demon-possessed. 

In Acts the writer records that Peter was informed by God 
in a vision to not consider anything unclean that he had cre-
ated. I am sure the message was about more than just food, but 
was also a proclamation to Peter and other leaders in the early 
church to accept everyone who came to hear the good news, to 
warmly welcome non-Jewish believers into their fellowships. 
In fact, right after his vision, Peter had the opportunity to wel-
come visitors into his home who represented Cornelius. As we 
read today, he went with them to minister and provide insight 
into the gospel of Jesus, whose group of disciples and seekers 
was growing and spreading, adding new converts each day. Pe-
ter’s mother-in-law practiced the gift of hospitality by opening 
up her home to friends as well as to strangers, and Peter learned 
to open his heart to accept the Gentiles.

SONG: Breathe on Me, Breath of God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for the examples you 

have provided that demonstrate biblical hospitality. Help me 
to be more welcoming and hospitable.

—Curt Ankeny


