
Curt Ankeny 

We attend Happy Corner Church of the Brethren (Clayton, Ohio) but 
we are members at Arba Friends Meeting (Indiana Yearly Meeting). 

My wife, Kris, and I have lived in Clayton, Ohio for ten years—the 
second longest sojourn in our married life. Our daughter, Ariana, 
and her husband, Justin, live in Loveland, Ohio, with their three 
children: sons, Henry (5-1/2), Sam (3-1/2), and their newest addi-
tion, Amelia, born on July 3, 2014. Ariana is a high school teacher in 
Kentucky and Justin is an attorney in Cincinnati. Our son, Jordan 
lives in Indianapolis. This past summer we celebrated thirty-seven 
years of marriage. We consider ourselves Oregonians but we have 
lived in the Midwest for the past thirty years, spending time in Iowa, 
Indiana, and now Ohio. I teach political science courses for two 
community colleges in 
the area: at the Ivy 
Tech campus in Rich-
mond, Indiana, and for 
Ed ison Community 
College, based in Piqua, 
Ohio. I was inspired to 
write this series after 
meditating on our 
church’s vision state-
ment.  

Last August, Kris and I 
visited our families in 
Oregon. One of the days 
we were there we hiked 
with my sister, Paula 
Hampton, at Silver Falls 
State Park near Silver-
ton. This photo shows us 
in front of the South 
Falls.  
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Sunday 
June 7 Empowering Rising Generations 

BIBLE READING: Titus 2:6-8; Joel 2:28-32 
During much of 2014, our church, Happy Corner Church of 
the Brethren, reviewed the four parts of our vision statement: 
“Sharing the compassion of Jesus, through biblical hospitality, 
nurturing spiritual growth together, and empowering the 
rising generations.” As I was considering a theme for this 
series of devotionals I was inspired by the last clause, 
“empowering rising generations.” Meditating upon that 
phrase caused me to think of young people whom I have 
known and worked with through the years. During the years 
we have been married, Kris and I have had the opportunity to 
live, work, and worship in four states and to be part of three 
yearly meetings—Northwest, Iowa and Indiana—as well as the 
Southern Ohio District of the Church of the Brethren in which 
our church is an active participant. My purpose this week is 
to share some personal stories of young people—both girls 
and boys—who were encouraged to be involved in ministry, 
and examples from Scripture where youth and children are 
seen as blessed by God for service. I have also included the 
story of an adult leader who takes our vision statement seri-
ously. Our Scripture reading from Joel, although an Old Testa-
ment prophecy, also speaks to me as a promise of the wisdom 
and vision young people can bring to our meetings. And our 
passage from Titus suggests to me that older believers need to 
be examples to their younger cohorts showing integrity, seri-
ousness and sound speech, and doing what is good.  

SONG: Open My Eyes That I May See 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, through the stories that I 

read this week, help me to open my spiritual eyes to someone 
in my meeting who needs encouragement to step out and be 
involved in ministry. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Monday 
June 8 Wes 

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 22:6; Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
In 1985, the first summer we were at Camp Quaker Heights, 
we met Wes, a counselor for one of the camps. He grew up 
close to Quaker Heights, attending Bangor Liberty Friends 
Church south of Liscomb, Iowa. Wes is one of several young 
people who was nurtured at Bangor Liberty and encouraged in 
their leadership. Beginning as a camper and then as a coun-
selor and dean of the High School Weekender camp, Wes 
related to me that his models for leadership were the people at 
Bangor Liberty who treated him and all the young people at 
the church as if they were their own children. As Wes told 
me, “We had a whole set of parents.” In addition to observing 
the example of adults taking leadership responsibilities in his 
local meeting and in the yearly meeting, some of these same 
adults were leaders in his 4-H group—another place where 
Wes attributes his growth as a leader—and demonstrated 
leadership in variety of ways. “FFA & 4-H were instrumental 
in teaching leadership as well, and with church members 
leading our 4-H club, it all seemed to go hand-in-hand.” Those 
models of commitment to leadership instilled in Wes a sense 
of responsibility beginning as a high school student, when he 
was named by attenders at Barclay (high school) camp as a 
member of Iowa Yearly Meeting’s Young Friends Board. Other 
leadership roles have included being a member of the Camp 
Quaker Heights Board and now serving on the board of  
Quakerdale.  

SONG: Give of Your Best to the Master 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for the people 

you’ve put in my path that have taken an interest in me and 
encouraged me. Help me to carry on this discipline with the 
younger people in my meeting. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Tuesday 
June 9 Shelley 

BIBLE READING: 1 Timothy 4:12-16 
Happy Corner Church of the Brethren has a long history of 
nurturing children and youth, and occasionally, seminary 
students. We continue to have a large number of kids who 
attend worship and participate in activities. Shelley is one of 
those children who grew up in the church. She was active as a 
high school student, planning and leading an International 
Day of Prayer for Peace at our church, and now as a college 
student has been involved in wider ministry within the 
Church of the Brethren. Last summer Shelley served as a 
Ministry Summer Service intern. She has also participated in 
and provided leadership at the COB’s National Youth Con-
gress which takes place every two years in Colorado. She 
credits her growth as a leader to being specifically asked to 
serve on committees, such as our most recent pastoral search 
or the Children’s Ministry Team. She admits she was shy and 
unsure of herself but many folks at Happy Corner “knew I 
could do it and helped me along,” and they were honestly 
interested in her opinions. Shelly told me that it is not only 
the local church but folks in the wider body of the Church of 
the Brethren who have seen potential in her and have asked 
her to lead. In her words, “…when we are called by our broth-
ers and sisters…I found that we are most often meant to say 
yes, no matter how uncomfortable it may seem at first.” Are 
you sensitive to the potential of young people in your meeting 
who need to be encouraged to be involved in a leadership 
opportunity?  

SONG: For God So Loved the World 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for young people 

who have taken on leadership in my meeting. Bless their 
ministries wherever they may find themselves. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Wednesday 
June 10 Chip 

BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 1:1-10, 17-19 
Chip grew up in the church we attended during the eleven 
years we lived in Iowa. As he was growing up, his church 
family was always encouraging him to be involved in music, 
drama and sports. Not only did they encourage Chip through 
praise for his efforts but they also demonstrated an interest in 
other aspects of his life. This positive feedback is what moti-
vated Chip to learn to play the guitar. He was given an oppor-
tunity to try out his new skills on the guitar by his father, 
Arlen, who was filling the pulpit at a neighboring Friends 
church. Arlen asked Chip to share a song, “God of Wonders” 
during the service. Chip was nervous and perhaps he did not 
feel ready to share his musical talent, but the compliments he 
received gave him the confidence he needed to begin leading 
worship at Camp Quaker Heights for several summers. He also 
toured with some other young people as part of a music and 
drama group that traveled around Iowa Yearly Meeting in the 
summer. Like Jeremiah, young people sometimes believe they 
are not ready for ministry opportunities but God provides the 
strength to carry it through. The experience of being a coun-
selor the summer before he started college is where Chip cites 
his growth in developing his leadership skills. After college 
he began working part-time at Camp Quaker Heights and in 
2013 became the full-time administrator. Chip continues to be 
encouraged through notes and e-mails from folks around Iowa 
Yearly Meeting as he provides leadership for the camp. 

SONG: Where He Leads Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, I ask that you will  

place someone on my heart today whom I can encourage  
and possibly help through a rough time or perhaps nudge 
them to try something new. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Thursday 
June 11 Linda 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 18:2-6; Luke 18:15-17 
Linda is a retired teacher and school administrator who is one 
of the busiest people at Happy Corner. Her interpretation of 
our statement, “Encouraging Rising Generations,” is very real 
to her and one which she takes seriously. To that end she has 
taken on the responsibility of leading the many children who 
are part of our congregation. She has developed good relation-
ships with these children and is a constant encourager, nudg-
ing them to be leaders even though they are in grade school. 
She reminds them: “There are no rights without responsibil-
ity,” and asks questions like: “Do I participate in soccer on 
Sunday or come to church?” “How do I respond when treated 
badly?” In considering her own development as a leader in 
the church, Linda says, “I think all my life God has been 
preparing and continues to prepare me to work with children. 
I get energy from being with them and I am constantly re-
minded of his love and magnitude when seeing him through 
the eyes of little ones.” She also states that “Only the Holy 
Spirit transforms, but we are called to lead by example so that 
the children are immersed in a culture that practices their 
faith.” She is praying that our church will establish a small 
group to help adults realize the importance of this culture in 
families. Jesus had the same attitude when considering the 
faith life of children, telling his listeners to approach faith and 
belief like little children and to “let the little children come to 
me and do not hinder them.”  

SONG: Jesus Loves the Little Children 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I pray that I will learn 

(re-learn) to approach you as a child, without agenda or  
expectations, but simply to bask in your love for me. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Friday 
June 12 Called to Ministry 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-19 
Red-headed just like our daughter, Wes is tall and lean and 
has always been engaged in agriculture in some way. In addi-
tion to running his own agricultural equipment business, Wes 
is the pastor of Indianola Friends Meeting. Although he came 
into his pastorate relatively late in his life, Wes recalls that his 
initial call to pastoral ministry came at age seventeen when 
Mahlon Macy, the superintendent of Iowa Yearly Meeting at 
the time, asked if he had ever considered pastoral ministry. 
This inquiry stayed with Wes and was reinforced when the 
Ministry and Counsel of his meeting asked him to consider 
being recorded. In 2008 he was called to lead Indianola 
Friends Meeting. Today’s Scripture relates a familiar story 
about Samuel’s call. Dedicated to the service of the Lord at an 
early age by his mother, when he was old enough he left his 
family to live in the temple with Eli. After being awakened 
several times in the night, Eli is discerning enough to recog-
nize that it is God who is calling Samuel. He instructs Samuel 
to respond that he is ready to hear what God has to say. Sam-
uel became a great prophet, anointing David—a man after 
God’s own heart—as king. As Friends we have a history of 
recording the gift of vocal ministry. Aware of folks in our 
congregation—perhaps young men and women—who demon-
strate this gift, we encourage them to seek further opportuni-
ties to use that gift, often as pastors. Do we try to exercise that 
discernment when we sense God’s call on the young people in 
our meetings?  

SONG: O How He Loves You and Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I pray that I will be able to 

discern your voice when you call me AND to answer! 
—Curt Ankeny 
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Saturday 
June 13 Being Examples 

BIBLE READING: 2 Timothy 1:3-14 
In considering the examples of people I know who are now 
demonstrating leadership, I am impressed with the idea that 
throughout their lives they have seen examples of leadership 
in their churches or have worked with leaders. For instance, 
when recalling the influences in his life, Wes mentioned that 
he grew into leadership, accepting assignments on committees 
in his church and in Iowa Yearly Meeting because he saw 
adults in his church serving in these capacities. He was im-
pressed that this was something a person did as they grew 
older. Chip recalls working with Ric Garrison, Director of 
Camp Quaker Heights, learning to serve by helping with  
the necessary tasks around the camp in addition to being a 
counselor. I can speak personally to having been encouraged 
as a young leader while a high school student growing up in 
Northwest Yearly Meeting. I was given the opportunity to 
serve on the Peace and Service Committee with my grandfa-
ther, Raymond Haworth. Paul writes to his sidekick Timothy: 
“I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived 
in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I 
am persuaded, now lives in you also.” What are you doing in 
your local meeting to be an example to the younger people 
with whom you worship? How are you encouraging them in 
their own spiritual growth that will perhaps lead them to take 
on responsibilities in your church or your community or in 
wider church organizations? 

SONG: Gentle Shepherd (come and lead us)  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, please examine my life 

and show me places where I need to grow and thus be a better 
example to those around me, especially the young people in 
my meeting. Thank you for the opportunity to invest my life 
in others. 

—Curt Ankeny 


