
Curt Ankeny 

My wife, Kris and I live and worship in Clayton, Ohio where we have 
resided for seven years. Our two-year-old grandson, Henry, our 
daughter, Ariana, and her husband, Justin, live in Florence, Ken-
tucky. Our son, Jordan, lives in Indianapolis. As I was preparing to 
write this series of devotionals, my father, Harlow Ankeny, became 
seriously ill on Christmas Day and few days later was put under 
hospice care. Fortunately Kris and I were able to get to Oregon on 
New Year’s Day and be with him and my mother before he passed 
away January 2 surrounded by his family. Many friends and family 
helped us celebrate his rich life of work and ministry on January 8. 
My thoughts for this week honor him and highlight some qualities 
that I appreciated in him. Just like all of us, my dad was not a 
perfect person, but through the influence of Christ he was able to 
demonstrate these and other qualities. 

This photo was taken in October 2008 at the celebration of my 
parents’ 80th birthdays. Pictured behind my parents are my brother 
Scott, me, and my sisters Paula Hampton and Lynne Smith. My 
brother Robin was not able to attend. 
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Sunday 
July 17 Live with Integrity 

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 14:6; Matthew 5:33-37 
When planning my dad’s service, we were asked to think of 
words that described him. One word that immediately came 
to mind for all us was integrity. Throughout his life, my dad 
demonstrated integrity in all aspects of his life. As a young 
person he signed a pledge to never smoke or drink, and he did 
not waver from that his entire life. If he was behind on paying 
his tithe at the end of the year he wrote a check for the 
amount he was short. He kept his word, he didn’t gossip, and 
he was honest. 

Besides today’s Scripture, the writer of Proverbs pro-
vides many other examples of the virtues of being an honest 
person, including chapter 12, verses 17 and 22; and chapter 
13, verses 3, 6, and 9. A good question to ask ourselves each 
day is whether or not we are acting with integrity, whether in 
our work, in our relationships, in the use of our money, or in 
our faith walk. Several years ago, Bill Hybels, senior pastor of 
Willow Creek Church in Illinois, wrote a book with the title, 
“Who You Are When No One Is Looking.” I think this is a 
good question to consider as we think about how to conduct 
our lives. I am also reminded of the Quaker admonition to “let 
your life speak.” Quaker educator Parker Palmer in his small 
book, “Let Your Life Speak,” expands on this: “Let the highest 
truths and values guide you. Live up to these demanding 
standards in everything you do.” 

Are you and I living up to those truths and values that 
guide us? 

SONG: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I pray that in everything I 

do I will honor you with honesty and integrity. 
—Curt Ankeny 
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Monday 
July 18 Practice Humility 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:12-17 
The apostle Paul instructs us to not let our spiritual egos get 
too big but instead to consider Jesus and follow his example. 
My dad was humble. He was not one to think too highly of 
himself. He did not have any pretense. He could laugh at 
himself or admit when he made mistakes. I have been told by 
people who sat in meetings with him (and he went to count-
less meetings in his lifetime!) that he was a good listener, 
considered the opinions of others, was not one to insist on his 
own way in a discussion or a decision, and was supportive of 
the decision that was made. 

Luke records Jesus’ words that “…the one who is least 
among you—he is the greatest” (9:48). Do we seek to practice 
humility in all aspects of our life? Do we take credit for suc-
cesses we experience or do we share those successes with 
others? We can probably all think of someone—at our job or 
even in our church—who does not always practice humility. 
It is a trait we need to develop and maintain. In their Gospels, 
Matthew and Mark record Jesus referring to the religious 
rulers and how they lorded their authority over the people, 
telling his disciples, “Not so with you” (Matthew 20:28; Mark 
10:43). We can recall stories of religious leaders who have let 
success get to their heads and have fallen. 

Humility does not come naturally to us—it is something 
we have to cultivate and work to achieve each day. How are 
we doing? 

SONG: To God Be the Glory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Jesus, you provided to us 

an example of humility. Please make me sensitive to your 
Spirit prompting me when I am not so humble. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Tuesday 
July 19 Demonstrate Love 

BIBLE READING: 1 John 3:11; 4:7-12 
All five of us siblings knew our dad loved us. We did not have 
to guess, because he was not afraid to tell us he loved us. We 
knew he loved our mom (they celebrated their 61st anniver-
sary last September). He loved his grandchildren and liked to 
spend time with them. Each one has special memories of 
grandpa, which is a testament to the fact that each one knew 
he or she was loved. It was a great witness of Dad’s love to see 
all 13 of his grandchildren on the platform at Newberg 
Friends when they shared at his memorial service. 

Expressing love in word and deed is very important. 
Like many of you, when thinking about this I recall the book 
of James where he states that faith without works is dead. Our 
faith must be demonstrated in tangible works, works driven 
by the love we have through Jesus’ influence in our lives. John 
is very clear about this when he writes, “Dear children, let us 
not love with words or tongue, but with actions and in 
truth” (1 John 3:18). John also states we are to love each other, 
that love comes from God and therefore, we should show love 
to others. He also reminds us of the love that God has for his 
people and that God is love. As Christians we are commanded 
to show love to one another and to others, an attitude that is 
encapsulated in the Friends testimony of seeing Christ in 
everyone we meet. 

SONG: Jesus Loves Even Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear God, I thank you that you 

are love. I pray that you will help me to show love to my 
family, my friends, and everyone that I meet; and that they 
will know that I love them. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Wednesday 
July 20 Be a Servant 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:1-11 
One of my dad’s mantras while Executive Director at Twin 
Rocks Friends Camp and Conference Center, was “we’re here 
to serve.” From hearing comments from folks who led groups 
that used Twin Rocks, I know this was certainly true. Follow-
ing my dad’s passing a young minister shared the story of 
Dad’s cooking for a group of young teens while they waited 
for a replacement bus to show up to take them home from 
camp after their first bus had broken down. We also heard 
about his willingness to make adaptations to some of the 
camp’s policies to allow a group from Young Life to fully 
implement their purposes for their youth retreat. 

Like many effective leaders, Dad maintained the mind-
set that no job was beneath him; it was important to get the 
job done no matter who did it. His example and the examples 
of other leaders with whom I have worked have influenced 
me in this area. Authors such as Robert Greenleaf and James 
Autry have written about servant leadership being a mark of 
an effective leader in the business world. Shouldn’t this disci-
pline be even more true in our churches and Christian organi-
zations? 

Mark 10:42-45 includes Jesus reminding his disciples 
that “…whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant…For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 

How are you doing as a servant? 

SONG: Just a Closer Walk with Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, I thank you for the re-

minder of why you came to earth. You came as a servant to 
serve, not to be served. Help me today to find ways to be a 
servant too. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Thursday 
July 21 Show Compassion 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 4:1-6, 29-32; 1 Peter 3:8-9 
My dad had a soft heart. One of the physical ways that this 
was demonstrated was his lack of pretense about crying if 
something touched him deeply. It is a trait he passed on to his 
children and, as a matter of fact, I believe we ended up with a 
double dose since my mom is that way too! Isn’t this sensitiv-
ity often the movement of the Holy Spirit in our life, such as 
when we feel the Spirit moving during worship? Haven’t we 
all felt this movement at some point if we have made our-
selves open to the voice of the Holy Spirit? 

I also believe Dad developed a greater sense of compas-
sion when he traveled to South Korea on behalf of World 
Vision in 1955 after the Korean War. How could you not feel 
compassion, while immersed for several weeks in the destruc-
tion of South Korea, with most of the buildings in Seoul de-
stroyed, and while visiting orphanages and seeing the many 
homeless children roaming the streets? The story is that Bob 
Pierce, the founder of World Vision, once prayed that God 
would break his heart with things that broke God’s own heart 
and that led him to begin his humanitarian work in South 
Korea. Today World Vision—and many other Christian relief 
organizations—continues to provide compassionate care 
around the world for those in need, putting faith and love into 
practice. 

What breaks your heart as you look around and see the 
needs in your neighborhood? What can you do to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus? 

SONG: God Will Take Care of You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, please make me 

sensitive to the needs around me and when I am able to re-
spond, to do so with love and compassion. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Friday 
July 22 Friendly and Hospitable 

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:9-13; 
Titus 1:6-8; 1 Peter 4:7-11 

Dad had the ability to create friendships with just about every-
one he met. He would strike up a conversation and be genu-
inely interested in the person to whom he was speaking even 
when meeting him or her for the first time. In the program at 
his memorial service it was noted that “…those he met felt 
instantly at ease in his presence. He could talk to anyone—
and often did!” He had the gift of seeing the good in people 
and thus was able to accept them for who they were. He was 
open-minded when considering differing ideas or even varie-
ties of musical styles. This gift served him well in developing 
lasting friendships with the many people he met over the 
years, including those with whom he worked—especially the 
young people that worked for him at Twin Rocks. It gave him 
(and my mom) joy to see them proceed in their lives and I 
believe that many of them cherished the friendship mom and 
dad nurtured with them. 

It is a gift to extend hospitality to people you meet—
whether welcoming people into a new relationship or opening 
your home to family and guests. This is the basis of our Scrip-
ture readings today: We should be sincere in our love, devoted 
to each other, joyful, faithful, hospitable, loving what is good, 
encouraging each other, and extending grace. Each of us has 
some of these gifts—we just need to exercise them to God’s 
glory so “that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SONG: What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear God, I thank you for 

friends and family and the richness that these relationships 
add to my life. I pray that you will help me to put these  
relationships first. 

—Curt Ankeny 
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Saturday 
July 23 Strive for Excellence 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:8-9;  
1 Corinthians 14:12, 40; Titus 3:8 

I caught it from Dad and in turn passed it on to my daughter. 
One word that would describe my dad and me and my daugh-
ter Ariana would be neat-nik. (On her blog she describes 
herself as an “organization freak.”) While this may also bring 
to mind someone who is uptight and fussy, I think it also 
describes someone who likes to see things done excellently. 

Now, I will confess that not everything that I do or have 
done in my life has always been excellent, but Dad seemed to 
strive for excellence in various ways. As a publisher he had to 
be very conscious of mistakes in text, the quality of writing in 
an article, or the crispness of a photo. Something as simple as 
the quality of food at Twin Rocks was also important to Dad 
because he knew that guests and campers often judge their 
experience based on the food they are served. My daughter 
demonstrates her desire for excellence in her teaching and her 
preparation for her classes. 

I feel Dad would agree with Paul’s exhortation that we 
should “try to excel in gifts that build up the church” (1 Co-
rinthians 14:12). This also includes our work, how we spend 
our leisure time, or our service on behalf of our local meeting. 
Building up the church also pertains to how we carry out the 
business of the church or how we present the Gospel to oth-
ers—echoing Paul when he encourages the Corinthians “[to 
do] everything…in a fitting and orderly way” (1 Corinthians 
14:40). 

SONG: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I thank you for opportu-

nities to use the gifts you have given to me. Please help me to 
use these gifts for your glory. 

—Curt Ankeny 


