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Sunday
December 27 Speaking to Our Condition

BIBLE READING: 1 John 1:8—2:2

Sin is error, straying from the path, missing the mark, wander-
ing from God’s way. In Greek drama, it is the tragic flaw that 
brings down the hero—hamartia. The Bible tells us that it is 
possible to walk in God’s light, the very light that reveals our 
tragic flaw. We have to live in the truth that we are flawed, that 
we miss the mark. When we confess this truth about ourselves, 
Jesus forgives us and cleanses us, and he prays to the Father for 
mercy and grace for us and for the whole world.

Jesus has an understanding of each of us, and when we 
are listening, Jesus meets each of us where we are and speaks 
directly to us what we need to hear. Quakers call this “speaking 
to my condition.” One time when I was experiencing feelings 
of abandonment and blaming Jesus for them, Jesus showed up 
and told me a joke that set me laughing and then at peace.

This is why we lean on the Holy Spirit of Jesus to do the 
drawing, the convicting, the convincing, the conversion, and 
the ongoing shepherding of every individual soul. Jesus knows 
just the step to take, just the thing to say to the heart. Jesus 
brings each of us into the light, introduces us to our grace-filled 
Father and teaches us how to acknowledge God’s worthiness in 
spirit and truth.

SONG: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me to step into God’s light 

with you, Jesus, and allow you to speak to me just what I need 
to hear.

—Becky Ankeny
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Monday
December 28

Jesus Speaks to the 
Adulterous Woman

BIBLE READING: John 8:3-12

Jesus doesn’t tell this woman that her sin is forgiven. She need-
ed to hear that escaping death by stoning doesn’t mean a free 
pass to do anything, though Jesus lifts off her the burden of con-
demnation. This might indicate that she hasn’t yet reached the 
place where she can accept forgiveness. Therefore, Jesus makes 
a statement about himself, not about her.

But the possibility is opened for her to think about chang-
ing, through Jesus’ words about sin. (And the impossibility of 
“sinning no more.” That alone would drive a penitent person 
to recognize the need for God’s forgiveness and grace, just as it 
later did the apostle Paul—the law was a schoolmaster, he said, 
to bring him to acknowledge his need for grace through Jesus 
Christ.)

And Jesus tells the adulterous woman to stay on the path, 
hit the mark, follow God’s way. She now knows how sin can 
cause a person’s downfall, can lead to tragedy. But Jesus knows 
that without help she cannot do what he tells her to do.

I lived for about a decade trying to obey Jesus’ words 
about forgiveness and being just barely able to say, “God, if you 
have to, you can let the person who did me wrong into heav-
en.” Jesus bore with my less than half-hearted forgiveness for 
a long time. Then one day, Jesus said, laying on me no shame 
or guilt, “Becky, you can do better.” And I heard him and said, 
“You’re right. Please let this person into heaven.”

Jesus spoke just the right words to me and I could finally 
obey wholeheartedly. We can trust Jesus to do this work for 
those around us also.

SONG: Search Me, O God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, help me to trust you are 

telling the truth that you are the light of the world, and that I 
can accompany you and walk in light and share in your life.

—Becky Ankeny
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Tuesday
December 29

Jesus Speaks to the Pharisee 
and the Sin-Filled Woman

BIBLE READING: Luke 7:36-50

Jesus points out directly the contrast between Simon’s inhospi-
tality and the woman’s hospitality. He points out indirectly that 
Simon doesn’t love much because Simon believes God hasn’t 
needed to forgive him for much. Jesus gets it right, because 
when he tells the prostitute her sins are forgiven, Simon and 
his guests are scandalized that he thinks he can forgive sins.

The inability to see one’s own need for grace and forgive-
ness fuels a rejection of more obviously sinful persons.

The sin-filled woman is in a different place with regard 
to Jesus. She acts like someone who understands grace and  
graciousness. Her tears combined with her actions show her 
gratitude, and that’s what’s in the story Jesus tells about forgiv-
ing debts. Her gratitude and her own resulting graciousness are 
in contrast with Simon’s suspicious judgmentalism and result-
ing inhospitality. Jesus speaks words to her that reinforce her 
gratitude and build up her faith.

When I want to point out someone else’s sin to God and 
have God deal firmly with them, it’s time to check out my own 
heart and let the light of Jesus shine on what it contains. I have 
found that I have to give up insisting on my own innocence or 
moral superiority and admit that I too am a debtor who needs 
my debt forgiven because it is beyond my ability to pay.

SONG: Just As I Am
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I thank you for never 

letting me get away with thinking that I am somehow  
“not like the others” who sin and need your help. I neglect  
the good I know to do and I do harm I know not to do, and  
I need you to forgive me and save me from myself. 

—Becky Ankeny 
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BIBLE READING: John 4:5-42

The actual conversion of the Samaritan woman is a dance  
between Jesus and her. He asks for something he needs, she  
deflects his request with a discussion of social standing; he 
says he has something she needs, she deflects his offer with a 
discussion of history; he says he can give her eternal life, she 
deflects his offer with the hope for earthly ease; he challenges 
her to tell the truth, she deflects with a partial truth; he con-
fronts her with the whole truth, she deflects with discussion of 
theology; he tells her God is her Father and she can be a wor-
shiper in spirit and truth, she says, wistfully, I wish I knew for 
sure from the Messiah; and Jesus says to her, you can. I’m the 
guy who explains everything.

What an interesting story of convincement and conver-
sion this story of the Samaritan woman is. Nowhere does Jesus 
mention sin directly, nowhere does she repent directly. She  
admits the truth of what he says about her life and finds that 
in itself worth sharing with others. “He told me everything I’ve 
ever done,” she says, and that compels others to believe. Why? 
Why is it so helpful to admit that what Jesus says about us is 
true? And why is there not more guilt and shame? Jesus points 
out her pitiful marital history without condemnation, and she 
becomes an apostle of the good news. Huh.

It is a true relief to be seen accurately by Jesus and then 
to find that what he wants to do is introduce us to his Father. 

SONG: The Light of the World Is Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Jesus, even though I am 

pretty sure I will try to avoid this, please bring all of me 
into your light and let me admit who I am to you. I want to 
accompany you in your work in the world, and I want to be 
united to you and our Father.

—Becky Ankeny

Wednesday
December 30 Jesus and the Heretic
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BIBLE READING: John 3:1-21

Nicodemus is polite, even complimentary. Nicodemus ap-
proves of Jesus’ ministry in a quiet way. He finds out that Jesus 
doesn’t care about approval. Jesus cares about something else—
Nicodemus himself.

Jesus replies, “No one can see the kingdom of God unless 
that person is born again.”

Nicodemus says, “How can an old man be born again 
when he is old?” What I hear in this question is self-defense. 
Being born again means a completely new start, without the 
protection and mask of influence and position—complete vul-
nerability, complete dependence, complete openness.

Jesus makes it even worse for the cautious: This new life 
is based in the Spirit, and it is not predictable or safe. It is like 
being the wind, without boundaries, without excuses. 

He warns Nicodemus about preferring the darkness and 
suggests that such a preference means fear that his sinfulness 
will be exposed. It’s not that the darkness that defines night is 
outside of God’s love; but Nicodemus takes cover in the dark 
cloud of influence, power, age, privilege; and the state of his 
heart is revealed when Nicodemus bestows on Jesus his “seal 
of approval.” Approving of Jesus allows Nicodemus to keep his 
distance from the new life Jesus brings.

Jesus says to Nicodemus: Set all that down in order to see 
God’s kingdom with newborn eyes and be one with the wind of 
God’s Spirit sweeping across the countryside.

SONG: Breathe on Me, Breath of God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I admit that I need to be 

reborn every time I get comfortable or complacent. Please fill 
me with your breath, your Spirit, and let me come with you.

—Becky Ankeny

Jesus Speaks to the Good Old Man
Thursday
December 31
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Friday
January 1

Jesus Speaks to the 
 Nearly Perfect Rich Man

BIBLE READING: Luke 18:18-30 (also in Matthew 19, Mark 10)

Jesus meets the man where he is, measuring himself by the law; 
Jesus says to him, “Do the commandments given by God who 
is good.”

Now the facade cracks just a bit: he asks, “which ones?” 
This young man is not stupid. He knows he can’t obey all the 
commandments. As Paul said, the law exposes our need for 
grace. This young man already knows he hasn’t kept all the 
commandments.

The list in Luke contains these: Do not murder; Do not 
commit adultery; Do not steal; Do not bear false witness; Honor 
your father and mother. Mark adds: Do not defraud. The young 
man can check these off. Matthew adds: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.

I don’t know why these lists are not identical.  But I can 
tell you that the perfection facade cracks wide open with this 
last commandment.  And we know it has broken open when 
Jesus says, “Give everything you have to the poor—your neigh-
bors—and follow me.”  Suddenly that emotional word love has 
real dimensions—generosity.  Generosity outside the family, 
generosity to the beggar and the undeserving.

Give it up, Jesus says.  Lay it down.  Give it away.  Just 
you, come follow me with just you.  The kingdom is open to 
those who just drop everything and run into it.  The kingdom is 
being seized violently, he said, urgently, by those with nothing 
to lose and nowhere else to turn.

SONG: Take My Life and Let It Be
PRAYER SUGGESTION: It is hard, dear Lord, to lay down 

everything that comforts me and makes me feel less needy. I 
can’t do this without your help. I want you to be free to set me 
free, even if I argue with you at every step.

—Becky Ankeny  
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Jesus Speaks to the 
 Despicable Tax-Man

Saturday
January 2

BIBLE READING: Luke 19:1-10

The tax system under Rome was filled with corruption, and a 
tax-man could collect much more than Rome actually required. 
Jesus met one of these organized criminals, Zacchaeus, on a 
trip to Jericho.

Zacchaeus climbs a tree because he is trying to see who 
Jesus is.  So much for dignity and status. This grown-up throws 
aside his fancy clothes, climbs a tree, and perches on a limb—
something a child would do.

Jesus stops right below the tree, looks up, and says, “Zac-
cheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your 
house.”  Surprise!  Jesus wants to see who Zacchaeus is, too.

Zacchaeus stands right there in public in his underwear, 
and says to Jesus, “I will give half of everything I own to the 
poor, and I will repay four times any fraud I’ve committed.”  
Jesus doesn’t say to him, “Sell everything and give it all away.”  
He says, “Today salvation has come to this house.” Zacchaeus 
knows what God wants him to do and he rushes to do it.  Even 
if he remains rich, he will be a new person.

Zacchaeus throws himself into seeing who Jesus is and 
delights in discovering that Jesus knows him by name and by 
heart.  Zacchaeus is like a little child, tumbling into the king-
dom without dignity, influence, position, wealth, or even most 
of his clothes.  And out of sheer joy, he turns to make life easier 
for his neighbors and to make right what he has done wrong.

SONG: Jesus, I Come
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, I bring you my unguarded 

self, hiding nothing, but just glad to see you. Thank you for 
knowing me and loving me, and bringing me salvation.

—Becky Ankeny




