
Paul Anderson 
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George Fox University, Newberg, Oregon. He is a respected New 
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After the Easter devotional, the following six days are adapted 
from Following Jesus: The Heart of Faith and Practice (published 
by Barclay Press, 2013) 
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Sunday 
April 20 Of First Importance 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-22 
Paul passes along a message in verses 3-8 that is of first impor-
tance: namely, that Christ: · died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures; · was buried; · was raised on the third 
day; · appeared to Peter, the twelve, over 500 believers, James, 
and finally Paul. 

Paul attributes this kernel of the gospel message to the 
apostles; he’s not making this up! And yet, Paul also does his 
part in proclaiming that Good News to others. Among other 
interests and notions, this content is of first importance! In 
this nugget we see the core of God’s world-changing power—
breaking into human history and making all things new. In the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the gap between God 
and humanity is bridged; divisions between people are over-
come. God’s undeserved love—his matchless grace—is ex-
tended to the world, and all who receive it are transformed. 

The proof of the resurrection, though, is changed lives. 
What changed the cowering Twelve into bold martyrs? En-
countering the Risen Lord. What turned the unbelieving 
brothers of Jesus into his followers (John 7:5)? The Risen Lord 
appeared to James. What transformed Saul from a persecutor 
of Jesus’ followers to a leader among them? The Risen Lord on 
that Damascus Road. What evidence of the Resurrection is 
seen today? It depends on whether Christ’s presence within us 
is felt and seen by others. If that happens, our lives become 
sacramental signposts, pointing to that which is of first impor-
tance. The gospel is not just what we believe; it is what we 
become. 

SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for dying  

and rising for us; may our lives embody the power of the 
resurrection today and every day. 

—Paul Anderson 
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Monday 
April 21 

The Present Leadership  
of the Resurrected Lord 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 4:1-15 
While Christians believe in the resurrection of Christ, too few 
have taken seriously what it means to live under his present 
leadership. In fact, the implications of believing in the resur-
rected Lord may be among the most neglected aspects of the 
Christian faith! Such neglect was one of the factors that 
spurred the missionary zeal of George Fox and other early 
Friends who sought to spread the gospel of the living Lord to 
all parts of the earth. 

The power of the resurrected Lord affects us individu-
ally and corporately. As individuals we actually experience 
the power of the resurrection in our lives, and this is good 
news indeed! The powers of sin and death are rendered tooth-
less by the life-producing dynamics of the resurrection.  

As well as transforming the individual, however, the 
power of the resurrected Lord also affects the corporate fel-
lowship of believers, and this is where contemporary Chris-
tians often falter. One of the greatest needs of the church 
today is to experience the dynamic leadership of Christ as its 
Head, but knowing how this happens effectively (within the 
gathered body) is not easy. 

It is important to believe that God has a plan for the 
direction of the local church. We can know and obey Jesus’ 
leadings individually and corporately through the direction of 
the Holy Spirit. The world needs this message, especially in 
the form of the changed and changing lives of men, women 
and children who, as George Fox said, “feel the Chief Shep-
herd leading (them) into the pastures of life.” 

SONG: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Good Shepherd, teach us to 

recognize your voice and, together, follow your lead. 
—Paul Anderson 
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Tuesday 
April 22 The Power of the Good News 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 2:8-9 
The good news changes everything in its path. It creates a new 
reality merely by its having been spoken. It simply declares 
that God has acted on our behalf—and is at work—making all 
things new. So what difference does the mere announcement 
of the gospel make for our lives today? 

First, notice that it is not we who have acted or merited 
God’s saving/redeeming action; it is God who has taken the 
first step toward us—an action rooted in divine love. This 
means the everlasting gospel is not a function of anyone’s 
deservedness; rather it is solely a factor of God’s unmerited 
gift of love—grace. To consider this fact leads one to a sense of 
awe and humbled gratitude, welling up within anyone who 
takes notice, tunes in, turns around, and believes. 

Second, the action toward us is loving, accepting, and 
healing—just what we need in order to be whole. None of us 
is complete within ourselves; rather, God’s saving love  
completes us and brings us into wholeness and well-being. 
Receiving the divine embrace, however, not only changes our 
lives, it also enables us to embrace others with the same un-
conditional warmth and love we have received from God. 

Third, when we consider the good news that God has 
acted in saving, revealing, and healing ways toward us, we 
begin to anticipate surprising ways God may be at work 
around us and within us. As C.S. Lewis puts it in the first of 
his Narnia chronicles, “Aslan is on the move!” God is at work. 
Christ is here. The kingdom of God is upon us, among us, 
within us. Are we ready for moments of divine visitation? 

SONG: Amazing Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Loving God, keep me receptive 

to your goodness and vigilant for the movements of your 
Spirit. 

—Paul Anderson 
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Wednesday 
April 23 

On Radical Discipleship: 
the Centered Life 

BIBLE READING: Luke 9:23-24 
The word radical may suggest extremism, innovation, or 
unconventionality. The best meaning of the word, however, 
has to do with its root, which in this case, is precisely that: 
root. And radical pertains to getting at the root of something. 

Christian discipleship demands one’s life-changing 
enrollment as a humble learner in the school of Christ. So, 
“radical discipleship” involves getting at the root, the heart, of 
being taught by the Master. 

Radical discipleship implies living by the way of the 
kingdom and taking the teachings of Jesus seriously. Not 
merely learning about or even imitating the experiences of 
Christ, it involves dynamic engagement with—and experienc-
ing relationally—the founder. Radical discipleship ultimately 
hinges on intimate acquaintance with Jesus. It is a living and 
dynamic relationship that lays itself out in the everyday 
schedules and demands of life. It involves home, family, 
workplace, and hobbies, as well as the calling to be a humble 
learner in the school of Christ. Only in intimate relationship 
with the risen Christ can we become true followers of Jesus. 

As Albert Schweitzer declared: “He comes to us as One 
unknown…, speaks to us…‘Follow thou me!’ and sets us to 
the tasks which he has to fulfill for our time....And to those 
who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal 
Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings which they 
shall pass through in His fellowship and as an ineffable mys-
tery, they shall learn in their own experience Who he is.” 

SONG: Knowing You (All I Once Held Dear) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, I want to experience 

radical discipleship, following you with my whole life. Heal 
my divided heart; show me yourself; teach me your ways. 

—Paul Anderson 
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Thursday 
April 24 A Theology of Presence 

BIBLE READING: John 14:23-27 
One Sunday morning after my sermon on prayer, a woman 
shared with me about several unfortunate events in her life. “I 
tried God,” she said. “It didn’t work.” 

Too easily we fall into the trap of assuming God’s main 
interest is to make things good for us. On one hand, that’s 
true. God loves us as our heavenly parent and desires the best 
for our lives. God is the giver of all good gifts, the ground and 
source of our very being. On the other hand, the ways God 
blesses us begin and end with a new relationship. He offers us 
his presence, and out of that reality all true blessings flow. 

We may think we need that item or that esteem from 
those particular people, when actually what we need more is 
relationship. All our needs reflect our deepest need: the need 
for God. To “try God,” as though God were a prescription to 
remedy life’s problems, is to miss the person of who God is. 

In the incarnation, God’s world-changing presence be-
came also manifested in human form. God conveyed his re-
demptive, healing love in person form, as persons have a 
greater capacity to convey than do inanimate rites and objects. 

When we see the world through the eyes of faith, new 
possibilities emerge. We begin to see traces of God’s presence; 
subtle workings in the world in ways we’d rarely imagined. 
And not only do we see new possibilities for God’s saving and 
healing presence to work redemptively in the world, but God 
begins to use us as active means of that work. We develop a 
theology of presence, and then that’s what we become! 

SONG: In Your Presence 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Holy Presence, for 

giving yourself to us in every moment of every day. Grow us 
in our ability to carry that presence to the world around us. 

—Paul Anderson 
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Friday 
April 25 The Life of Devotion 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 42:1, 2, 8 
Transforming worship is both impressive and expressive. As 
we receive God’s love for us and return our love for God, we 
find ourselves changed, transformed, renewed from the inside 
out. New insights come, greater sensitivities to others emerge, 
we receive power to overcome life’s challenges. 

But powerful corporate worship hinges upon vital pri-
vate worship. No deep life of the Spirit or effective imitation 
of Christ is possible without cultivating a meaningful life of 
devotion. Any sustained endeavor requires devotion and 
preparation, yet how do we embrace a spiritual discipline 
without becoming slaves to routines and methods? 

Few things kill a venture like the bondage of obligation. 
Remember, the goal is to go deep in the rivers of living water 
and become a useful conduit of God’s redeeming work in the 
world. So explore many ways to get there. Be courageous! 
Bold! Risk failure, especially if you can learn something from 
it. If following a certain discipline falters, don’t waste time or 
energy with discouragement; simply pick up where you left 
off and tune in again to God’s presence and grace. That’s the 
real goal, and it is rooted in grace—not works. Let your life 
become a living experiment in the way of the Spirit. 

The life of devotion is not the result of baptism: it is 
baptism—spiritual immersion in the life-changing Spirit of 
Christ. It is not the basis for communion; it is communion—
spiritually lived out in unceasing prayer. And yet, the value of 
the life of devotion is found in deepening an intimate know-
ing of God, and that relationship is the priority of life itself! 

SONG: Breathe 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Present Teacher, may I know 

you more deeply as I am continually immersed in your Spirit 
and nourished by your risen body. 

—Paul Anderson 
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Saturday 
April 26 Members of the Crew 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 
I was a high school senior seeking direction when I received 
this insight from my pastor, Joe Roher: “Paul, your vocation is 
already decided for you.” Good! I thought. Will it be a law 
career or teaching art? He went on: “You are called to be a 
follower of Jesus Christ. Now, the way you invest your ener-
gies and earn your subsistence should be the means by which 
you are the most effective disciple possible.” 

Several years later, as a young pastor and seminarian, I 
received this challenge from my mentor Elton Trueblood, “If 
you are a Christian, you are a minister. A non-ministering 
Christian is a contradiction of terms….The church of Jesus 
Christ is a ship that carries no passengers; for all are members 
of the crew.” 

Ministry can happen in a variety of venues. A working 
definition might be: “Ministry involves identifying human 
needs and meeting them, energized and empowered by the 
transforming love of Jesus Christ.” The authentic follower of 
Christ works neither for self nor gain, but to serve the needs of 
others as Christ’s hands and feet in the world. Every turn of 
events becomes an opportunity for ministry if we will open 
our lives to what Christ would be doing in us and through us. 

Christians may wrongly ask “What am I getting out of 
this church?” The vocational question is, “How am I best able 
to serve—within this church and beyond it—connecting hu-
man needs with the transforming love of Jesus Christ.” Then 
we enter the important journey of transition from being a 
passenger to becoming a member of the crew. 

SONG: The Servant Song 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Servant Lord, as one who 

serves me every day, teach me also how to serve. 
—Paul Anderson 


