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Sunday
December 25 The Gift of Christmas

BIBLE READING: Galatians 4:4-7; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7

Christmas! What a wonderful time of year for young and old 
alike. But let us stop and honestly ask: “Why do we observe 
Christmas?” Is Christmas just another holiday on the calendar, 
observed because everyone else makes a big day of it? Is Christ-
mas just a vacation from work or school without any real mean-
ing? Is Christmas a time just to receive gifts with no thought of 
giving?

We celebrate Christmas to remember God’s great gift to 
the world. “In the fullness of time” God provided hope for a 
lost world in the birth of his Son. Have you ever stopped to 
consider what the world would be like if Jesus had not come? 
But he did come! God knew the world needed a Savior, and 
because he came, we may have everlasting life. We recall with 
awe and gratitude God’s wonderful gift.

One day a little boy stood before the picture of his ab-
sent father. He wanted so much to see his daddy again that he 
turned to his mother and said wistfully, “I wish Daddy would 
step out of that picture.” And so the little boy expressed the 
deepest yearning of the human heart. People gaze upon the pic-
ture of God in nature, but they are not satisfied. We want God to 
meet us as a person. On Christmas Eve so long ago, the Father 
did “step out of the picture.” John 1:14 (KJV) tells us: “The 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” Jesus is “God with 
us,” and so we celebrate the birth of our Savior. This is why we 
observe Christmas.

SONG: For God So Loved the World
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, as you once dwelt among 

us, we thank you that you are now our Immanuel—God with 
us!

—Lucy Anderson
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Monday
December 26 The Symbols of Christmas

BIBLE READING: Luke 2:1-7

There are many beautiful symbols of Christmas.
We all love Christmas carols! Music is a thrilling lan-

guage with which to communicate the message of Christmas to 
a sinful world. It is the symbol of joy.

The Christmas tree graces our homes as a beautiful sym-
bol of hope. The holly, the berries, the candles, and the lights 
all make the tree the focal point around which we draw closer 
together as families.

And under the tree are gifts—a lovely symbol of love at 
Christmastime. Sharing and giving make our lives worth living.

Then there are the Christmas bells, ringing out the clear 
message of “peace on earth, good will to men.”

Last, but not least, is the Christmas star. It is a bright sym-
bol of God’s message of forgiveness to “whosoever believeth in 
him.”

During the war, a little boy was walking with his father 
down the street at twilight. They passed a house where a vet-
eran’s star had been placed in the window, and the boy asked 
his father what it meant. The father patiently replied that the 
family had given a son in the service, and the star was placed 
there to honor him. After walking in silence a bit further, the 
boy, noticing the evening star for the first time, exclaimed: “Oh 
look, Daddy! God must have given his Son; for he has a star 
pinned in his window!”

SONG: Joy to the World!
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thanks be to God for his 

unspeakable gift!

—Lucy Anderson
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Tuesday
December 27 Sharing Our Faith

BIBLE READING: Matthew 16:13-18; 1 Peter 2:6-9

Those who accept God’s great Christmas gift to the world do 
not remain always in Bethlehem. Instead, as Christians, they 
move on in spiritual maturity, recognizing that Bethlehem and 
Calvary cannot be separated. This forms the basis for faith, and 
they begin to understand God’s divine purpose in giving his 
Son.

Someone has defined Christmas like this: “God gave all. 
Christ left all. And the world was given a Saviour.” Is this over-
simplifying it? No, rather than over-simplification, I think it 
may be “under-communication.” Has the world heard the good 
news yet?

One of the most shocking things to the American traveler 
abroad is the realization that Christianity is not in the majority. 
Christians cannot retain faith if it is selfishly guarded and pro-
tected for private use. Faith thrives with sharing! It is not a mat-
ter of choice, for the Christ we cannot share, we cannot keep.

Let us join with Peter, who would not keep quiet, and 
proclaim: “Thou art the Christ, Son of the living God.”

We’ve a message to give to the nations,
That the Lord who reigneth above
Hath sent us his Son to save us,
And show us that God is love.

SONG: We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may we be faithful in 

telling others the good news of salvation.

—Lucy Anderson
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BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 4:1-10

Committed Christians must share their faith, and in so doing, 
share their homes. Unfortunately, Christian hospitality is fast 
becoming a lost art. Why is this? I believe there are three 
reasons.

First, the average churchgoer fails to recognize the impact 
of witnessing for Christ by entertaining in a gracious way. Per-
haps the church needs to reemphasize Christian hospitality as 
a means of evangelism and outreach.

Second, the excuse is constantly given, “Sorry, I’m too 
busy.” True, it does take time and energy to be a gracious host. 
But we tend to find time for the things we want to do, don’t we?

Third, too many are caught in the whirl of “status seek-
ing” and find themselves entertaining only those closest friends 
who are in the “inner circle,” or paying back previous invita-
tions, or inviting only those whose friendship will raise their 
own status.

It was our privilege in Medellin, Colombia, to entertain a 
concert singer from the United States who was making a tour 
of South America. It was a wonderful opportunity to open our 
home to a renowned artist, who proved, after all, to be human, 
tired, and a bit lonely in a foreign land. Later I received a cor-
dial letter of gratitude. Certainly it was most enriching for our 
three children and most rewarding for my husband and me.

May we accept the challenge of sharing our homes in the 
true spirit of Christ.

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help us to share in 

hospitality with others who need your love, and ours.

—Lucy Anderson

Wednesday
December 28 Sharing Our Homes
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:14-30

Daniel Webster was once asked what he considered to be the 
greatest thought that had ever crossed his mind. He replied: 
“My own personal accountability to God.”

God is our Maker. In his great wisdom, he has given 
varied talents to us all. As in the parable, some are given five, 
others two, and still others only one. Now the master did not 
condemn the one-talent man because of his minimum assets. 
He was condemned because he did nothing with the one talent 
he had.

Is this true of us today? Never have the opportunities 
for a Christian witness been so great as today! God calls us to 
share our talents—a minimum investment but with maximum 
returns.

Give of your best to the Master;
Give Him first place in your heart.
Give Him first place in your service;
Consecrate every part.
Give, and to you shall be given;
God His beloved Son gave.
Gratefully seeking to serve Him,
Give Him the best that you have.

SONG: Give of Your Best to the Master
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may I not hide my talent, 

but may I use it for you and others.

—Lucy Anderson

Sharing Our Talents
Thursday
December 29
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 22:15-22; Romans 12:1

Jesus was asked a very difficult question on this occasion: “Is 
it right to pay the poll-tax to the emperor or not?” (Goodspeed) 
His reply was simple and forceful: “Pay the emperor what be-
longs to the emperor, and pay God what belongs to God.”

Our problem is to determine what rightfully belongs to 
God. Dr. E. Stanley Jones said: “I love my country and will give 
everything to it except one thing—my conscience. That belongs 
to the kingdom of God. And when there is a clash between my 
country and my conscience, then my conscience must bow to 
one authority, and only one authority—God.”

God invites Christians to give themselves—their time, 
their money, their influence—thus following the supreme 
example of our Lord Jesus Christ. By sharing ourselves we 
become a “living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,” which 
Paul challenges us to do in Romans 12:1.

Let my hands perform His bidding,
Let my feet run His ways;
Let my eyes see Jesus only,
Let my lips speak forth His praise.

SONG: All for Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May we be living sacrifices, 

Lord, acceptable to you.

—Lucy Anderson

Sharing Ourselves
Friday
December 30
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BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:12-16; Matthew 5:14-16

“Let there be light” was the command of God recorded in Gene-
sis at the dawn of creation. And so today darkness and sin in 
the penitent heart are dispelled by belief in Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the World.

A young Chinese girl was once asked how she felt since 
accepting Jesus as her Savior. She replied with shining counte-
nance, “I feel as though I had swallowed sunshine!”

What a change the Light of Christ brings! Christ says, “I 
am the light” (John 8:12 KJV). He then turned to the disciples 
and said, “Ye are the light” (Matthew 5:14 KJV). Is this a contra-
diction? No; it merely points out that the Christian’s light is a 
reflection of the true Light. It is like the familiar example of the 
moon reflecting the brilliant light of the sun.

In modern airports today, all kinds of lights are needed 
to guide the planes in the darkness. There are big, revolving 
searchlights; then there are the tiny border lights along the run-
way—all for the purpose of dispelling darkness. God has a vital 
place for each one of us. We cannot all be searchlights, but we 
can let our little “border lights” shine clearly where he places 
us.

God calls us to share the Light with a darkened world “in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15).

SONG: Let the Lower Lights Be Burning
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, as we look forward 

to the new year, be my Light; and may I reflect that Light to 
others.

—Lucy Anderson

Sharing the Light
Saturday
December 31


