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In addition to being a student at George Fox University, Newberg, 
Oregon, majoring in biblical studies, I serve as worship leader at 
Sherwood Community Friends Church. I also work at Barclay Press 
doing order fulfillment. 

My Fruit of the Vine entries have one thing in common, and that is 
the nature of surprise. In my life, it has been easy to forget that the 
story of God’s redemptive activity in the world involves a great deal 
of illogical, unconventional and unpredictable outworkings. I hope 
these short devotionals, along with their Bible readings, remind us 
of the peculiarity of the Gospel message.  
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Sunday 
June 28 God with Us  

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 7:10-14 
Last year, I struggled through a year of Biblical Hebrew. Sit-
ting one night on the sunken couch which I inherited from my 
church’s youth room, I meticulously trudged through a pas-
sage from one of the Dead Sea Scroll manuscripts. I attempted 
to translate this hardly visible ancient chicken scratch into 
English on my college-ruled notepad. Near the end of the pas-
sage I realized what word it was that I had been deciphering: 
Immanuel, “God with us,” and I had been translating from 
Isaiah 7. For the sake of not going into an in-depth linguistic 
excursus, I will say having understood the words el (God), Im 
(with) and manu (first person plural) this assignment sud-
denly became much more than homework. I had always 
known the meaning of the name Immanuel, but for some rea-
son after piecing it together without being told previously 
what the passage was, the weight of this prophetic irony had 
never before been greater for me. I remain surprised. Perhaps 
in some ways we still desire salvation to work out a bit more 
sensibly than a virgin birth or take less time than a child 
growing into adulthood. Maybe we’d rather skip those Psalms 
of lament, and in doing so ignore Christ’s similar cry on the 
cross. I am encouraged to delight in the surprise of a God who 
joins us in our pain and humanity. Let us delight in a Savior 
identified with his presence among us. 

SONG: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God forgive us when letting  

our desire to understand you becomes more of a need to  
know the end of the story. May we continue to be surprised  
at your presence among us. Amen.  

—Tim Almquist 
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Monday 
June 29 On Earth As It Is in Heaven  

BIBLE READING: Matthew 6:9-13 
Last fall I spent a semester studying abroad in Brisbane,  
Australia. Part of my education there was learning from local 
Aboriginals about Indigenous worldview (seeing through the 
lens of a first nations or native peoples cultural understand-
ing) and reconciling this with a common Western-ruled Chris-
tianity, which many of us adopt as primitive. One significant 
distinction I took home between Western and Indigenous un-
derstandings is how different the view of time is. Westerners 
tend to view time as linear while those with an Indigenous 
understanding tend to view time circularly. The Western/
linear concept of time seems to put its emphasis on the future, 
gaining its worth in what’s to come, while the Indigenous/
circular concept allows everything to be integrated together, 
revolving around the center as a point of reference. I wonder, 
for some of us, how a Western concept of linear time has de-
termined our understandings of heaven. Heaven-mindedness 
has become, in many ways, synonymous with future-
mindedness. Ironically, some of the most heaven-minded 
among us are the least likely to consider heaven as a reality 
here on earth. What if we began to understand heaven with a 
circular sense of time divinely centered throughout past, pre-
sent, and future? Let us reconsider the Lord’s Prayer as a revo-
lutionary gesture of hope, defying man’s expectations and 
beckoning divine intervention as a true possibility for today. 

SONG: Be Thou My Vision  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, give us heavenly content-

ment here and now but allow us also discontentment in order 
to keep us hoping for what’s to come. Continue to surprise us 
with the intricacies of your love here on earth as it is in 
heaven. Amen.  

—Tim Almquist 


