
Paul Almquist 

Each year my wife Nancy and I take turns writing a week’s worth of 
devotions for Fruit of the Vine. This process has been a good experi-
ence for us. It’s also interesting to think about how much happens in 
the span of two years between writing a quick bio. Now our two 
oldest boys, Mark and Tim, are freshmen at George Fox University, 
pursuing their music dreams and working hard to keep up with stud-
ies. Our youngest, Andrew, is a freshman at Newberg High and en-
joys using his tech whiz skills with the robotics team. Nancy is the 
parent relations director at GFU, a job that fits her gifts very well. 

By the time you read this, I will have been senior pastor at West 
Chehalem Friends for 13 years. We are working to mix the blessings 
of our rich heritage with a fresh vision for reaching out to our com-
munity. I have been drawn to write about some of the gifts or roles 
of ministry listed in Ephesians 4 and 1 Corinthians 12. I couldn’t 
include them all, but rather I want us to ponder how we have been 
blessed by these ministries as well as opportunities we have to dem-
onstrate these same gifts. 
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Sunday 
September 23 Apostles 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
We don’t typically use the term apostle much in the Friends 
tradition except to refer to the apostles in the Bible. Some peo-
ple think that this title died out with the “Bible times.” Some 
Christians believe in apostolic succession—in other words, a 
church leader has the authority handed down generation after 
generation since the biblical apostles. There are even churches 
with apostolic in the church name. 

Regardless, if God gave apostles for the equipping of 
saints, we should want to know how that role impacts us to-
day. An apostle is one who is sent with a special commission. 
For us, it could be a denominational leader, a church-planting 
pastor, a missionary, or someone who simply entered our life 
with a burden on their heart for our soul. 

In my life an apostle of sorts was Charlotte Macy. I don’t 
remember a lot about her because she passed away when I 
was young. I know she and her ministry partner, Dorothy Bar-
ratt, started and led Silverton Friends Church which is still 
going strong today. It was my spiritual home growing up, and 
I owe a lot of my spiritual history to that place. Charlotte also 
directed Twin Rocks Friends Camp where my mother was the 
head cook. 

Today, think about someone who followed their special 
commission and acted in obedience, which played a role in 
your spiritual development. Even though you may not have 
known them well, their leadership and wisdom helped estab-
lish a framework upon which you built your own spiritual 
house. 

SONG: How Firm a Foundation 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Jesus, for those who 

chose to follow you and through whose leadership I met you. 
—Paul Almquist 
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Monday 
September 24 Prophets 

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 1:3-12 
One of my seminary professors stressed emphatically that bib-
lical prophecy was always more about forthtelling than fore-
telling. The prophets of the Bible were more concerned about 
speaking forth the truth of God, calling people to repentance, 
and promoting conviction for injustice and immorality more 
than they were focused on foretelling future events. When 
they did predict future events, they did so as a call to action, 
not merely a means to satisfy curious minds. I think today we 
may have missed the point of prophecy. 

Prophets, however, do not always fit the bill of some 
quirky guru-type figure that speaks with the sort of wisdom 
which people hang on to every word. They are often plain-
clothed, fairly normal folks who have a gift for discernment 
and are obedient to share what the Lord is revealing to them. 

One such person for me was my youth pastor Bill Ellis. 
When I shared with him I was going to be a Christian minis-
tries major in college, he just had this twinkle in his eye like 
he was saying to himself, I knew that was going to happen. 
His insight was due to the fact he had been speaking into my 
life in a variety of ways for years. 

Who has been a forthteller of God’s instruction and di-
rection for you? Has someone shared with you words of 
knowledge that were obviously from God? If so, maybe God 
has also called you to do the same for another. We might be 
reluctant prophets—maybe a bit like Jonah—but let’s not al-
low fear to keep us from being God’s instrument to bless 
someone else. 

SONG: Wonderful Words of Life 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for those who 

spoke deep and discerning words and guided me on my way. 
Encourage me to do that for others as well. 

—Paul Almquist 
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Tuesday 
September 25 Evangelists 

BIBLE READING: Acts 8:26-40 
I love it when people hear the good news of Jesus and respond 
to his invitation of salvation. Nothing energizes a church like 
seeing people come to Jesus, and nothing impacts our own 
spiritual journey like telling someone who does not yet know 
the Lord about our experience with Jesus. That being said, I 
am not sure that I have the gift of evangelism. 

Even so, I don’t think I’m let off the hook. I am still re-
sponsible to give an answer for the hope that lies within me 
and to do so with gentleness and respect. Jim Settle, a long-
time Friends pastor and former mentor of mine, has an evan-
gelistic heart. When I worked with Jim at the church I now 
pastor, it became evident that he cared immensely about 
reaching people for the Lord—so much that it permeated all 
that he did. 

I’ve always been a little jealous of those who so natu-
rally tell people about their faith. In my own conversations, I 
worry about making it feel awkward—for them and for me. It 
seems easier to tell people about your church or invite them to 
an event, which is great, but the real opportunity comes when 
we simply say what faith in Jesus means to us. 

Part of our devotional life is petitioning the Lord to give 
us opportunities to come into contact with those who have yet 
to meet Christ. If we look for these occasions, we will find that 
they come along frequently. 

SONG: The Solid Rock 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, guide me  

to find ways to share my faith, both in word and deed, that 
cause others to want more of you. Help me to be bolder in  
my witness of you. 

—Paul Almquist 
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Wednesday 
September 26 Pastor/Teachers 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 4:7-16 
Not everyone with a pastor’s heart is a great teacher, and not 
every good teacher would make a good pastor, but in today’s 
passage they are linked. The ultimate goal of equipping peo-
ple for works of service takes both teaching and nurturing. A 
pastor is not supposed to do all the ministry of service to oth-
ers, although it is tempting to do so (perhaps to justify being 
paid). However, when pastors act this way, it cuts short the 
learning process by not allowing others to serve. After all, it’s 
not about us—it’s about Jesus. 

Who has filled this role in your life? I have had quite a 
number of pastor/teachers in my life and have worked on staff 
with several as well. I will use one of my seminary professors 
as an example. Dr. Darius Salter could preach a whale of a 
sermon. Passionate, articulate, and polished, he would be 
dripping with sweat after a camp meeting message as though 
he had just finished working out. He could also deliver a lec-
ture that challenged both mind and spirit to the core. For me, 
Dr. Salter also became a close personal friend. We used to 
play one-on-one basketball on about any court we could find. 
My height advantage was diminished by his fire to win. The 
fact that an esteemed professor wanted to hang out with me 
personally meant a great deal. 

Who has taught you and also cared deeply for you as a 
person? Have you asked God if you could mentor someone on 
their spiritual journey? 

SONG: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you are my shepherd. 

Help me to be thankful for the earthly shepherds you have 
placed in my life. 

—Paul Almquist 
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Thursday 
September 27 Miracle Workers/Healers 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 12:21-31 
In 1 Corinthians 12, the people who work miracles are differ-
entiated from those equipped to heal, but these two giftings 
often go hand in hand. I hope you have had someone bring the 
supernatural into your life. Most often it happens with words, 
not necessarily with some amazing physical manifestation. I 
think of Vivian Thornburg as one who has these kinds of gifts. 
So many times Vivian’s discerning words and prayers have 
brought life and healing into intense issues. 

We may long for more times to see a person healed of 
cancer, an addiction broken, or a painful memory released. 
These things do happen—and praise God when they do! But, 
it is also significant to have the godly words of a friend help to 
displace the accusing words of the devil. Rather than believ-
ing you are good for nothing, these folks help us to hear you 
are a child of the King. Thoughts like they are so much better 
than you are replaced with you are my beloved child, and I 
am so pleased with you. These are healing words and they 
produce miracles in our lives. 

We can all be miracle workers and healers if we simply 
look for ways to break down the walls of negative self talk and 
to offer the simple gift of encouragement. Hurtful words really 
do hurt more than “sticks and stones.” Healing words are a 
balm soothing to our souls. 

SONG: Amazing Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, you hold the words of 

life. Thanks for the people who have imparted healing and 
miracles to me through their words and kindness. 

—Paul Almquist 
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Friday 
September 28 Helpers 

BIBLE READING: Acts 6:1-7 
Thank God for helpers! I cannot imagine staying anywhere as 
a pastor if there was a lack of worker bees. In our church we 
have people that serve on committees, make decisions, teach 
Sunday School, care for children, clean the building, make 
goodies and coffee, hand out bulletins, take up the offering, 
pray for the church, lead worship, and the list goes on. 

Helpers are those who take seriously the words of Scrip-
ture to look to the needs of others. While the gift of “helps” 
comes so naturally in certain people, we are all called to this 
role in some capacity. We can all pitch in rather than make 
the excuse of that’s not my gift. Whether through hospitality, 
carrying a prayer burden, or giving someone a ride to the doc-
tor, helpers are needed. 

Our church suffered a great loss this last year when Dar-
lene Gibbs passed away. I loved her quiet strength. She was 
small of stature, soft-spoken, and sweet, but a woman who 
also had the heart of a lion. She taught Sunday school, led the 
Christian Education committee, made meals for people in 
times of need, and coordinated wonderful dinners after funer-
als. If something needed to be done, she would do it without 
complaining. She served her family including kids, grandkids 
and great-grandkids. I’m sure you know someone like Darlene. 

People tend to be givers or takers. Truthfully, we are all 
a bit of each, but God calls us to focus on giving. And in the 
process, we receive a huge blessing. 

SONG: Make Me a Blessing 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, thank you for all the un-

sung heroes who serve in quiet, yet meaningful ways. They 
are truly a blessing in your kingdom. 

—Paul Almquist 
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Saturday 
September 29 Administrators 

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:1-8 
Human beings can be an unruly lot. We don’t like to be told 
what to do, and we don’t always follow instructions. We often 
glamorize the seemingly more spiritual gifts like preaching 
and prophesying, but where would the church be without ad-
ministrators? It may seem like a boring gift to have, but the 
role is crucial to move the body of Christ into action. 

As you sip your morning coffee or tea today, think of 
someone who made a difference in your life by helping to or-
ganize people, places, and events for your benefit. Gene 
Mulkey comes to mind as a man who has a gift for administra-
tion and a heart for people. I served on staff with him in 
Silverton, and now I am his pastor in Newberg. He is set apart 
in that he follows up vision with action. 

I have seen people with great vision but no follow-
through. They never seem to assemble their dreams into real-
ity. I have also witnessed people who can stay plenty busy 
with daily tasks but don’t pursue anything risky for God’s 
sake. Good administrators take the big goal and put it into 
achievable action steps. That is not easy to do. 

A lot is said about accountability in the church, but it is 
often neglected in the course of our individual lives. An ac-
countability partner is like an administrator of sorts. They 
help us not only to express our spiritual intentions but help 
us to bring them to fruition. Thank the Lord for godly admin-
istrators. 

SONG: I Will Follow Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, my hopes and dreams 

need to be given guidance. You have blessed me with people 
to help discern and direct my steps. Praise you, Lord. 

—Paul Almquist 
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Sunday 
September 30 On Making Peace 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:9 
This peace-making is excellent work, and a blessed calling; 
what a pity it is, that there are not workmen in the world who 
would set themselves heartily to it, which if they did in a 
right spirit, God would certainly prosper the work in their 
hands, and plentifully reward them with his own peace, 
which passeth the understanding of the natural man. If our 
ingenious men, our women of skill and good natural parts, 
would take a little pains, nay, when the case requires it, a 
great deal, the Almighty would richly reward them. This work 
is not too mean even for princes and nobles; no, not even the 
greatest monarchs on earth, unless it be too mean for them to 
be called the children of God.  

*     *     * 
Wherefore, we should seek peace with all men, and en-

sue it, or sue for it, by our continual seeking of it, being a pre-
cious jewel, when found; and though this office may seem a 
little unthankful at first, yet in the end it brings forth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, as many so laboring have 
witnessed. And Christ, to encourage the work, says, “They 
shall be called the children of God”; which are the words of 
the King of kings; and if the princes of this world would pro-
mote this work among themselves, it would save a vast ex-
pense of treasure and of blood; and as these peacemakers are 
to be called the children of God, they who are truly concerned 
therein are not only so called, but are so in deed and in truth.  

Thomas Chalkley (1675-1741) 

Reprinted from Daily Readings from Quaker Writings,  
Serenity Press, 1988. Used with permission. 

SONG: Give of Your Best to the Master 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Remind me throughout each 

day to seek peace with all my heart. 


