
Do you love us?
Kathi Perry

A few years ago I sat at the table in my house at Greystones 
with two Irish friends and a visitor from the US; the visitor 
was an EFM representative. We were talking about how EFM 
can effectively reach out to Irish people in a country where 
the church has historically exercised a great deal of control 
over government and people. We know today that this control 
was often abusive and destructive. So how do we effectively 
minister to people who have a deep distrust of the church? My 
Irish friend looked at the visitor and asked, “Does EFM love 
Ireland? Do you see us as individual people or as a project to 
be fixed? Do you love us?” Wow! The conversation stopped for 
a moment as we let the question go deep into our hearts and 
minds. 

Overwhelmed by a love for Ireland

I have been overwhelmed by a love for Ireland since the Holy 
Spirit first stirred within me and impressed upon me that I 
would live and serve him in Ireland. So the question for me 
became, “Do I love Ireland well? Do I love her people well? 
What does that look like as I live and work among the Irish 
and serve God by serving them every day?”

Our EFM-Ireland Team exists to “ . . . encourage and enable 
the multiplication of authentic disciples of Jesus Christ, 
resulting in a growing network of self-sustaining culturally 
relevant fellowships.” We want to “ . . . model the manner of 
Jesus as we walk alongside our friends, pointing them back to 
him through words and actions and challenging them to do 
the same.” 

Loving people takes a long time

Over the years I have come to believe that my job is to be in a 
position where I’ll be invited into the lives, conversations, joys, 
and sorrows of people around me. That’s why I am willing to 
go into this community and do whatever the Lord places in 
front of me to do. So whether I am teaching a Bible class or 
washing baby spit out of toys and duvets, it’s important to do 
whatever I do with joy, whether they believe what I say or not. 
It is only through loving these people with my whole heart and 
life that I can ever hope to have conversations that point back 
to Christ. And sometimes, loving people takes a long time.
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We are a love-letter from Christ

In 2 Corinthians 3:2-3, Paul describes the church as a letter. He 
says we are a walking, talking, breathing letter to the world. 
The sender is Christ, the “ink is the Spirit of the living God,” 
the words are inscribed on “tablets of human hearts,” and the 
message is intended to be read by people everywhere. We, the 
community of believers, not only deliver a message to a broken 
world—we are the message! We are the extraordinary love of 
God that’s been sent to a hurting world. We are the testimony 
of the power of the gospel. We are the word that goes outside 
the walls of church buildings and delivers a powerful message. 
We are a love-letter from Christ. It’s a letter that’s been written 
on our hearts with the ink of the Spirit of the living God. 

The power of a letter is the delivery. You have sent us to 
Ireland, with love. Thank you! I carry this message in my heart, 
and I’m praying that I’ll represent you well.

The EFM Ireland Team

Find a video interview with Kathi Perry available online

https://vimeo.com/154089002



Much to love
David and Tricia Howell

It always amazes me how the years can pass like the blink of 
an eye. It seems like only yesterday when we were sitting in 
Sherwood Friends Church (Oregon); it was the summer of 
2004, and our journey to Ireland was just beginning. We could 
not have imagined that our little spark of love for the Irish 
people would intensify into a roaring fire in just 12 short years.

But it should come as no surprise. The truth of the matter 
is this: there is much to love about the Irish people. Sitting 
around the table with a group of ladies one day, Tricia 
was laughing and joking with them. In the midst of the 
conversation, Trish realized she was being very sarcastic and 
mentioned that she might need to stop. With a sincerity 
and bluntness that epitomizes the Irish, they told her that if 
she did stop, they wouldn’t be able to relate to her anymore. 
How can you not love that kind of openness and freedom in 
conversation? 

As our hearts break, our love intensifies

By living with and listening to our Irish friends, we realize 
their sharpness in conversation comes from a long history of 
sorrow. So it is fitting that you are receiving this material on 
the 100th anniversary of the Easter Uprising. It was a time 
in Irish history when the people threw off the shackles of 
bondage to the oppressor and claimed their independence. 
Time after time these amazing people have faced heartbreak. 
These heartbreaks have come from various sources: internal 
conflict, invading armies, and even from those who were 
trusted to provide spiritual care. But as our hearts break for 
our friends, our love intensifies.

When we think about the culture we live in and the struggles 
the Irish people have come through, it challenges us to 
minister in a way that is sensitive to their uniqueness. In fact, 
our friends are looking for a truthful answer to this question: 
Do we love them for who they are and not for who we want 
them to become? We were recently talking to several of our 
Irish friends who said that we were no longer one of “those,” 
referring to Americans; we were, rather, one of them. So after 
many years of walking alongside our friends and waiting to be 
invited in, the doors have finally been opened.
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Loving people by responding to need

The love we have for the Irish people today extends to every 
part of them. We love them by helping with their physical 
needs through providing coal, food, and clothing to those in 
need; we love them by providing a listening ear when their 
emotional needs come to the forefront; and we love them by 
providing for their spiritual needs. Our desire for EFM-Ireland 
is to “ . . . encourage and enable the multiplication of authentic 
disciples of Jesus Christ, resulting in a growing network of 
self-sustaining culturally relevant fellowships.”

Recently, I (David) was sitting with a young man in a coffee 
shop. As we were delving into life’s complexities, we began 
to see beauty in the messiness of life. We were just two 
individuals who were sharing life together, growing together, 
and finding truth in God’s Word together. That’s how 
successful ministry is measured in Ireland.  

To know the unsurpassed love of Christ

As much as David, Tricia, Jonathan, and Moriah love the Irish 
people, our deepest desire is for the Irish people to know the 
unsurpassed love of Christ and not a superficial love based on 
a faulty belief system. We want them to experience love that 
is based on our Father’s love for his children. So if we can live 
and serve alongside our Irish friends, and if we can give them 
a small glimpse of his unsurpassed love, then we know we are 
doing ministry right.

Find a video featuring the Howells available online

https://vimeo.com/143785748



Love at first sight
Molly Morton

Ireland is easy to love. A person can fall in love with Ireland 
for the first time simply because the plane breaks through 
the clouds and reveals a patchwork of emerald fields with a 
sprinkling of verdant hills. But Ireland’s people are even easier 
to love. The Irish are incredibly hospitable and generous with 
their time, talent, and treasure; however, it’s challenging to 
gain access to their hearts and minds. 

I have fallen in love with Ireland and her people

The island of Ireland has been occupied, colonized, and 
oppressed by outside forces for centuries. The scars of this 
marginalization make building trust and intimacy an ongoing 
process that takes years to develop. I have been blessed to 
join a community of believers in Dundalk, Ireland, where we 
are building friendships of trust and vulnerability. For the 
last nine years, I’ve partnered with Azusa Pacific University’s 
Center for Student Action to bring teams of university 
students to Ireland for ministry and service in Dundalk. 
We partner in ministry with Dundalk Community Church 
(DCC); the church is being led by Andrew Nugent and his 
wife, Trisha. Our teams have also joined in service with 
the staff at The Birches Alzheimer Care Centre in the same 
town. It has been our blessing to serve clients diagnosed 
with dementia, Alzheimer’s, and other degenerative brain 
conditions. While serving alongside DCC leaders and the 
staff at The Birches, I have fallen in love with Ireland and her 
people.  

One way to love is to help provide light

Andy Nugent is a son, father, husband, civil servant, scholar, 
and teacher. He was born and raised in Dublin, Ireland. 
Andy and Trisha were called by God to begin a fellowship in 
Dundalk about 16 years ago. DCC began in the Nugent’s living 
room, but today there are over 200 congregants who gather on 
a Sunday morning. When I first began ministering with DCC, 
Andy cringed at the title of pastor; he still does. He would 
much rather be known as a teacher or shepherd. It might seem 
like semantics because a pastor is a teacher and shepherd, but 
Andy will not take credit for the perceived success of DCC. 
He gives credit to the Holy Spirit, who is moving mightily in 
Dundalk and DCC. The only title Andy sees himself holding 
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is lamplighter: he lights the lamps so we can see what the Holy 
Spirit is doing in Dundalk, County Louth, Ireland. Jesus put 
it this way: “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:15-16).

The Birches Alzheimer’s Care Centre cares for 10-18 clients 
a day. Although they provide palliative care and mental 
stimulation, the most important service they provide is dignity 
and companionship. This is largely due to Olive Joyce. Olive 
not only manages the staff, she also takes in and cares for 
clients. Olive is a great support and advocate for her clients’ 
families and caregivers. In fact, before the Azusa Pacific 
students begin the summer at The Birches, Olive has a little 
chat with them. She gives them a history of the Centre, a few 
facts about Alzheimer’s and dementia, and then she gives the 
students advice. First of all, she tells them not to be afraid. 
Then she reminds them that while the men and women at 
the Centre provide a link to Ireland’s history, they especially 
provide a link to Dundalk’s past. Olive knows each client’s 
story, and she wants the students to learn the story so they can 
love the clients the way she does. Olive is another lamplighter 
who works tirelessly to keep a light shining on these men and 
women who are often forgotten.  

To build relationships and share Christ’s love

In 2001 I broke through those aforementioned clouds, and 
I got a glimpse of the Emerald Isle. It was love at first sight. I 
fell in love with the beauty of Ireland as well as the warmth of 
her people. But a burden for Irish souls was building in me as 
well. That’s when I began to discover that shining the light of 
Christ in Ireland looks like many different things. My ministry 
in Dundalk may look like singing Garth Brooks songs with 
some precious old ladies and men to running around a church 
hall with junior high students on a Friday night; my ministry 
may look like seeking God’s truth through Bible study on 
a Wednesday night to playing Banana Grams after supper 
with new friends; my ministry may look like pulling weeds 
in a church member’s garden to sharing a well-crafted cup of 
coffee with my friend Andy while we view Dundalk from his 
kitchen table. I am blessed to join Andy and Olive, my fellow 
lamplighters, as we seek more ways to build relationships and 
share Christ’s love with the people of Ireland.

Molly dancing with Theresa, a Birches client

Andy Nugent, pastor of Dundalk Community Church

APU’s Team Ireland with DCC youth and children


