
FROM THE EFM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REGARDING THE 2016 EASTER OFFERING

Irelandto
with love

EFM has been sending 
missionaries to the 
Republic of Ireland for 
about two decades. What 
do we have to show for 
it? In terms of evangelical Friends 
churches planted, very little. So what 
is a church-planting organization 
like EFM still doing in Ireland? Good 
question!

The answer has at least four parts:
1. Ireland needs the gospel just as 

much as the rest of the world 
needs the gospel.

2. The Lord of the harvest keeps 
putting a love for Ireland in our hearts, and he calls some of us to dwell among the Irish so we can be 
a witness for him.

3. In order to plant churches in Ireland, we have to earn the trust of the Irish people; however, that is 
not likely to happen without a love and presence that can stand the test of time.

4. Our experience in Ireland teaches us much about planting churches on our own continent because 
we, too, live and minister in an environment that is increasingly post-Christian.

Whenever I go to Ireland and watch our missionaries in action, I am struck by how Irish our missionaries 
are becoming. They sound Irish. They act Irish. They enjoy Irish food. It reminds me of someone who 
took on flesh and blood two thousand years ago and moved into the neighborhood just because God so 
loves the world.

As you work your way through this collection of materials, I think you will see for yourself what I’m 
talking about. You will also see the hopes and hear the prayers of our missionaries for this nation.

In many ways the Irish have been inoculated against Christianity. It’s hard for them, like many of us, to 
hear Jesus knocking on the doors of their hearts while he’s calling out their names. But history shows that 
the seed of the gospel is planted deep in the soil of Ireland. Somehow that seed will begin to sprout (if it 
isn’t doing so already). When the seed does sprout, I pray EFM will be part of the spiritual rebirth that 
takes place in and through Jesus Christ as he creates worshiping communities that will fill this green land.

When you give to the Easter Offering, you are spreading the love of God through EFM to Ireland. But it’s 
not just Ireland. Our mission fields in Rwanda, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Philippines, Mexico, 
Ecuador, and Muslims living in Europe and the Middle East will get in on it too! People in all these places 
hear the gospel, respond to it, and give their lives to follow Jesus. Their testimonies inspire and challenge 
us. We eventually wind up receiving much more than we give because of their participation in the body of 
Christ. And it’s all because God so loves the world!

Thank you for participating in this offering.

Dan Cammack
Executive Director of EFM


