Now teach these truths to other tVUStWOth/\\j Faol:vla who will

be able To pass them on to others. 2 ﬂmoi‘&y 2:2b (New Living Translation)

r
’l
- ”:

2009 EASTER OFFERING FOR MISSIONS - RWANDA - AFRICA




Merama
-
UGANDA Kagitumba
m | Lake ./f
e = E' > er}mi vi -‘é Rwemhasha
T N 7 g 5 N Lubirizi /
/ 1F1 \ oo
ff;w,« \ﬁ};.. Ei_ :CyanikiQ. s m Kabale l- NYHQELtareO .
! BiRuNGA I 1~ t\. S s
NAT'L PARK ',::.'.'T‘. Hare Muvumba -
5 Pl Kniaho/ Cy’ ic ‘Katuna .---'{\. S
Lo irﬁ’ er AN
..,f.:" Ruhengeri e e Omulingl, _Gatunda 7
) TQ Tac ‘Klrambo Cyamba 3. Gabi 7
4 BUSQQU Rrrhmm’u V) | Byumbé l-) N araamlamﬁ AKAGERA A
DEMOCRATIC i f. Lorsg S \ B\ k NA; ,;%’;"{AL ik
: E e L. . i N g Lake
REPUBLIC OF THE oA Kagalto (o] o - Kinihira s \;J ! volat H”"“ Mujunju
CONGO *\@ 4_ Nemba ; ° e N 7
G oGisenyi Rushaghi', Kinyami \'M ; B
s Nyundo / . (o} uhura
2 4 Z, Mbagog Muramb| Hutare ? = Rk :
1 GISHWA TI‘ 2 /; Sh: - 1.];.-:'1:: i u e 7 < .
_/ . ) NATUHAL: ‘Ngororeroo L Z2p0 yoronql "' 4"‘(\ P AL ',."“'( 2 UNITED
l Bugarura (\ HESEHVE\.-' OK " “ \\\3 Hm;m,’\/ REPUBLIC OF
0 : - i W TANZANIA
Viowans S sy oKigal g F*%amaga“a o
'- Lac 7 oBulinga e) Mol ! Bk OKayonza Lac ;
- 1 | Nasho, _. *
' Kivu Mabanza . Butamwa b e :{\rr, =\ <{
v : Gitarama - Ki f _
Kb o Mugesera ._:9 oKigarama / Tac Lake
lle \ ouye Mpanga Bisongou
&‘/_ D Idjwi : Blrambo f Bugesera é _— . ::_ < : %
— i u yamowe
Q;DGlshylta Bwakwa $ o RilimaC 3 9 QoRkira =
Flwamatamu s
: - Masango 5Ruh (o} 0 k
7 OG ) gRuhango Gashora Sake . oRusumo
I S e S Nemba 0= Kirehe®
K5 o < oNgenda *. &,
e /2}1 2,1 e@Nyanza ~ %;\ genda " 3
Gombe " = N -
‘a f’ P Kafabao Q ) Lac <'--___</' RL{”.
Kamembe,h/.‘/o/(j'isaﬁﬁ - Gikongoro Rusatira C_\'g:'::;h(:p t‘f‘ 2// weru
Bukavd ﬁggyangugu 23 7 oKarama M
Cylmbogoo (o] Kare ngei
Tyakabuye@ Bugimya G
V ved /g-.):.f\ N{AI PAR B, Butare? o
s s Gisagara = BURUNDI
Busorog 1
- e 5 20  30mi
i m
b TN




TAKE A CLOSER LOOK

Take a look at the country

The country of Rwanda in east-central Africa is
slightly smaller than the state of Maryland and
is the most densely populated country in Africa.
Rwanda is a poor country with about 90% of
its population engaged in agriculture (mostly
on a subsistence basis). Food production in

the country often does not keep up with
population growth.

Rwanda received its independence from
Belgium in 1962. Three years earlier the
majority ethnic group, the Hutus, overthrew the
ruling Tutsi king. Over the next several years,
thousands of Tutsis were killed and about
150,000 were driven into exile in neighboring
countries.

The next generation of Tutsis formed a rebel
group called the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF)
and began a civil war in 1990. In 1994 the Tutsi
rebels defeated the Hutu regime and ended the
tragic genocide of roughly 800,000 Tutsi and
moderate Hutus. Approximately 2 million Hutu
refugees (many fearing Tutsi retribution) fled to
neighboring countries. Since then, most
refugees have returned to Rwanda, but several
thousand remained in the neighboring

Democratic Republic of the Congo and formed
an extremist insurgency bent on retaking
Rwanda.

Despite the challenges of ethnic reconciliation,
Rwanda is changing quickly as it moves from
being a traditional subsistence farming country
to a modern society. Rwanda has adopted a
powerful vision called Vision 2020. They are
taking steps to become the Singapore of
Africa—an economic, transportation, and
technological hub of East Africa.

The government is courageous and very
forward looking, but implementing these
modern plans is a great challenge in a culture
steeped in tradition and with a predominantly
poor population.

Recent changes include: All schools must switch
from the French language to English within one
year, and all teachers must have a college edu-
cation (most elementary teachers needed only
a secondary education focused on teaching).

The capital city, Kigali, has also accepted and
begun implementing a 50-year city growth
plan. In the city of Kigali, all houses built after
July 2008 without city approval must be torn
down.

The stress from these changes is felt
throughout the population. Many teachers have
lost jobs, and others are scrambling to learn
English. Many people have had their houses
torn down in the last months. There is a sense
of hopelessness and panic among the poor.

This is a unique time in which the church needs
to step in to empower the poor to rise to the
occasion and challenge the state to pursue
Vision 2020 with justice.

Take a look at
Friends in Rwanda

Evangelical Friends Mission began working
in Rwanda in 1986 with a team of Friends
missionaries who had previously served in
neighboring Burundi.

Friends missionaries in Rwanda today are
stimulating the national church leaders in fresh
initiatives of evangelism, cell groups, and
church multiplication. National leaders

are transitioning to self support for their
ministries, a major step forward. Friends in
Rwanda seek not only to win new people to
Christ and plant churches, but to be a force
toward forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace.

(continued on other side)



Take a look at
leadership training

Leadership development is an important part

of the work Evangelical Friends Mission is doing
in Rwanda. A regional Bible school trains church
leaders in sessions held four times a year for
two weeks at a time. What they learn in their
classes, students put into practice as they
serve in their home community between the
school sessions.

Through scholarships we also support additional
study for gifted leaders. Presently two leaders
are studying in Uganda with one of those
almost ready to return to Rwanda to serve as
the church’s assistant superintendent.

Take a look at D4D

About a year and a half ago, Friends missionary
Debby Thomas, along with three Rwandan
pastors, attended a conference in Uganda to
learn about Discipling for Development (D4D).

Discipling for Development has been developed
by Mission: Moving Mountains—a ministry of
The Navigators. This community-development
and discipleship program involves:

1. Personal spiritual transformation
as a prerequisite for community
transformation.

2. An incarnational identity with the
community and demonstration of the
good news.

3. Transformation of communities coming
from the power, truth, and love of the
gospel.

4. Development that integrates all of life and
community.

5. Empowerment of the community to
become all that God intends.

6. Replication as a unified community
ministers to other communities.

Debby had been very active in creative
Christian-development initiatives and D4D
provides a model for these ongoing efforts
in addressing both the spiritual and physical
needs of the poor in Rwanda.

Thirty Christian volunteers have been trained
and are now working in four communities. They
will work in each community for about three
years as transformation takes places from
within the community. The first four
communities are the pilot projects, and Debby
Thomas anticipates that work will begin in more
communities even before these communities
reach the point of being ready to replicate their
process in new communities.

One of the four pilot communities is Kirambo in
southwestern Rwanda. In the early months of
their development, a group of 16 women
started a group savings program after returning
from a D4D training session. Each member of
the savings groups contributes $1 every week
and a different member receives this money to
invest in some way that will improve that
person’s life. It gives them enough buying
power to start something they could not start
alone. The group has doubled and now includes
several men.

One of these men is Emmanuel. He is a young
man who was born to a very poor family.
Recently married, he and his wife were living in
a rented single room with so many holes that
snakes frequently came in and people would
just reach in and steal his things. He had no

land and he believed raising any kind of animal
was outside his grasp. He felt he would always
be poor. But he was one of the eight people
from Kirambo who went to a D4D training
meeting and was challenged with the simple
principle of “Use the little you have in your
hand.” He and his wife planted the tiny area
outside their rented room using some of the
techniques he had learned. As part of the
savings group they invested $5 to purchase

2 rabbits and 3 guinea pigs. He made $14 from
selling the first litters. With this and the small
profits from his crop, he was able to rent a
larger plot of land. With successive harvests
and cycles of the savings group, they were able
to supply their family with vegetables, rent a
nicer home, and purchase a plot of land.

His dream for 2009 is to build his own home on
his land. He has started tithing and is thinking
about how to make his church, his community,
and his country a better place. “I can be a light
to others and in my home | can have both
physical and spiritual food that | can give to
visitors,” says Emmanuel.

This last February Emmanuel was chosen by
the Kirambo church to lead a new church plant.
This new church has been a cell group for a
while, and are now meeting on Sundays.
Emmanuel will be able to share both spiritual
and physical teaching that will make a
difference in the lives of this group of believers.

Put faces on the Discipling for
Development ministry in Rwanda by
viewing the D4D PowerPoint at
www.barclaypress.com/infodesk.php/
Christian-Education-resources.



Marisa looks on as David Thomas holds her
three-month-old brother (above). Marisa stands
with her parents in front of their house (below).
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who will be able to pass them on to others.
(2 T‘.motbw 2:2(1,) NLT)

Week 1

Discipling for
Development

As a child grows up she matures,
learning to do things that her
parents did for her when she was
young. For example, while we are
young our parents drive us to
places, but as we grow up, they will
teach us to drive, we will get our
license, and we will one day drive
ourselves.

Evangelical Friends Mission started
the Friends churches in Rwanda
and is kind of like the parents who
are helping their children mature
and grow. The “children” they are
helping are the churches. In
Rwanda our fellow Christians are
learning to depend on God to
provide for their needs.

We are going to do a skit that looks
at a problem with maturing.

The River Crossing

(On the ground draw a wide
river with a small island in the
middle. If you're outdoors you
can draw with a stick in the
dirt, or chalk on cement.
Indoors you can use string

or rope.)

One student comes up to the river
and says, “l want to get to the
other side.” He swims over and
swims back.

Another student then comes up and
says to the first student, “l want to

get to the other side, but | don’t
know how to swim. Would you
carry me?”

The first student says, “l could
teach you to swim, but it will take a
while.”

Second student responds, “I'm in a
hurry; just carry me across.”

First student, “OK, I'll try.” He puts
the second student on his back and
struggles across and stops at the
island exhausted. He says, “I can’'t
carry you any farther; I'm too
tired,” and drops off the second
student at the island. The first
student then swims back to the
shore. The second student is upset,
but still unwilling to learn, and he
stays on the island.

A third student then comes up and
says, “l want to get to the other
side, but | don’t know how to swim.
Would you carry me across?”

The first student answers, “It is
very hard to carry someone across.
It would be better if you learned to
swim yourself. | could teach you.”

The third student responds, “OK,
teach me.”

The first student says, “Here is how
you swim. Move your arms like this
and kick you legs like this, and
breathe like this.” He demonstrates
this and the third student copies
him. Then they swim slowly across
together.

The third student exclaims, “I did
it, 1 did it!”



While standing there, ask your
students, What did you see and
hear in this skit? What is the main
problem? (It’'s easier to have
someone do the hard work—like
swimming to the other side—for us).

Do we have this problem?
(Sometimes we just want to get to
the other side without having to do
all the work of learning to swim and
getting there ourselves. We can
relate to this because sometimes we
just want our parents to do things
for us like cooking our food or
washing our clothes, instead of
letting us learn to do it ourselves.)

Why do we have this problem?
(It’s easier to let someone else do
everything for us than it is to learn
how to do it ourselves. That’'s a lot
of hard work.)

In Rwanda we see this problem
when people think and feel that they
can’t do the work of the church
without missionary help. Some say
of themselves, “We are too poor, we
can’t build our church buildings, we
can’'t reach out, we can’t educate
our leaders, we can’t solve our
problems without a foreigner and
their money helping us.” Many
people think, “I'm poor. | will always
be poor. I cannot get out of my
poverty. | cannot get to the other
side unless someone carries me.”

This skit helps us see that it is
better to teach a person to swim
than to just do it for them. In
Rwanda missionaries are teaching
leaders to depend more on God and
less on the missionaries for the

support and leadership needed to
run the church. Like learning to
swim, the Rwandan leaders are
learning to depend on God for their
needs.

Poverty in Rwanda

Rwanda has a big problem called
poverty. Many Rwandans have very
little money. Some people can work
hard all day and only make two or
three dollars. Many others have no
work at all. In the city of Kigali
many people eat only one meal a
day. Many parents do not have
enough money to send their kids

to school.

Jesus taught us to pray to God,
saying, “Your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as itis in
heaven” (Matthew 6:10 NIV). God is
not pleased with poverty that
doesn’t let kids go to school and
doesn’t let people eat enough food.
God wants to see Rwandans come
into God’s kingdom, accepting Jesus
as their Lord and Savior, and we
want to see their lives changed as
they learn to depend on him. A vital
part of Jesus’ good news, his gospel
of the kingdom, is seeing a change
that touches every area of people’s
lives, including poverty. This means
we want to see the people of
Rwanda learn to move out of
poverty.

With this goal in mind, the Rwandan
Friends Church is working with a
program called Discipling for
Development (D4D) in which trained
church leaders work with small
groups in communities, using Bible

studies and skits like the river-
crossing skit to help people see how
they can have changed lives and
move out of poverty.

Read 1 Kings 17:7-16

Who is this story about? What did
they do? What is the main problem?
(There is not enough food for
everyone to eat.) Do we have this
problem? (People in Rwanda often
have this problem—not having
enough resources to meet all their
needs.) What did this mean to Elijah
and the widow? (They had to trust
God to provide for their needs. The
widow also had to act in faith using
the small amount of food she had.
As she was obedient, God provided
for her needs.) What does this mean
to us and to poor Rwandans? What
can we do to follow God’s Word?
(Trust him to supply our needs, and
in faith use the little that we have as
he leads us.)

Can you think of other Bible stories
in which people used what they had
in their hands and God did amazing
things with it? (Moses’ staff; five
loaves and two fish).

Here is the story of fifteen-year-old
Marisa (not her real name) whose
family lives close to the town of
Kirambo. Her parents attend the
Kirambo church. Last year Marisa’s
parents went to a D4D seminar
taught by Evangelical Friends
Mission missionary Debby Thomas,
Superintendent Augustine
Simparinka, and Marisa’s own
pastor Teturien. They studied using
skits like the river-crossing skit and

Bible stories like the one about the
widow who trusted God to take care
of her. Marisa’s parents where
excited when they got back from the
seminar. They asked themselves,
“What do we have that we can use
to honor God?” They learned to save
money in a group where each
month everyone contributes money,
and they take turns receiving that
money for doing something that will
make a difference in their lives.
When it was Marisa’s parents’ turn,
they were able to buy metal roofing
and doors and windows for their
house.

Marisa also tells us, “Our pastor
loaned us a female goat to take care
of. The goat gave birth to triplets!
Once the three baby goats are older
we will give the mother goat back to
our pastor, who will probably loan
her out to someone else. | have also
been helping raise our rabbits. This
last year | was able to sell some
rabbits to help buy my school
uniform, notebooks, and pencils.”
Marisa is starting to see that there
is hope for her and her family to
move out of the poverty she has
lived in since she was born.



Above: Aren and Gwen with a big moth. Below: David and Debby Thomas and
their children—Alandra (front), Breanna (right), Gwen (back), and Aren (left).
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who will be able to pAss them on to others.
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Week 2

The Thomases

a missionary family

An important way we support
missions work in other countries is
by supporting Evangelical Friends
Mission missionaries.

“Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be
saved.” How, then, can they
call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear
without someone preaching
to them? And how can they
preach unless they are sent?
As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!”
(Romans 10:13-15 NIV)

David Thomas says:

I am excited about the good news
God has allowed our family to bring
to the Friends churches in Rwanda.
The churches are learning to trust
in God to meet their needs. We are
beginning to see how God wants to
move people out of poverty. We
especially see progress in this
through Discipling for Development
(D4D) and through Ubuzima
Moringa, a kingdom business

my wife, Debby, started.

Let me introduce you to my family.
Debby and | have four kids. Our

oldest, Breanna, is thirteen; our
son, Aren, is twelve; Gwen is ten;
and Alandra is seven.

This next summer we will have
been in Rwanda 12 years, which
means our kids have spent most of
their lives here. They love living in
Rwanda, and consider it their
home. Since we have not had a
good school here for our kids to
study in, we started a homeschool
COo-0p seven years ago. At one
point we had five missionary
families and 14 students studying
in our little home school.

Three teachers have served here
besides Debby. Chrissy Muhr (from
Idaho and Oregon) and Michelle
Carpenter (from Kansas) are two of
the teachers supported by Friends
churches in the United States.
Michelle served from August 2006
until July 2008. We hope to have
two more teachers come out later
this year—Liz Wine (from Kansas)
and Molly Black (from Texas).

Breanna (age thirteen) is no longer
studying in our school. She is
studying at a boarding school in
Kenya called Rift Valley Academy.

Bree says, “I'm so glad my parents
allowed me to come and study here
[at Rift Valley Academy]. We have
great teachers and | am challenged
to work really hard. I have made
some good friends, and | really like
my dorm parents. The food is
great. | realize that when | was at
home | tended to depend on my
parents’ relationship with God. But
I've found this year that school is



Chrissy Muhr talks about teaching in Rwanda

Teaching in a mis-
sionary school in
Rwanda is quite
different from any
other experience.

Our class is in the
main room of a
house and we use
the “bedrooms” for a
library, a computer
room, and a work
room. Sometimes
the city turns off the
water and we have
to use water from
the rain barrels to
flush toilets and
wash hands. Other
times the electricity
goes out for half of
the day—especially
frustrating when
students are using
computers for
research or typing
papers. Sometimes,

when it rains very
hard, our windows
leak, and we have
little rivers of water
running across the
floor. A hard rain on
the tin roof is so
loud we have to
shout to be heard.

However, there are
many good things
about being in such
a small school. Since
there aren’t very
many students, |
can help each one
with whatever they
have trouble with.
Because we have so
many grades and
only one teacher,
each student has a
unique schedule.
Some students do
French and typing
on the computers

while others do
workbooks. At the
same time some
work on research
and still others do
math or writing. One
Friday a month we
have a parent day;
all the students’
parents come for the
last hour of the day,
and students read
pieces they’'ve
written or present
projects they’'ve
worked on.

Teaching in Rwanda
has certainly been a
great experience.
I'm glad God has
called me to this
ministry of support-
ing missionaries
through educating
their children.

hard work and | have to really
depend on God to help me through
each day. | love growing closer to
God. | understand him speaking to
me as | read my Bible. | love the
freedom to study hard and make
new friends. | do miss my parents,
but I think they miss me more. |
love coming home for our month-
long breaks between trimesters.”

For Debby and me, the best thing
about being missionaries is being
able to work with some really great
people—people like Augustine
Simparinka, our superintendent. He
and Debby are working together to
help people move out of poverty
through Discipling for Development
(D4D). We also have a good
relationship with Francoise and

Mudenge. Francoise helps us with
some of our kitchen work. With
Debby’s help, Francoise and her
husband have been able to start up
a small business where they make
and sell tortillas, peanut butter, and
some fruit juices including passion
fruit juice. This small business
supports Francoise’s family, as well
as gives their employee a good job.
We enjoy empowering people to
take care of themselves. Helping
them start a business is a good way
to do that.

Have you heard of the moringa
tree? The leaves provide an
excellent source of nutrition for
people in Rwanda. Debby is starting
a business called Ubuzima Moringa,
which means “health from the
moringa tree.” This is a kingdom
business, which means it must
make a profit like all businesses; it
must have a social benefit (making
the vitamin-rich moringa powder
available to the poor, and creating
jobs); and it must have a kingdom
purpose (seeing Christ’s love and
grace transform the lives of
Ubuzima Moringa employees and
others).

Our theme is “teach these truths.”
God has used Friends missionaries
to teach important truths into the
life of the Rwandan Friends
churches. The key truths for this
time have been that God can be
trusted and that if people are
willing, God can move them out of
being dependent on the mission.
(Remember, being dependent on

the mission is like being carried
across the river in the river-crossing
skit.) Our work in D4D is teaching
people to apply the gospel to their
lives and to move out of poverty. It
is like teaching them to swim.

Debby’s kingdom business, Ubuzima
Moringa, is also important in helping
people move out of poverty through
affordable, nutritious Moringa leaf
powder; through jobs; and through
the example of a kingdom business
that can transform lives.

We’'ve seen that God gives
missionaries various gifts, skills,
abilities, and unique visions for the
future. As they minister—teaching
the specific truths that God has laid
on their hearts—they can bring
tremendous blessing to the people
and churches they serve.

EFM has great missionaries all over
the world. They need your prayers
for wisdom, blessing, and
protection. They also need your
financial support. When Friends
churches in America give money to
support EFM and their yearly
meetings’ missions programs,
excellent missionaries whom God
uses to share the truths of the
gospel can go out and serve.

This year’s Easter offering will go
toward supporting the ministry of
the Evangelical Friends Church in
Rwanda, and the Friends
missionaries there.



Right:

Three circles

are used to teach
community-based
Christian
development.

Below:

A sunny
outdoor
evangelistic
service.

Week 32
The church

An important part of the work in
discipling Rwanda is helping this
nation learn how to move out of
poverty. Two weeks ago we did a
skit about some people wanting to
cross a river. We saw that it is
better for people to learn how to
swim so that they can swim across
for themselves than for people to
need someone to carry them
across. This helps us see that we
can’t just give money to help
people move out of poverty; we
need to teach them how to move
out of poverty. Missionaries from
Evangelical Friends Mission are
doing exactly this teaching through
the Discipling for Development
(D4D) program.

This week we will do a project to
see how important it is for a
community of people to take
ownership and leadership of their
move out of poverty. We can’t
move them out of poverty
ourselves.

On the ground draw three separate
circles in a row (use a stick in the

dirt, chalk on cement, or a string/
rope on carpet, and make the
circles about two feet in diameter).
Gather 45 small (one inch in size)
rocks or pieces of gravel, and three
different rocks, like three pieces of
brick (two large and one small
piece).

In the first circle randomly scatter
15 of the small rocks. Place one
large rock outside the circle.

Place a large rock on the edge of
the second circle with 15 of the
small rocks inside in a semicircle
facing this large rock.

In the third circle place 15 of the
small rocks in a circle in the middle
and place the different small rock in
the circle with the 15 others.

The circles represent three commu-
nities, and the small rocks repre-
sent the native people in them.

Focus on the first circle and show
the students how the foreign
missionary or development worker
(represented by the large rock)
wants to help these people move
out of poverty. Let’s say the
missionary decides the Rwandan
people need clean water to drink,
so he or she digs them a well. Ask

Now teach these trvths to other i‘rusi‘m/orfftj /Dza/b/g

who will be able to pAss them on to others.
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Make Disciples

We know that Jesus died and rose again to save us from dying because of
our sins, and to set us free from the power of sin over our lives. Jesus’
sacrifice on the cross paid the price to buy back all that Satan has stolen.
He told us, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything | have commanded you. Surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20 NIV). He also told
us, “l have given you authority to...overcome all the power of the en-
emy” (Luke 10:19 NIV). Part of our job as Christians is to extend Jesus’

kingdom of light in dark areas.

your students, Do you think the well
project will work in this community?
Why or why not? (When the
community doesn’t dig the well
themselves, they will see it as the
outsider’s project and they will not
take care of the well. This actually
happened: An organization dug
some wells costing $10,000 in the
Bugesera region without any
community involvement.
Community people used the hole in
one of the wells to throw away their
trash, and now the well is
completely ruined.)

Next focus on the second circle and
say to the kids, Describe the
relationship of the people in the
community (represented by the
small rocks) with the foreign worker
(represented by the large rock on
the edge of the circle). You can see
that they are working together to
come up with solutions to their
community’s problems. Let’'s say
they also decide to do a project for
clean water. It has a much better

chance of being successful, doesn’t
it? But what if the foreign worker
(large rock) moves on to help in
another community? The people
don’t know what to do because they
are still dependent on him or her to
solve their problems. When the
water project falls into disrepair,
they will still be dependent on the
foreigner to fix it. This is a much
better situation than in the first
community, but the people are still
dependent on the foreign worker.

Then focus on the third circle and
ask the kids, What is happening in
this community that is different
from what is happening in the other
two circles? How are people in this
community behaving toward one
another? How are they relating to
the foreign community worker?
(They are equal to each other; they
are listening to each other; they
respect each other. The foreign
worker’s ideas are not dominant;
rather decisions are made by the
community.)

Let’s say this community decides
they need a project to get clean
water. They go and get advice from
organizations who do this kind of
work. Then they get their water
project completed, doing work
themselves, and making sure that
they have their own community
experts who can maintain it and fix
it when it breaks. They own this
water project because it was theirs
from the beginning. This process is
clearly centered in the community
with the community fully in control
of all aspects.

As we help disciple poor
communities we make sure to
empower them to own and initiate
their move out of poverty. Through
this process the communities come
to learn that they can do all things
through Christ who gives them
strength (Philippians 4:13). They
also learn to faithfully use the little
that they have, and then see God
multiply it and bless them.

The Rwandan Friends Church is like
the third community from our circles
project. In the minds of the
Rwandans, the church is theirs; they
own it and they are the ones
leading. This is what the
missionaries have been hoping for
from the time the church was
founded 20 years ago. In the
beginning you could describe the
missionaries as parents and the
growing church as children. Now,
however, missionaries are seen as
equals and not as parents in the
eyes of Rwandan leaders.

The community of Butandi provides
an example of Rwandan leaders
building their own church. (The
picture of the outdoor evangelistic
service is from there.) The leader of
a small church group that met in a
house was trained on how to reach
out to his friends and community.
As his small group shared about
Jesus they also talked about the
problems in their community and
worked to help each other overcome
some of these problems. More and
more people started coming to the
small group, and the group
multiplied into three small groups.
The people of these groups plan to
continue multiplying small groups
and hope to have 200 people in
their church community by next
year. As their community grows,
they would like to build a church on
the land they purchased. This
community is an example of the
third circle. They’re taking what
they’ve learned and using it to bring
people to Christ; they’re organizing
their church themselves; and as a
church they’re becoming a light in
their larger community.

One of the key parts of the
Rwandan church’s vision is the
phrase “Nitwe Tubikora,” or “We are
the ones to do it!” This shows their
strong sense of ownership in
working hard to pursue God’s vision
of shining Christ’s light into dark
areas in Rwanda.

The money raised in this year’s
Easter offering will be used to
support this growing church.



