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Garhwal

Evangelical Friends began
working in Garhwal (north India)
in 1993 —when there were only a
handful of believers. God used
Friends to come and adopt the
Garhwali people group.

Nearly 30 dialects are spoken in
this region and the population is
about four million, of which three
million are Garhwalis. Garhwali
was an oral language and people
are only recently trying to
introduce it as a written
language. The overwhelming
majority of Garhwalis are
Hindus—99.99%. Garhwal is
home to four of the main
pilgrimage spots of Hinduism
and every year millions come to
visit and bathe in its holy rivers.

Isolation

Garhwal does not have good health facilities as
the mountainous terrain makes it difficult to
reach. Most births take place at home with the
aid of a midwife and surrounded by
superstitious practices. Diseases like
tuberculosis are rampant. HIV is on the rise and
the government is in denial about its existence.
There is no immediate help in the event of an
emergency as a hospital can be a day or two
away. The majority of the population is
illiterate, especially women. Primary education
is accessible, but middle school (grade 6 and
above) is not, and high school is even harder to
reach. A student desiring a college education or
higher studies would either have to goto a
different city or to a relative in another state.
Needless to say, there are no professional
courses anywhere in Garhwal, although the
government now has plans to open the first
medical and engineering colleges.

The mountains in Garhwal range from 6,500
feet to 22,000 feet, with the primary occupations
being terrace farming on the steep hillsides and
animal husbandry. Because the land is very
difficult to cultivate and not very fertile, one or
two family members in a Garhwali family are
forced to find work in a bigger city to support
the family. Crops are dependent on seasonal
rains due to lack of irrigation facilities. This
means that when the rains fail, crops fail and
animals die. Most Garhwalis depend on the
forest for survival —felling trees to sell lumber,
cutting wood to use as fuel, and using leaves as
fodder for their cattle.

The Vision

The national leadership of the
Friends church in Garhwal has
a vision to bring people to
Christ and establish house
churches so they can worship
the living God, be in
fellowship, and be prepared to
share the gospel with others.
They have a burden to take the
gospel to other people groups
and have been able to work
among the Tharu people group
on the southeastern corner of
the state. There are 400
believers among them and
three full-time pastors. For two
years Garhwali Friends have
also been working among
people in Rudrapur —the plains
adjoining the Tharu area.
Outreach among the
Himachalis in the adjoining
state called Himachal Pradesh
is planned for the near future.

The new discipleship center
plays a vital part in the Friends
vision to send Garhwali
disciples out to major people
groups in northern India to
establish Friends churches and
take the gospel to thousands of
people.

The Challenges

Most of the villages are far from
the main road. Some villages can
be reached by walking 30 minutes
while others take two to three days
of walking.

Garhwalis are animistic—they
believe in spirits and demons and
worship dead people. Their fear
makes them staunch in their
superstitious beliefs.

Most of the villagers have family
gods and goddesses, ancestral
gods, area gods, and regional gods.

The literacy rate in the state is
about 46%. This makes it hard,

if not impossible, for many to read
the Word.

Since there are lots of dialects it
becomes hard to reach everyone
in their own dialect.

There are no Bibles, CDs, Christian
literature for youth or children.
There is a New Testament in one
dialect but with the literacy level
being low and distribution not
being well-planned, it hasn't
reached many. Similarly, some
Christian songs are being
composed in the same dialect but
there is no strategy to popularize
them in/ through churches or
otherwise.



Discipleship

In obedience to Jesus' command to
make disciples of all nations, the
Friends ministry in Garhwal has been
doing discipleship training for over
15 years now. Many people have
been equipped to preach the gospel.

In the first phase of discipleship
young people and families were
trained in the village. But this was
not transforming them since they
were staying in the same
environment. However since they
came to learn the Word in a local
pastor's home, their fellow villagers
would oppose their “indoctrination,”
and many would leave the faith since
they were just starting to learn. Also
the pastors we equipped to send to
remote villages had no proper
resources for training which made it
hard for them to continue the
training for months.

So the national leaders decided to
bring disciples away from their
homes to a place where they were
relaxed, had a free learning
environment, and were not thinking
of being persecuted prematurely. The
only space available for this ministry
was in the home of our missionary
family in the town of Mussoorie.
Discipleship became formal, regular,
and included teachers coming to take
different sessions. The pastors in the
villages were able to send their
young people who wanted to be
discipled and trained for ministry,

to live and learn in this setting.

The discipleship program needs

its own space rather than crowding
the missionary home. Our Easter
offering can make the vision for a
new discipleship center a reality.

The Vision for a New Discipleship Center

The building for the discipleship center will serve the following purposes:

First and foremost it will bring
disciples together for training and

equipping.

Pastors will be able to come and
be refreshed and have a retreat
for a few days.

Youth will be able to come from
different areas for their youth
conferences two or three times

a year.

Seekers could be brought for three
to four days to hear about Christ in
a new environment conducive to

making a decision for Christ.

This new building could also serve
as a refuge for persecuted pastors
or believers to come and be safe for
some time.

o This center will also bring children
together for annual retreats and
competitions.

o The center could have a good
library to facilitate study and a
good audio-visual facility.

¢ Women could come from villages
to learn about income-generation
and business opportunities, and be
trained in skills such as sewing.

This center will ideally have the
capacity of seating 150-200 people,
with bedrooms and bathrooms,
lounge area, and home for a manager
in the building. There will be rooms
which will seat 30-50 children for
smaller classes, playschool, etc. We
envision good lawns for recreation.



ACCOUNTS SHARED BY OUR MISSIONARIES

Persecution and Its Effects

India has witnessed lots of persecution in the last few years
and no political power or police can save a targeted person
when a mob is incited. Up until a few years back, typically
only one member in the family would come to Christ.
Trying to stand alone was difficult. Today we encourage
the family to make a decision for Christ together so that
while difficulties are not reduced, at least the family faces
persecution together. Every Garhwali who comes to faith
has to face some form of opposition, ostracism, or outright
persecution. This may come from parents, children, fellow
villagers, or community. Since Garhwalis are animistic and
have been steeped in Hinduism since they settled here,
Christianity is a foreign religion to them. Many falsehoods
are told to the believers so that they might stop following
Christ. Examples include:

1. Christians make people drink cow’s blood in the guise
of holy communion (since Hindus worship cows the
idea of drinking their blood is sacrilege).

2. You will have to worship a foreign god (thereby
becoming anti-national, anti-tradition).

3. You will be cut off from all local celebrations and
community events (social and spiritual isolation).

New believers may be persecuted in several

of the following ways:

1. Villagers stop them from taking part in any social or
spiritual community event.

2. If there is a common water source for drinking water,
they stop them from using it.

3. Their children are expelled from school using the
influence of local politicians or religious leaders.

4. Villagers call them by new derogatory names and insult
them every time they pass by.

5. If this is not enough to cause them to deny Christ, then
they take a mob to make them fearful.

Moti’s Story: Against the Odds

Moti came to the Lord three years ago. He
dropped out of school in grade ten when his
father died and the family was no longer able to
pay for his education. It cost $3 a month but they
did not have even that much. Following his
father's death, his mother became mentally ill. So
Moti left his house for a metro city in India. But
without an education he could not get a job, so
he found a Dalit ('oppressed people') political
party where he started helping. Soon he was
trained to become a vibrant speaker and attend
many Dalit functions to incite hatred against the
oppressive upper-caste majority in India. Moti
himself came from the backward class and was
looking for equality, but he saw this party was
not delivering their promises for socio-political
change. He stayed on for a few years without
answers to any of his questions, but gradually
his mother needed more help in the village and
he felt compelled to return.

Back in the village Moti did not know what he
should do as farming was not sustaining the
family's needs even for food to feed themselves.
That year the rains did not come in time and
were not enough when they did, so his crops
failed. He began questioning the gods that he
worshiped. Not knowing if they were angry he
sacrificed goats and chickens, thinking the gods
would be appeased and would start blessing
him. But, as is usually the case, they demanded
more and more sacrifice despite his poverty.

Moti was in total despair when after a few
months an itinerant Friends preacher shared the
good news of Jesus with him. At first Moti was

not interested in one more god who doesn't
have answers to his questions but demands
more sacrifice. Although this new way didn't
make complete sense to him, Moti sat and
heard about Jesus at the request of this
preacher, and decided he had nothing left to
lose by giving this a chance.

The preacher's message gave him new hope,
even if all his questions were not answered.
Because he found friends who were interested
in his life, Moti started spending time with
the evangelists and soon was sent to
Mussoorie to be discipled by the mother
church. He became a student of the Bible and
the God of the Bible.

Moti, at 24, has finished discipleship training
and has had a year's experience as an
evangelist on the field bringing families to
Christ. Now he is back in Mussoorie
discipling five young men who live with him.
He teaches them the Bible and takes them out
to share the good news among the mother
church families and nearby suburbs and
villages. He also helps conduct house
churches as part of the local ministry in
Mussoorie. His passion now is to share Christ
with those who have not heard and disciple
those who have. His mother's health has
improved after concerted prayer, and he has
peace and joy. He may not have material
wealth, but he is content and growing and is
pursuing his college studies even while he
continues to serve Christ.



Persecution and Growth of the Church

When Dayal heard the gospel from one of our
Friends pastors for the first time, he had no
idea that his wife Krishna had already been a
secret believer for a few months. Since she
was scared to share the gospel with her
husband, even the pastor was not fully sure
she was a believer. The pastor then gave the
family a book containing truths of the Bible to
read, and Dayal got interested in Christ as he
started reading. In just a few months he grew
in the Word and joined a church to worship
with believers. One day he decided to
worship right in his own place, since he was
traveling by bicycle about 75 miles to attend
the church.

With zeal for Christ in his heart, Dayal asked
the pastor if he could start a church in his
home and invite others from his village, and
his pastor agreed. Dayal didn't foresee the
consequences he would face once he started a
church. For about four Sundays nothing
happened as it slowly dawned on people
what was going on. But the sounds of
worship and praise and the sight of a few
families from the village who started coming
made people decide to stop them.

People from the village decided to hire a
criminal to kill Dayal. This assassin had a
record of killing people and evading the
police. So they decided to come as a mob to
attack his home. Somebody informed Dayal
of the scheme and he began to pray with
Krishna and their four daughters at home.

The next Sunday when the service was
underway, a mob started coming towards
their village. One of the believers informed
the church group about the mob and their
intentions. Dayal instructed the believers
to stay inside while he went out alone to
face the crowd.

While the church was praying, a discussion
arose among the mob whether the criminal
was to head the crowd with a gun in his
hand, or the crowd would go first.

The crowd was afraid Dayal would use a
weapon to disperse them, and since they
couldn't agree they gave up the idea of
killing him that day.

Since this idea of killing him did not work, his
children were forced to leave school instead.
He had no choice but to send his children to
boarding school in another town which was

an overnight journey away.

This happened three years ago and today
they are back in the village. Dayal has been
ostracized from all social and religious
gatherings. Because of the opposition not
many from his village have come to faith
causing his ministry to go out to other people
groups. Many believers from a Sikh
background are being added to his fellowship
along with other people groups, and today
Dayal has 200 believers in 15 house churches.
He has learned to survive and thrive in the
midst of great opposition.

Mausmi: A Survivor

Two years ago 22-year-old Mausmi was invited to attend a
youth camp. She was a college student at the time. At the
end of the three-day youth camp she gave her life to Christ
and went home excited about sharing her faith with her
family. She was unaware of what lay ahead. When her
family asked where she had gone and what all she had
done, she used the opportunity to share the gospel. Her
brother and parents became very angry that she was
talking about some foreign god. For a time she didn't let
that affect her. The next morning she started reading the
Word but had to be very discreet since she knew she
wouldn't be allowed. Her only hope was that on the
coming Sunday she would share her troubles in church
and people would pray for her. However, she was
forbidden to go to church. All her hopes for fellowship and
support were dying.

On Monday Mausmi went up to the roof of her house
thinking she would be able to read the Bible safely up
there. But her family caught on and stopped her from
going to the roof. And this time they threatened to kill her.
With her freedom to read the Word under attack, Mausmi
decided that she would read the Bible when her parents
and brother were out on the farm. For a few days she
succeeded before the neighbors complained to her family
that she was still reading the Bible when they were out.

Finally her church decided to start an income-generation
business for people who were interested to come and learn.
Mausmi told her parents that there was an opportunity to
learn some skills and she was allowed to learn. Gradually
her strength and persistence paid off and she was allowed
to attend church regularly. She now shares the gospel with
her school friends. Mausmi was lucky in many ways to
survive persecution, but for many others it is severe
enough that they have no access to the Bible or fellowship
with believers.



Photos

Five sheets of photos can be cut in

quarters to make individual photos that
can be passed around the class. Or they
can be arranged on a bulletin board.

Connect these descriptions with the

photos that have the same color border.

. Taking the Gospel to

new villages involves
long hiking trips.

. A training session for

disciples.

. Trained church

leaders receive their
diplomas as they
complete their
discipleship program.

. The missionary home
in winter. The lower
level of the house is
currently used as a
dormitory for people
attending the
discipleship program.

In addition to taking the
Gospel to villages and
training new leaders,
the mission established
a handicraft ministry
among the village
women. The women
make items like those
shown in the photos.
The products are sold
and the proceeds sup-
port the ministry.

The Garhwal region

of northern India is full
of rugged mountains
and valleys. This is an
isolated region of India
and even the basic
needs of life are
difficult to obtain.

. Worship in a
house church.

. Outdoor gathering
are common in order
to find adequate
space.

. Youth group in which
20-30 people will
accept the Lord
every year.

. Worship team in
a village.

Many different people
groups live in the
mountain country of
northern India. Friends
initially focused on
working with the
Garhwali people, but the
ministry has now also
reached out to other
groups.


















